
 WORSHIP OUTLINE       May 21, 2023      

      
 

WE ARE GATHERED 
 
SONG- BETTER IS ONE DAY 
 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS (pastor front center) 

•  
• ______________________________________ 
• ______________________________________ 

 
WL: Please stand and join me in the call to worship… 

(stand) 

Call to Worship 
Singers help lead congregation parts 

WL: We await God’s instructions for our lives. 
ALL: We eagerly look forward to learning more about ways to serve God. 
WL: The time is coming when our service will be needed here. 
ALL: Let God’s love flood through our service to others 
WL: Wait! Listen! The time is near! 
ALL: Open our hearts and spirits, O Lord, to hear your word for us today. AMEN. 
 
Worship Song – YOU ARE GOOD 
 
Worship Song – THOUSAND NAMES 
 
 

Gathering Prayer 
Pastor walks to altar mic and waits 

WL: Please join me in prayer …  
<PAUSE> 

 



WL: Spirit of love, abide in us and in our worship. 
Whisper your song of love in our hearts, 
that love may flow through every word we hear, every thought we think, 
every word we speak and every song we sing. 
Spirit of power and grace, abide in us, 
that we may abide in your love 
and proclaim your song of love for all. 

 
ALL: AMEN 
 
Confession and Forgiveness (pastor at altar) 

P: God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. 
Let us return to the one who is full of compassion. 

 Spirit of the Risen Savior… 
ALL: You know how easy it is for us to sit here, tethered to our darkness 

and fear. We get bound up by chains of mistrust. We dare not to hope,  
for so many times before we have been disappointed. So we sit here 
and wonder where you are. We are not unlike the disciples who 
wondered also, who feared. Lord, come to us in our darkness.  

 Flood us with your powerful light of love and mercy.  
 Help open our eyes to the good news of your eternal glory.  
 Give to us visions of the place in which love and hope will reign.  
 Forgive our stubborn resistance to your mercy and your love.  

For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 
P: God’s Spirit is with us, embracing us with forgiveness and grace, 
abiding in us with the power of love for all. 
Let us share that love freely with all, and let us bless the Lord! 

ALL: Alleluia! Thanks be to God. 
P: The congregation may be seated. 

 
 
 
 



WE ARE TRANSFORMED 
 

Word – Acts 1:6:17; John 17:1-11 NRSV 
 
Introduction: In acts, the disciples return to Jerusalem after the risen 
Christ departs, and then wait for God to act. Prayer is listening for 
God, waiting upon God. . Before the Church did anything, the church 
waited in prayaer in the expectation that God actually does change 
our minds, our capacities, our imagination, our responses. A reading 
from Acts, chapter 1 

WL: 6So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the 
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7He replied, "It is not for 
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth." 9When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While 
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in 
white robes stood by them. 11They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 
12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is 
near Jerusalem, a sabbath day's journey away. 13When they had entered the 
city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and 
John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 
James. 14All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his 
brothers. 
15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd 
numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16Friends, the 
scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus — 17for 
he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry." 



 

WL: Here ends the reading. Please stand for the reading of the gospel. 
 
 

P:  The holy gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter… 
ALL: Glory to you, O Lord. 

1After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, 
"Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 
you, 2since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life 
to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I 
glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So 
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in 
your presence before the world existed. 
6I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for 
the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received 
them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that 
you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 
world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are 
yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and 
I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have 
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 
 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
ALL: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON – CRAIG 
SERMON RESPONSE – MAKES US ONE 
 
Blessing of the Graduates   



P: High School Seniors and parents, please come forward. 

 P: We are delighted to recognize these high school graduates of First 
Lutheran Church today. It is our privilege to affirm these members of 
our congregation who have completed one phase of their lives and 
enter with expectation to another chapter.   Seniors, as you 
celebrate your achievements and prepare for new endeavors, do 
you thank God for the many ways your faith has been your strength  
and guide? If so, answer, “I do thank God.” 

Graduates: I do thank God. 

 P: As you consider the next steps of your journey of life, do you 
acknowledge that God goes with you; before you and behind you, 
below you and above you, always walking alongside you and never 
leaving you alone?  If so, answer, “I know God is with me.” 

Graduates: I know God is with me. 

P: Will the congregation please rise.  Stand 

 People of First Lutheran Church: as their home congregation, do you 
promise to support them, take an interest in their future, and 
welcome them warmly whenever they return to First Lutheran? 

 If so, answer, “Yes, we will support them.” 

Congregation: Yes, we will support them. 

 P: Do you also promise to pray without ceasing for these brothers 
and sisters, placing their futures into God’s loving hands as they make 
their choices?  If so, answer, “Yes, we will pray for them.” 

Congregation: Yes, we will pray for them. 



 P: The Congregation may be seated.   Sit 

P: Would the high school graduates please kneel, and parents place 
their hands on them and pray with me. O Lord, put these high school 
graduates in the midst of what you are doing.  Fill them with your 
presence. Lead them.  Guide them.  Allow them to bless what you 
are doing. As they move on from this time of graduation, give them a 
call worth living for.    

Now would the graduates and parents change places and parents please 
kneel.   

  Graduation is not just for students, but it also marks a milestone for 
parents and a change in their lives as well.  And graduation is a 
milestone that marks a change in the relationship of students to 
parents…so graduates place your hands on your parents and pray 
with me.   

 O Lord, put these parents in the midst of what you are doing.   
Fill them with your presence.  Lead them.   
Guide them. Allow them to bless what you are doing.   
As they move on from this time of graduation,  
give them a call worth living for. In Jesus name we pray.  Amen. 

 You may rise and greet one another, And then return to your seats. 

 
 
P: Please stand for the prayers of the church. 
Prayers of the Church 

After each petition, please respond with:  
L:  Risen Lord, in your mercy, All: hear our prayer. 



Offering 
P:  You may be seated.  We give God our thanks and praise in response to God’s 
mercy and abundance.  We invite you to place your gratitude card along with any 
offering you have in the plate at this time or make an offering 
electronically.  Would the ushers please come forward.  

Offering Song- OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART 
 

 
Communion   
P: WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, 
after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 

P: Lord’s Prayer: 

  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

P: You may be seated.  Please follow the direction of the ushers.  There is gluten 
free bread and juice available upon request.  The table is set, and all are welcome. 
(optional) Taste and see that the Lord is good. 



 

Distribution – WE FALL DOWN 

 

Post communion prayer:  

P: We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 
 God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
 As we have shared this feast of love, 
 strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
 In Jesus’ name we pray. 
All: Amen. 
 
 
 

WE ARE SENT 
Sending & Blessing From (John 13) 
P: Jesus gave a new commandment: to love one another. 
ALL: Because Jesus loves us, we should love one another. 
P: Go forth to serve. Go forth to love. 
ALL: We go with God’s love and blessing. 
 
 
Sending Song – THE BLESSING 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal 
WL: Go in peace to love and serve the risen Christ! 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 

 

 


