
March 28-29, 2026      5 p.m. & 9 a.m. Worship Service 

 Palm Sunday 
 





(9a) Prelude: Partita on “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” - Arr. Christiansen, 

             Manz, Wold 

Welcome 

Pastor: Please stand and face the back.  

 

Stand 

Gathering 

Pastor: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

All: Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Processional Gospel 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew (Matthew 21:1-11 NRSVue) 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

P: 1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount 

of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead 

of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie 

them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The 

Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4 This took place to  

       fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet: 

 5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 

 Look, your king is coming to you, 

  humble and mounted on a donkey, 

   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the don-

key and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large 

crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 

and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that fol-

lowed were shouting, 

 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is 

this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 

Galilee.”  

P: The Gospel of the Lord 

All: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

 





Processional Hymn: ELW #344 

 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 

 

Greeting  

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray. (Pause for Silent Reflection)  

 Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord 

Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your 

mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious vic-

tory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

All: Amen. 

Sit   

(9a) Special Music by the Junior Choir: “Hosanna, Hosanna” Pethel 

 

(9a) Children’s Message 

 

L: Due to the length of the Gospel we will remain seated for the reading. Please 

join me for the acclamation. 

Gospel Acclamation   pg. 189 





L: The Gospel according St. Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter… 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

The Gospel: Matthew 27:11-16, 20-23, 26-31, 38-42, 45-46, 50-51, 54 NRSVue 

L: 11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you 

the king of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12 But when he was accused by 

the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do 

you not hear how many accusations they make against you?” 14 But he gave 

him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly 

amazed. 

 15 Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the 

crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner 

called Jesus Barabbas.  

 20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas 

and to have Jesus killed. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the two 

do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to 

them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of 

them said, “Let him be crucified!” 23 Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he 

done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”  
 26 So he released Barabbas for them, and after flogging Jesus he handed him 

over to be crucified. 

 27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, 

and they gathered the whole cohort around him. 28 They stripped him and put a 

scarlet robe on him, 29 and after twisting some thorns into a crown they put it on 

his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked 

him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 They spat on him and took the reed 

and struck him on the head. 31 After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe 

and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

 38 Then two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 
39 Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You 

who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you 

are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41 In the same way the chief 

priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying,  

 42 “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him 

come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him.  

 45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the  

 afternoon.  

 
Continued →  





 46 And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 

sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  

 50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 51 At that  

 moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.  

The earth shook, and the rocks were split.  

 54 Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over  

Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, 

“Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

L:  The Gospel of the Lord 

All: Praise to you O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon …  Pr. Craig Brown 

Stand 

 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #342 

   "There in God's Garden” 

 

Lector: Go to Ambo for the Prayers 
 

The Apostles’ Creed … page 127 

  All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS →  

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 





Continued →  

Passing of the Peace: 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All: And also with you 

P: Let us turn to one another, offering a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

Offering of Gratitude:  

(Sit) P: You may be seated.   
We give God our thanks and praise in response to God’s mercy and abundance.  
We invite you to place your gratitude card along with any offering you have  
in the plate at this time or make an offering electronically.  
Would the ushers please come forward.  

 

Lector—Go to Ambo before Prayer; remain up front for communion.  
 

(9) Special Music: “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 
Intergenerational Brass Ensemble 

 

(9) Offertory Hymn: ELW #803 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (st. 4)  
All: Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
 that were a present far too small; 
 love so amazing, so divine, 
 demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 

Offertory Prayer:  
L: (5p) Please Stand and  
    (9a) Let us pray.  
 O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation.  

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your 
Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

All: Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving: … page 190 

P: The Lord be with you.  

All: And also with you.  

P: Lift up your hearts.  

All: We lift them to the Lord.  

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

 





Palm Sunday Preface: 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ, whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather your people 
around the tree of the cross, transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

 
Sanctus: “Holy, Holy, Holy”… page 190 

 
Words of Institution 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;  
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and  
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

 





All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us  

  not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
   kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
P: You may be seated. Please follow the direction of the ushers to come forward.   

There is gluten free bread and juice available upon request. The table is set  
and  all are welcome. (optional) Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

The Lamb of God … page 191 

(9a) Special Music:  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

Intergenerational Brass Ensemble 

 

Communion Hymn: ELW #338 “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”  

 

Lector—go to the ambo as Pastor covers communion elements. 

 

Stand 





The Communion Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you, 

and keep you in his grace. 

All: Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

L: God of our salvation, 

 we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,  reconciles us to you, and 

strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we  

 become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

- Sending - 

Benediction:  

P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, 

Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

† bless you now and always. 

All: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: ELW #811 

 “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” 

 

Dismissal: 

L: Go in peace. Believe the good news.  

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude:  “There in God’s Garden” - Arr. K. Lee Scott 
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