
Jan 29, 2023      9 a.m. Worship Service 

 The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 





(9 a.m.) Prelude: “The God of Abraham Praise”  

Intergenerational Brass Ensemble 

 

Welcome 

Stand 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

All: Amen. 

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Holy One, source of our renewal, 

All:  we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves.  

We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away  

from you. For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may 

be reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P: Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I 

now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of 

Christ our Savior.  

All: Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn: ELW # 873 (st 1,3,6) 

  “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”  

 

Greeting  

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

 

“For the Healing of the Nations” Becker/Briehl    → →  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



L: South Africa, Angola,  
All:  
 
 
 
L: Madagascar, Namibia, 
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: Botswana, Malawi,  
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L.: Sierra Leone, 
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: Central African Republic, 
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: Senegal, Liberia, 
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: Cameroon, Nigeria, 
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: Tanzania and Sudan, 
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: Kenya and Congo, 
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: Ethiopia, Somalia,  
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: Eritrea and Rwanda, 
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 
All:  

 



Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray. (Pause for Silent Reflection)  

 Dear Lord, this Companion Sunday be with all your people. We lift up all our 

siblings in Christ throughout the earth, especially the people of the Same, 

(kah-SIM-ee) Kisime, and Ebenezer congregations of Same, Tanzania.  Unite 

us across your vast oceans in one mission to walk humbly with one another, 

fill our hearts with your love, thirst for justice, and strive for peace in all the 

world.  We ask these things through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

All: Amen. 

Sit   

 

Children’s Message 

          

Intro to the Reading: 

Lector: Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in 

the reign of God. In the first reading, God does not seek lavish sacrifices, but 

empowers the people to focus on justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly 

in God’s service. A reading from Micah, chapter 6 

 
 

First Reading: Micah 6:6-8 NRSV 
 L:  6“With what shall I come before the Lord, 

  and bow myself before God on high? 

 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

  with calves a year old? 

 7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 

  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

  and what does the Lord require of you 

 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

  and to walk humbly with your God?  

L: The Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

 

 





Gospel Acclamation:  … page 151 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel is Announced 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 NRSV 

P: 1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 

his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,  

 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 

kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad,  

for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you.”  

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sit  

Sermon: Discover a Different Way to Life: Tanzania Traveler … Pr. Craig Brown 

Stand 

 

 

 

 





Hymn of the Day: ELW #710 

   “Let Streams of Living Justice” 

 

Lector: Go to Ambo for the Prayers 

 

The Apostles’ Creed  … page 105 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS →  

Lord, in your mercy; 

hear our prayer. 





- Meal - 

Offering of Gratitude:  

(Sit) P: You may be seated. We give God our thanks and praise out of the gratitude 

we feel for what God has first given us. We encourage you to take out your 

phone at this time and text the number on your screen or use the QR code  

in your bulletin. You may place your gratitude cards in the plates around  

along with any other offering you have.  If you are worshipping at home, we 

encourage you to write down your thanks on a piece of paper.  We also invite 

you to use this time to connect with God through prayer and quiet reflection.   

 Ushers, please come forward at this time. 
 

(9a)  Offertory Music by the Adult Choir: “Blessed are They”… Arr. White 
 

Stand 

 

Lector—Go to Ambo before Prayer; remain up front for communion.  

 

Offertory Hymn: ELW #312 (st. 4) “Jesus, Come! For We Invite You”  

All: Jesus, come! Surprise our dullness, make us willing to receive more than 

we can yet imagine, all the best you have to give: let us find your hidden 

riches, taste your love, believe and live. 
 

Offertory Prayer:  

L: Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and 

adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

All: Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;  

this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

 

 

 





All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us  

 not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P: In a moment you will be invited by the ushers up the center aisle for  

communion. A pastor will anoint you with a small bit of oil in the shape of a 

cross on your forehead. You may stand or kneel at the communion rail.   

You will then receive the bread. Gluten free wafers are available upon  

request. There is juice in the center of each tray; wine on the outside.   

Please return to your seats via the side aisles, placing your communion cup  

in the basket. 

 The table is set and all are welcome. Taste and see that the Lord is good!   
 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

The Lamb of God … page 154 

 

Communion Hymn: ELW  #546 

      “To Be Your Presence” 

 

Lector—go to the ambo as Pastor covers communion elements. 

Stand 





 

 

 

The Communion Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you, 

and keep you in his grace. 

All: Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 

L: Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 

All: Amen. 

 

- Sending - 

Discovery Moment 

 

Benediction:  

P: The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod; 

 bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. 

All: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: ELW #717 

    “Let Justice Flow Like Streams” 

 

Dismissal: 

L: Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

All: Thanks be to God!  

 

Postlude 
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