
 

– SERVICE OF LIGHT –  

 

GATHERING 

Gather outside near the North (underpass) entrance, 

or around the narthex fireplace wall in case of inclement weather. 

 

 

This is the night!  

This is our Passover with Christ from darkness to light,  

from bondage to freedom, from death to life.  

 

We begin tonight the heart of our celebration of the  

Three Days and the pinnacle of the church’s year.  

 

The resurrection of Christ is proclaimed in word and sign,  

and we gather to hear ancient stories of our faith,  

celebrate and remember the gift of baptism,  

and share the food and drink of the promised land.  

 

Raised with Christ, we go forth into the world,  

aflame with the good news of the resurrection.  

 

Easter Vigil 
First Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids 

April 4, 2026     5:00 p.m. 



Greeting: Back of Nave, in front of Balcony 

Pastor Steve: Please Stand and face the rear.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

 

Welcome: 

P: Siblings in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ 

passed from death to life, we gather with the church throughout the world in 

vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of Jesus Christ. Through light and the 

word, through water and oil, bread and wine, we proclaim Christ’s death 

and resurrection, share Christ’s triumph over sin and death, and await 

Christ’s coming again in glory. 

 

 Let us pray. 

 Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of 

the risen Christ. Renew your church with the Spirit given us in baptism, 

that we may worship you in sincerity and truth and may shine as a light  

in the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

All: Amen. 

 

P: May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts 

and minds. 
 

Procession: 

The procession begins 4ft. in front of the balcony. 

Marita: The light of Christ. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
  

The procession continues, stopping at midpoint. 

Marita: The light of Christ. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

The procession continues, stopping at the entrance of the chancel. 

Marita: The light of Christ. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Sit   

 



Easter Proclamation: at the Ambo 

Marita: Rejoice, now, all heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! Exult,  

all creation around God's throne! Jesus Christ is risen! Celebrate the  

divine mysteries with exultation; and for so great a victory, sound the 

trumpet of salvation. Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, radiant in the 

brightness of your king! Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! Darkness 

vanishes forever. Rejoice, O holy church! Exult in glory! The risen Savior 

shines upon you! Let this place resound with joy, echoing the mighty song 

of all God's people. 
 

Marita: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Marita: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Marita: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that with full devotion of 

heart and mind and voice we should praise the invisible God, and the only 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; who, by his precious blood, redeemed us from 

bondage to the ancient sin.  For this indeed is the Paschal Feast in  

which the true Lamb is slain, by whose blood the door posts of the  

faithful are made holy.                                          

 

 This is the night in which, in ancient times, you delivered our forebears,  

the children of Israel, and led them, dry-shod, through the sea.  This is the 

night in which the darkness of sin has been purged away by the rising  

brightness.  This is the night in which all who believe in Christ are rescued 

from evil and the gloom of sin, are renewed in grace, and are restored to  

holiness.  This is the night in which, breaking the chains of death, Christ  

arises from hell in triumph. O night truly blessed which alone was worthy  

to know the time and hour in which Christ arose again from hell! 

 

 This is the night of which it is written: “The night is as clear as the day,” 

and, “then shall my night be turned into day.” The holiness of this night 

puts to flight the deeds of wickedness; washes away sin; restores  

innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn; casts out hate;  

brings peace; and humbles earthly pride. 

CONTINUED → →  



 Therefore, in this night of grace, receive, O God, our praise and thanksgiving 

for the light of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, reflected in the burn-

ing of this candle.  We sing the glories of this pillar of fire, the brightness of 

which is not diminished even when its light is divided and borrowed.  For it is 

fed by the melting wax which the bees, your servants, have made for the  

substance of this candle. This is the night in which heaven and earth are 

joined—things human and things divine. 

 

Pastors Craig & Katie light the altar candles. 

 

 We, pray to you, O God, that this candle, burning to the honor of your 

name, will continue to vanquish the darkness of night and be mingled with 

the lights of heaven.  May Christ the Morning Star find it burning. That 

Morning Star who never sets, that Morning star who, rising from the 

grave, faithfully sheds light on the whole human race. 

 

 And we pray, O God, rule, govern, guard and guide your whole church, 

giving us peace in this time of our paschal rejoicing; through the same 

Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day  Katie from the Altar 

P: Let us pray. Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the  

radiance of the risen Christ. Renew your church with the Spirit given us in 

baptism, that we may worship you in sincerity and truth and may shine as a 

light in the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

All: Amen. 

 

 

SJK The Sacrament of Holy Baptism   → →  



– GOD’S WORD – 

Introduction to the Reading: Pastor Steve Knudson  On Center 

 

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-2:4a –  Creation at the Ambo 

P:  When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was  

complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind 

from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be 

light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good, and God 

separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, 

the first day. 

  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it 

separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separat-

ed the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the 

dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and 

there was morning, the second day. 

  9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into 

one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry 

land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And 

God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegeta-

tion: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear 

fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegeta-

tion: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit 

with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening 

and there was morning, the third day. 

  14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate 

the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for 

days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light 

upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the great-

er light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17

 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule 

over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. 

And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was 

morning, the fourth day. 

  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, 

and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.”  

 Continued →  



21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, 

of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every 

kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruit-

ful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the 

earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 

cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.”  

And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and 

the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every 

kind. And God saw that it was good. 

  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our 

likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 

birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth 

and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

 27 So God created humans in his image, 

  in the image of God he created them; 

  male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and 

fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 

over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 

earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 

upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall 

have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of 

the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 

breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.  
31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.  

And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

 
2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude.  
2 On the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on 

the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the 

seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that 

he had done in creation. 4a These are the generations of the heavens and the 

earth when they were created.  

 

~Silence~ 

 



P: Let us pray.  At the Altar 

 Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet 

more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the 

one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

On Center 

Introduction to the Reading: Pastor Steve Knudson   

@Ambo 

Second Reading: Genesis 22:1-18 NRSVue   Testing of Abraham  

P: God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 

am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go 

to the land of Moriah and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 

mountains that I shall show you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, 

saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him and his son 

Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering and set out and went to the 

place in the distance that God had shown him. 4 On the third day Abraham 

looked up and saw the place far away. 5 Then Abraham said to his young 

men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will 

worship, and then we will come back to you.” 6 Abraham took the wood of 

the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire 

and the knife. And the two of them walked on together. 7 Isaac said to his 

father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said,  

“The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt  

offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a  

burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them walked on together. 

  9 When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built 

an altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac and laid 

him on the altar on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand 

and took the knife to kill his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him 

from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.”  
12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now 

I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only 

son, from me.” 13 And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thick-

et by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt 

offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place “The Lord will 

provide,” as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be  

provided.” 
Continued →  



 15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven  
16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have 

done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will indeed 

bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heav-

en and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess 

the gate of their enemies, 18 and by your offspring shall all the nations of the 

earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.”  

~Silence~ 

Behind the Altar: 

P: Let us pray.  

 God and Father of all the faithful, you promised your servant Abraham that 

he would become the father of many nations, and through this gift of faith 

you increase your chosen people throughout he world. Form us anew by the 

death of your Son, that we may joyfully accept the new life of grace given 

through him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

All: Amen. 

On Center: 

Introduction to the Reading: Pastor Steve Knudson   

At the Ambo: 

Third Reading: Isaiah 55:1-11 NRSVue Salvation freely offered to all 

P: Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters;  

 and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread 

 and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

 and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. 

I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love  

 for David. 4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples,  

 a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5 Now you shall call nations that you do not know, 

 and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the  

 Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 
6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake their way and the unrighteous their thoughts; 

Continued →  



 let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 

 and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

 nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

 so are my ways higher than your ways 

 and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

 and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

 it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose 

 and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  

~Silence~ 

Behind the Altar: 

P: Let us pray. 

 Holy God, you created all things by the power of your Word, and you renew 

the whole earth by your Spirit. Give now the water of life to all who thirst 

for you, that, rejoicing in your covenant of mercy, we may bring forth  

abundant fruit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 

At the Ambo: 

Fourth Reading: Ezekiel 36:16-28 NRSVue   A new heart and a new spirit 

Lector:  The word of the Lord came to me: 17 Mortal, when the house of  

Israel lived on their own soil, they defiled it with their ways and their deeds; 

their conduct in my sight was like the uncleanness of a menstrual period.  
18 So I poured out my wrath upon them for the blood that they had shed  

upon the land and for the idols with which they had defiled it. 19 I scattered 

them among the nations, and they were dispersed through the countries; in 

accordance with their conduct and their deeds I judged them. 20 But when 

they came to the nations, wherever they came, they profaned my holy name, 

in that it was said of them, “These are the people of the Lord, yet they had 

to go out of his land.” 21 But I had concern for my holy name, which the 

house of Israel had profaned among the nations to which they came. 

Continued →  





22 Therefore say to the house of Israel: Thus says the Lord God: It is not 

for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act but for the sake of 

my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you 

came. 23 I will sanctify my great name, which has been profaned among 

the nations and which you have profaned among them, and the nations 

shall know that I am the Lord, says the Lord God, when through you I 

display my holiness before their eyes. 24 I will take you from the nations 

and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own land. 25 

I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your 

uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 A new heart I 

will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you, and I will remove 

from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 I will 

put my spirit within you and make you follow my statutes and be careful 

to observe my ordinances. 28 Then you shall live in the land that I gave to 

your ancestors, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.  

 

~Silence~ 

Behind the Altar: 

CB: Let us pray. 

 God of holiness and mercy, in the dying and rising of Christ you have estab-

lished a new covenant of reconciliation for us all. Cleanse our hearts and give 

us a new spirit, that by your saving grace we may live as your people, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

All: Amen. 

 20 – 30 seconds of Silence  

Stand — The Lights come up. 

 

Behind the Altar: 

Easter Proclamation:  

CB: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

All: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Hymn: ELW #379 

 “Now the Green Blade Rises” 

Sit 

 





At the Ambo: 

Introduction to the Readings: 

L: In baptism we are joined to the death and resurrection of Jesus, set free 

from the bondage of sin, where a new way of life is possible. As Jesus now 

lives, so we can experience a new way of life in the grace of God,  

a reading from Romans chapter 6.  
 

The Lesson: Romans 6:3-11 NRSVue 

Lector: 3 Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we were buried with him by  

baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly 

be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self 

was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, so we 

might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin. 
8 But if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We 

know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 

longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for 

all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider your-

selves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

A: The Word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation  pg. 142 

P: The Gospel According to St. John, the 20th Chapter. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord.  





At the Ambo: 

Gospel Reading: John 20:1-18 NRSVue  
P: Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 

came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.  
2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, 
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent 
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 
saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’s 
head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.  
8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he 
saw and believed, 9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over  
to look into the tomb, 12 and she saw two angels in white sitting where the 
body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.  
13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 
“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be 
the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, 
“Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 
Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not touch me, because I have not yet  
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am  
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ”  

 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen  
the Lord,” and she told them that he had said these things to her.  

P: The Gospel of our Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit    

On Center: Gospel Reflection: … Pastor Steve Knudson 

Stand 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #385                                             

"Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!"       Ambo/Altar: 

          Prayers of the Church →  





– MEAL – 

Offering of Gratitude:  
(Sit) CB: at the Altar:  
P: You may be seated.  
 We give God our thanks and praise in response to God’s mercy and abundance. 

We invite you to place any offering you have in the plate at this time, or 
make an offering electronically. Would the ushers please come forward.  

 

Stand  Lector — Go to Ambo before Prayer; remain up front for communion.  
 
At the Ambo: 
Offertory Prayer:  
L: Let us Pray. Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give 

thanks for these gifts of the earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to 
us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out in service to the 
world; through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving: … page 144 

 

 

L: 

L: 

All: 

All: 





CB Behind the Altar: 
Easter Preface: 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times  

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,  

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses  

 of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus: “Holy, Holy, Holy” … page 144 

Words of Institution CB Behind the Altar: 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;  

this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 





The Lord’s Prayer 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive  those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

 and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Sit 

Distribution of Holy Communion   

P: You may be seated. Please follow the direction of the ushers to come forward.  

There is gluten free bread and juice available upon request. The table is set 

and  all are welcome. (optional) Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

The Lamb of God … page 146 

Communion Hymn: ELW #469  

     "By Your Hand You Feed Your People" 

CB Behind the Altar: 
Stand — Communion Blessing  

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

All: Amen. 

 

 





At the Ambo: 
Post-Communion Prayer 

L: Let us pray. Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. 

With your word and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. 

Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 

All: Amen. 

 

– SENDING – 

Pastor on Center: 
Blessing 

P: The God of all, who raised Jesus from the dead,  

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. 

All: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: ACS #933  

“Day of Delight and Beauty Unbounded” 

 

Pastor on Center: 
Dismissal 

L: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

All: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

L:Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 
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