
Jan 28, 2023      5 p.m. Worship Service 

 The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 





 

 

Welcome 

Stand 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

All: Amen. 

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Holy One, source of our renewal, 

All:  we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves.  

We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away  

from you. For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may 

be reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P: Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I 

now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of 

Christ our Savior.  

All: Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn: ELW # 873 (st 1,3,6) 

  “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”  

 

Greeting  

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

 

“For the Healing of the Nations” Becker/Briehl     → →  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



L: South Africa, Angola,  
All:  
 
 
 
L: Madagascar, Namibia, 
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: Botswana, Malawi,  
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L.: Sierra Leone, 
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: Central African Republic, 
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: Senegal, Liberia, 
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: Cameroon, Nigeria, 
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: Tanzania and Sudan, 
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: Kenya and Congo, 
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: Ethiopia, Somalia,  
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: Eritrea and Rwanda, 
All: Peace be yours. 
 

L: For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 
All:  

 



Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray. (Pause for Silent Reflection)  

 Dear Lord, this Companion Sunday be with all your people. We lift up all our 

siblings in Christ throughout the earth, especially the people of the Same, 

(kah-SIM-ee) Kisime, and Ebenezer congregations of Same, Tanzania.   

Unite us across your vast oceans in one mission to walk humbly with  

one another, fill our hearts with your love, thirst for justice, and strive  

for peace in all the world.  We ask these things through Jesus Christ,  

our Savior and Lord.   

All: Amen. 

Sit   

          

Intro to the Reading: 

Lector:  Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in 

the reign of God. In the first reading, God does not seek lavish sacrifices, but 

empowers the people to focus on justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly 

in God’s service. A reading from Micah, chapter 6 

 
 

First Reading: Micah 6:6-8 NRSV 
 L:  6“With what shall I come before the Lord, 

  and bow myself before God on high? 

 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

  with calves a year old? 

 7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 

  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

  and what does the Lord require of you 

 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

  and to walk humbly with your God?  

L: The Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

 





Gospel Acclamation:  … page 151 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel is Announced 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 NRSV 

P: 1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 

his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,  

 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 

kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your 

reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you.”  

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sit  

Sermon: Discover a Different Way to Life: Tanzania Traveler … Pr. Craig Brown  

Stand 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #710 

   “Let Streams of Living Justice” 

        AFFIRMATION →  
 





 AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
Pastor:  Dear Friends, we give thanks to God for the gift of baptism and for Ty 

Easton Donels, one with us in the body of Christ, who affirms his baptism this 
day as a sign of his participation in the life of this community of faith and its 
mission in the world. 

  
Prayer 

Pastor:  Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for Ty whom you have  
made your own by water and the Word in baptism.  
You have called him to yourself, enlightened him with the gifts of your Spirit, 
and nourished him in the community of faith.  

 Uphold your servant in the gifts and promises of baptism,  
and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.  
We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
 

Renunciation of Evil 
Pastor: addresses those affirming baptism: 
Pastor: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus,  

reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
 
Pastor: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?   

If so respond, I renounce them. 
Response: I renounce them. 
 
Pastor: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?   

If so respond, I renounce them. 
Response: I renounce them. 
 
Pastor: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?   

If so respond, I renounce them. 
Response: I renounce them. 

 
 

Continued →  
 
 





Profession of Faith 
Pastor:  addresses the assembly:  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 Do you believe in God the Father? 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
  
Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the only Son of God? 
All: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.  

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father and He 
will come to judge the living and the dead.  

  
Pastor: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
All: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

Commitment 
Pastor: addresses those making affirmation: 
A: TY, you have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue  
in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:  to live among God’s faithful 
people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve  
all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace  
in all the earth?  
Response: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
  
Pastor: People of God, do you promise to support this brother  

and pray for him in his life in Christ? If so respond by saying,  
We do and we ask God to help and guide us. 

All: We do and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
 

Continued →  
 





Blessing 
 Pastor: Parents and sponsors are invited forward for the laying on of hands. 
 Please gather around your confirmand.  

  
Once the parents are in place 
Pastor:  Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy  
 Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 

   
Individual Blessings from card. 

Pastor: Ty you may rise. You may share the peace with your  
student and the return to your seats.   

  
ACCLAMATION 

Pastor: Ty, please turn to face the congregation. People of God, let us rejoice  
  with our brother in Christ.  The assembly addresses those affirming baptism: 
All: As your sisters and brothers in the body of Christ, we rejoice with you as you 
affirm your baptism. Together let us give praise to God and bear God’s creative 
and redeeming word to the world. 
Pastor:  You may return to your seats and the congregation may stand for 
      the prayers of the church. 
 

The service continues with the Prayers of the Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS →  

Lord, in your mercy; 

hear our prayer. 





- Meal - 

Offering of Gratitude:  

(Sit) P: You may be seated. We give God our thanks and praise out of the gratitude 

we feel for what God has first given us. We encourage you to take out your 

phone at this time and text the number on your screen or use the QR code  

in your bulletin. You may place your gratitude cards in the plates around  

along with any other offering you have.  If you are worshipping at home, we 

encourage you to write down your thanks on a piece of paper.  We also invite 

you to use this time to connect with God through prayer and quiet reflection.   

 Ushers, please come forward at this time. 
 

Stand 

Lector—Go to Ambo before Prayer; remain up front for communion.  

 

Offertory Prayer:  

L: Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and 

adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

All: Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;  

this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us  

 not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 





P: In a moment you will be invited by the ushers up the center aisle for  

communion. A pastor will anoint you with a small bit of oil in the shape of a cross 

on your forehead. You may stand or kneel at the communion rail.   

You will then receive the bread. Gluten free wafers are available upon  

request. There is juice in the center of each tray; wine on the outside.   

Please return to your seats via the side aisles, placing your communion cup  

in the basket. 

 The table is set and all are welcome. Taste and see that the Lord is good!   
 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

The Lamb of God … page 154 

Communion Hymn: ELW  #546 

      “To Be Your Presence” 
 

Lector—go to the ambo as Pastor covers communion elements. 

Stand 

 

The Communion Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you, 

and keep you in his grace. 

All: Amen. 
 

 

 





Post-Communion Prayer 

L: Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 

All: Amen. 

 

- Sending - 

Discovery Moment 

 

Benediction:  

P: The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod; 

 bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. 

All: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: ELW #717 

    “Let Justice Flow Like Streams” 

 

Dismissal: 

L: Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

All: Thanks be to God!  

 

Postlude: 
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