
August 8-9, 2026      5p/9a Worship Service 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost  
 





(9a) Prelude 

 

Welcome   

Stand  
 

Confession and Forgiveness   

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,  

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of  

your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,  

and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

All: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 (brief silence) Most merciful God,  

All: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

 by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our  

 neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will  

  and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 

church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire  

 forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit.  

All: Amen.  

 

Opening Hymn: ELW #822  

  “Oh, Sing to the Lord” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Litany for Ending Sabbatical 

Pastor Katie:  Friends in Christ: Today we give thanks to God for the ministry God 

gives this congregation, and for the leadership of Pastor Craig Brown.  

 We ask God’s blessing on us and on Pastor Craig as he returns to us from this 

Sabbatical time.  

 We give thanks to God for bringing Pastor Craig and his family back into our 

community safely and we look forward to the new things God is doing in our 

midst as we seek to discover more together God’s call to serve all people.  

All: We rejoice that God has brought you back into our presence refreshed,  

and we welcome you with open arms.  

Pr Craig: It is good to be back among God’s people at First Lutheran. This  

 sabbatical was a time of rest and renewal for my spiritually. Thank you for  

 giving me sacred space to accompany my father and my three sisters through the 

emotional journey of selling my boyhood home, and for the opportunity to 

spend meaningful time in London and Scotland with my wife Katie and our 

sons Hayden and Brock. At Holy Trinity Brompton in London I had a holy  

 encounter unlike any other in my life. Visiting the birthplace of The Alpha 

Course I discovered how this class on Christian basics still speaks to the hearts 

of young seekers today and how it might transform our church in the months 

ahead.  Also, this sabbatical I got to visit several other expressions of the  

 Christian church. This reinforced my deep appreciation for our Lutheran lens of 

Jesus Christ’s love and grace for us all through God’s incredible act of sacrifice 

on the cross. What a gift. I am very motivated to preach this good news to you 

all again in new and dynamic ways. Thank you and God bless you.  

Pr. KLL: Let us Pray: Eternal God you will us with every good thing and your stead-

fast love endures forever. We thank you for Pastor Craig and family and for our 

life together. As we receive Pr. Craig from Sabbatical time, enfold us all back 

into the life and ministry of this congregation  for our community, and fill us 

with your spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

Greeting: 

Pr. CB:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you . 

 

“This is The Feast” …  pg. 149   

 
 
 





Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. (brief silence) 
 O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be 

afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters 
from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  

All: Amen.  
      
(5p) Baptism ———> Colored Pages 
 
 
(9a) Children’s Message 
Sit   
Intro to the Reading:  
L: Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we 

gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In  
 comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the  
 eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s  
 presence to others. 
First Reading: Romans 10:5–15 NRSVue 

L: 5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the 
person who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that 
comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into  

 heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the 
abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? 
 “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of 
faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one 
confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one 
who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction be-
tween Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who 
call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” 
  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And 
how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are 
they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to pro-
claim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of 
those who bring good news!”  

L: The word of the Lord  
All: Thanks be to God. 





Gospel Acclamation  pg. 151 

P: The Gospel according St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter… 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Gospel: Matthew 14:22–33 NRSVue 
 P:  22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of 

the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed 
the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he 
was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from 
the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came 
walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on 
the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear.  

 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be 
afraid.” 
  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the 
water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became 
frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus  

 immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little 
faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased.  

 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  
P:  The Gospel of the Lord, 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon: Pr. Katie Lowe Lancaster 

Stand 

 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #763  

   "My Life Flows on in Endless Song” 

 





Lector: Go to the Ambo for the Prayers  

5PM Skip Creed and go directly to prayers 

 

The Apostles’ Creed...Page 105     

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 

   On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

    I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

THE PRAYERS →  

P: God of grace, 

All: hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Passing of the Peace:  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All: And also with you 

P: Let us turn to one another, offering a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

Offering of Gratitude:  

(Sit) P: You may be seated.   
We give God our thanks and praise in response to God’s mercy and abundance.  
We invite you to place your gratitude card along with any offering you have  
in the plate at this time or make an offering electronically.  
Would the ushers please come forward.  

 

Lector—Go to Ambo before Prayer; remain up front for communion.  
 
(9a)Special Music:  "Wade in the Water" arr. Hayes; Michael Kruse, vocalist 
  
 
(9) Offertory Hymn: ELW #167 “Now the Feast and Celebration”   
All: Now the feast and celebration, 
 all of creation sings for joy 
 to the God of life and love and freedom; 
 praise and glory forevermore! 
 Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, 
 whose blood has freed and united us 
 to be one great people of God.  
 Now the feast and celebration, 
 all of creation sings for joy 
 to the God of life and love and freedom; 
 praise and glory forevermore! 
 

Offertory Prayer:  
L: (5p) Please Stand and  
    (9a) Let us pray.  
 Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish 

your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that 
all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 

 

 





The Great Thanksgiving: … page 152    

Ordinary Preface: 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior  
 Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus: “Holy, Holy, Holy”… page 153 





Words of Institution 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;  
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and  
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us  

  not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
   kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P: You may be seated. Please follow the direction of the ushers to come forward.   
There is gluten free bread and juice available upon request. The table is set  
and  all are welcome. (optional) Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

The Lamb of God … page 154 

(9a) Special Music: "Here I Am, Lord" arr. Raney; Sue Keller, flute 

 

Communion Hymn: ELW #785 "When Peace Like a River”  





Lector—go to the ambo as Pastor covers communion elements. 

 

Stand 

The Communion Blessing  

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you, 

and keep you in his grace. 

All: Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

L: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 

abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share 

your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.    

All: Amen. 

(Sit) 

- Sending - 

 

Benediction:  

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,  † one God, bless, heal,  

 and hold you today and always. 

All: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: ELW #756 

 “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” 

 

Dismissal: 

L: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude:  
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