
April 18-19 2026      5p/9a Worship Service 

Third Sunday in Easter  
 





Prelude: Easter Trilogy – Arr. Cherwien, Biery, Kolander 

 

Welcome 

Stand  

 

(9a) Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

All: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 

All: Amen. 

P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. (brief silence) Merciful God, you 

 are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still 

 waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, 

 roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us.  

 Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life.  

P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.  

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life.  

P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down  

 barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life.  

P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,  

and for making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels,  

giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 

All: Amen.  

 

Opening Hymn: ELW #377 (st. 1,2,5)  

  “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen”  

 

Greeting  

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

 

“This is The Feast” …  pg. 140  —-> 

 





 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. (brief silence) 
 O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking  

of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming 
work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
now and forever.  

All: Amen.  
      
(5p) Baptism → →  Colored pages →  
 
Sit   
Intro to the Reading:  
L: We are never alone. God continues to open our eyes to taste and see the Lord  

is good. The risen Jesus meets up with two followers and teaches them how  
the story of the Bible finds its center in the cross. 1 Peter connects the death  
of Christ with our life in God. A reading from 1 Peter, chapter 1... 

 
First Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23 NRSVue 

L: 17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each  
person’s work, live in fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know that you 
were ransomed from the futile conduct inherited from your ancestors, not with 
perishable things like silver or gold 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like 
that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before the foundation 
of the world but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21 Through him 
you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, 
so that your trust and hope are in God. 
  22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that 
you have genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart.  
23 You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed,  
through the living and enduring word of God.  

L:  The word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 





Gospel Acclamation  pg. 142 

P: The Gospel according St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter… 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
The Gospel: Luke 24:13-35 NRSVue 
 P:  13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, 

about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these 
things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus  

 himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from  
 recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each  
 other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, 

whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in  
 Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these 

days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus 
of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be  

 condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one 
to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 
things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They 
were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there 
they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said 
that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found 
it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, 
“Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things 
and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, 
he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 
   

 
 Continued →  





 28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if 
he were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because 
it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with 
them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, 
and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, 
and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening 
the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, 
and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were 
saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they 
told what had happened on the road and how he had been made known to them 
in the breaking of the bread.  

P:  The Gospel of the Lord 
All: Praise to you  

 

Sermon …  Daniel Luepke 

Stand 
 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #374 

   "Day of Arising” 
 

Lector: Go to the Ambo for the Prayers  

5p Skip Creed and go to prayers 

 

(9a) The Apostles’ Creed...Page 105 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 

   On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

    I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS →  

L:    Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 





Passing of the Peace: 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All: And also with you 

P: Let us turn to one another, offering a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

Offering of Gratitude:  

(Sit) P: You may be seated.   
We give God our thanks and praise in response to God’s mercy and abundance.  
We invite you to place your gratitude card along with any offering you have  
in the plate at this time or make an offering electronically.  
Would the ushers please come forward.  

 

Lector—Go to Ambo before Prayer; remain up front for communion.  
 

(9) Special Music: "Christ Arose" - Arr. Sandra Eithun Handbell Ensemble 
 

(9) Offertory Hymn: ELW #367 “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” (st. 4)  
All: Adoring praises now we bring and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 
 "Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" Be to the Father, and our Lord, 
 to Spirit blest, most holy God, all the glory, never ending! 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Offertory Prayer:  
L: (5p) Please Stand and  
    (9a) Let us pray.  
 Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have 

set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no 
more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy  
may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 

All: Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





The Great Thanksgiving: … page 144 

Easter Preface: 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious  

 resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself 
to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought 
us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses 
of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

Sanctus: “Holy, Holy, Holy”… page 144 





Words of Institution 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;  
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and  
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us  

  not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
   kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
P: You may be seated. Please follow the direction of the ushers to come forward.   

There is gluten free bread and juice available upon request. The table is set  
and  all are welcome. (optional) Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

The Lamb of God … page 146 

Communion Hymn: ELW #491 “Come, Let Us Eat”  



Lector—go to the ambo as Pastor covers communion elements. 

Stand 

The Communion Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you, 

and keep you in his grace. 

All: Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

L: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 

things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies,  

and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

All: Amen. 

(Sit) 

 

- Sending - 

Sending Service for Daniel Luepke  

 

Steve: People of God, we pause to give thanks and to send forth our sibling in 

Christ, Daniel Luepke. Daniel will son complete his seminary formation at  

Wartburg Theological Seminary and go from among us to be ordained as a  

minister of Word and Sacrament in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

 

Steve: First, we have these gifts to offer Daniel from on behalf of the congregation.  

I invite Sue Padget and Terry Shie, who served as the chair of Daniel’s Internship 

and Support Committee to come forward, along with ____________.  

 

Terry Shie offers a communion kit  

Sue Padget offers a banner to Daniel.  

 

Scripture 

Katie: A reading from Isaiah: 

Thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob, who formed you, O Israel: 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

and the flame shall not consume you. 

For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 



Address 

Steve: Daniel, in holy baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you a 

member of his church. In your time among us as Member Engagement Coordina-

tor and then serving as Intern and Synodical Authorized Minister at Ascension Lu-

theran Church, you have enriched this congregation and Ascension through your 

faithfulness, your prayers, and your witness to the gospel. God has blessed you 

and blessed us through you. 

 

Steve: As you make final preparations to be sent to serve as an ordained minister in 

Christ’s church, we release you with gratitude and send you with our blessing. Go 

now to share the gospel, baptize and teach, announce God’s forgiveness, and pre-

side at the Lord’s table. We will hold you in our prayers. 

 

Steve: People of God, do you give thanks for Daniel’s ministry among us,  

               and do you send him forth with your blessing? 

 

All: We do, and we give thanks to God for our time together. 

 

Prayer 

Steve: Let us pray. 

 Gracious God, we thank you for the work and witness of your servant Daniel, 

formed in faith and prepared for ministry through Wartburg Seminary and the SE 

Iowa Synod, and nurtured among us as your people. You have watched over his 

going out and his coming in. Now bless and preserve him at this time of sending. 

Day by day, guide him and give him what is needed—courage to preach your 

Word, wisdom to shepherd your people, friends to cheer his way, and a clear  

vision of that to which you are calling him. By your Holy Spirit be present in his 

pilgrimage, that he may travel with the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Benediction:  

P: Almighty God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  

All: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn: ELW #547  

 “Sent Forth by God's Blessing” 

 

Dismissal: 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude: Toccata on "Now, All the Vault of Heaven Resounds" - Arr. Aaron Miller  


