
August 15-16, 2026      5p/9a Worship Service 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  
 





Prelude: “Slane” … Cherwien, Behnke, Rotermund  

 

Welcome   

Stand  
 

Confession and Forgiveness   

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,  

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of  

your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,  

and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

All: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 (brief silence) Most merciful God,  

All: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

 by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our  

 neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will  

  and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 

church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire  

 forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit.  

All: Amen.  

 

Opening Hymn: ELW #886 (st. 1,3,4,5)  

  “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 

 

Greeting   

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 

      “This is The Feast” …  pg. 149  → →  





Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. (brief silence) 
 God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. 

Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and  
 constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
All: Amen.  
      
(9a) Children’s Message 
Sit   
Intro to the Reading:  
L: In today’s gospel, Jesus is confronted by a woman outside of the faith with a 

very sick daughter.  At first Jesus doesn’t think healing the woman’s daughter is 
part of his mission, but she pleads with Jesus from the depth of her heart, “Lord, 
help me.” The rest of the story is astonishing. Our lesson from Romans drives 
home this point that God’s love and mercy is for all people. Our first reading 
comes from Romans, the 11th chapter… 

 
First Reading: Romans 11:1–2a, 29–32 NRSVue 

L: [Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself 
am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin.  

 2a God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were  
once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their  

 disobedience, 31 so also they have now been disobedient in order that,  
by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God  
has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.  

L: The word of the Lord  
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  pg. 151 

 





P: The Gospel according St. Matthew, the fifteenth chapter… 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
The Gospel: Matthew 15:(10–20), 21–28 NRSVue 
 P:  [10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: 
 11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out 

of the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do 
you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He 
answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be  

 uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind 
person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain 
this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 

Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes 
out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, 
and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adul-
tery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a 
person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”] 
  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just 
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have 
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.”  

 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, 
“Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent on-
ly to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, 
saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food 
and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, 
great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was 
healed from that moment.  

P:  The Gospel of the Lord, 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon: Pr. Craig Brown 

Stand 

 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #716  

   "Lord of all Nations, Grant Me Grace” 

 





Lector: Go to the Ambo for the Prayers  

 

The Apostles’ Creed...Page 105     

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 

   On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

    I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

THE PRAYERS →  

P: God of grace, 

All: hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Passing of the Peace:  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All: And also with you 

P: Let us turn to one another, offering a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

Offering of Gratitude:  

(Sit) P: You may be seated.   
We give God our thanks and praise in response to God’s mercy and abundance.  
We invite you to place your gratitude card along with any offering you have  
in the plate at this time or make an offering electronically.  
Would the ushers please come forward.  

 

Lector—Go to Ambo before Prayer; remain up front for communion.  
(5p) Special Music: “The Day You Gave Us, Lord Has Ended” (ELW #569) 

Jared Rogers, vocalist 
 

(9a)Special Music:  "God, We Gather as Your People" by Lohman;  
     Katie Chism, vocalist   
 
(9) Offertory Hymn: ELW #167 “Now the Feast and Celebration”   
All: Now the feast and celebration, 
 all of creation sings for joy 
 to the God of life and love and freedom; 
 praise and glory forevermore! 
 Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, 
 whose blood has freed and united us 
 to be one great people of God.  
 Now the feast and celebration, 
 all of creation sings for joy 
 to the God of life and love and freedom; 
 praise and glory forevermore! 
 

Offertory Prayer:  
L: (5p) Please Stand and  
    (9a) Let us pray.  
 Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish 

your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,  
that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 





The Great Thanksgiving: … page 152    

Ordinary Preface: 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior  
 Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus: “Holy, Holy, Holy”… page 153 





Words of Institution 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;  
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and  
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us  

  not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
   kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P: You may be seated. Please follow the direction of the ushers to come forward.   
There is gluten free bread and juice available upon request. The table is set  
and  all are welcome. (optional) Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

The Lamb of God … page 154 

 

Communion Hymn: ELW #610 "O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come” 

 





Lector—go to the ambo as Pastor covers communion elements. 

 

Stand 

The Communion Blessing  

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you, 

and keep you in his grace. 

All: Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

L: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 

abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share 

your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.    

All: Amen. 

(Sit) 

- Sending - 

 

Benediction:  

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,  † one God, bless, heal,  

 and hold you today and always. 

All: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: ELW #588 

 “There's a Wideness in God's Mercy” 

 

Dismissal: 

L: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude: “A Festal Tune” … J. Weber  
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