Volume ZAL7 Numberl7

i;..‘_:___Th e 1] g h

'0f the' QPmt s

"Fruits of the Spirit" worship
activity from June 28-29.

Renewmg for God's Mission

Progress continues at a great pace on renewing our fa-
cility to welcome like Christ. The first few rooms on the
first level have been completed with new carpet and
paint; and crews are working there way down the hall.
After Vacation Bible School next week, work will start
on replacing the carpeting in the Fellowship Hall,
rm. 104, the stairwells, and into the office area on the
second level by the end of July! Catch up with pic-
tures on facebook, instagram, or firstlutherancr.org/
renewing!

Parking Lot & Plaza Construction

Our parking lot is now closed for re-grading, a new
surface, and landscaping the entrance area plaza. We
anticipate the entire lot being closed for about six
weeks. You Can still participate in worship & events
during this process. You can continue to park in all ad-
jacent lots each weekend, and enter through the Third
Avenue entrance. During the week, park in the PCl
Parking Ramp (between 2nd and 3rd Ave.) and enter
through the Third Avenue entrance.

The Third Ave. doors will be our main entrance
while the parking lot is renewed. This map and
details can also be found at firstlutherancr.org/parking

Inside this Edition:

Drop-off & Elevator Access

You can pull into the 10th St. driveway to drop people
off to access the underpass entrance and elevator.
NOTE: Because of the median on 10th St., you must
come through the 3rd Ave/1oth St. intersection to turn
right into the drop-off area, which is usually the park-
ing lot exit.

More on Renewing:
You Can Get Involved!, pg.2
Renewing Partnership, pg. 7
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Romans 15:7

RENEWING FOR GOD’S MISSION
You Can Get Involved in Renewing our Facility!

There are many hands-on ways you can help with our
ongoing renewing project — and your involvement
will save thousands in contractor costs. Thanks to the
incredible efforts of many members, Level 1 is already
looking fantastic, but there’s still much more to do all
the way through the end of the year!

Here's how You Can Make a Difference:

1. Furniture Moving Team

As rooms are painted and flooring is updated, we
need help moving furniture and storage items in and
out. Due to the flexible nature of renovations, we
often only know a day or two in advance when help is
needed.

2. Painting Crew

Join the team to prep surfaces, mask
edges, paint rooms, and clean up. It’s
rewarding work — there’s nothing
like seeing a freshly painted space
come to life!

3. Door Restoration Project

Our biggest task is removing, refin-
ishing, and reinstalling over 60 class-
room and closet doors on the first
and third levels. This project will be

The Mars' are two people that have jumped right in helping out, with

Special thanks to Head Custodian Rich Hillyer and
member Jim Reese for leading these cost-saving
efforts as our project managers.

Want to Help?

Visit Sign up at firstlutherancr.org/renewing and add
your name to the list to get in on the action. Adding
your name simply means you're open to being con-
tacted — it’s not a commitment. This helps us reach
out efficiently when opportunities arise, contacting
a specific group for specific tasks instead of sending
mass texts to the entire congregation. Thanks!

broken into manageable steps, with Marty (left) painting, and Mark (right) working on one of the first doors

training and guidance provided.

Summer Worship Series:

“limagine the possibilities of what God can do
in us, among us, & through us."

to be refinished.

This summer, our worship series invites us to jour-
ney primarily through the Gospel of Luke, where
the extraordinary breaks into the ordinary, and
divine possibilities emerge in unexpected places.
Luke presents a Savior who brings good news

to the poor and broken, welcomes the outsider,
and gives hope to the weary. The Gospel of Luke
reveals a God whose love opens doors and trans-
forms lives.

During the next few months, your household may experience new activities, busyness, changing schedules,
and routines. Maybe your household is taking a break with a lot of time relaxing or creating new memories
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Youth Take the Lead
in Worship

Have you noticed a few young people step up recently on Sunday mornings to
lead us in song, prayer, reading, greeting, ushering, setting up and/or serving com-
munion since Easter? It’s part of our Growing Young effort Initiative #2 “Work to
involve more youth regularly in visible leadership roles at our 9 & 11 a.m. Sunday
worship services with a goal to see at least one youth in a visible role every Sunday.”

Lead Pastor for Outreach Pr. Craig Brown and our Ministry Engagement Coordina-
tor Maddy Newhouse launched a pilot program with 22 participating young fami-
lies this past spring to have at least one youth leading in some fashion each week
at both the 9 & 11 a.m. worship services. Here’s how it works: Maddy created an
online sign up stretching from Easter to Reformation where families could select
a date that works for their busy schedules. Then the available youth tells Maddy
what role they would like to try. Maddy then partners them up with a willing adult
already serving in that role to mentor them then when they are comfortable, have
the youth take the lead.

We thank God for all of our youth and young adults leading us in worship including:

Hayden Brown Alex Chavez Sophia Chavez Lillian Cogdill
Luke Cogdill Jasmine Draeger Henry Fersdahl Natalie Fersdahl
Daniel Formanek Paisley Inzerello Greta Malloy Connor Mendoza
Reed Shire Ruby Shire Mikey Sinnott Stella Sinnott
Catherine Sklarsky  J.D. Wolfe Tyler Wolfe.

When you see these, or any of our volunteer worship leaders serving, please thank
them for adding to our experience of God and Christian community!

while on vacation. Regardless of your setting, you will
want to explore a different encounter, parable, or
teaching from the Gospel of Luke that will challenge
assumptions and invite us to imagine what God can
do in us, among us, and through us. Whether it's the
possibility of forgiveness, healing, calling, or new life,
we are reminded that the kingdom of God is always
breaking in—often quietly, sometimes radically, but
always with grace.

July 13-14: The Possibility of Mercy
Texts: Deut 6:4-9 and Luke 10:25-37

July 19-20: The Possibility of Being Fully Present
Texts: Colossians 1;15-42; Luke 10:38-42

July 26-27: The Possibility of Prayer

Texts: Colossian 2:6-15(16-19) and Luke 11:1-13

August 2-3: The Possibility of Trust
Texts: Colossians 3:1-11 and Luke 12:13-21

August 9-10: The Possibility of Readiness
Texts: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 and Luke 12:32-40

August 16-17: The Possibility of Devotion
Texts: Hebrews 11:29-12:2 and Luke 12:49-56
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It's VBS & DayCamp Week!

We are so excited to have the staff of Camp EWALU
joining us for our Vacation Bible School & Daycamp
this week, July 14-18! You can still get in on the fun
even if you aren't participating in the -day-to-day ac-
tivities because the entire congregation is invited to
take part in our evening activities!

VBS Family Worship Night

This Wednesday, July 16, we will have a VBS-themed
Echo Worship night - our ONLY Wednesday Echo
worship opportunity for the summer. Gather at 5:30
p.m. to enjoy a hot-dog dinner together, then wor-
ship will begin at 6:30 p.m. We will introduce your
families and friends to a rock-solid foundation of faith
and connect with our unmovable, unshakable friend,
Jesus. We will sing camp songs and more with our
visiting Camp EWALU Councilors, just like a summer
camp worship. (without the fire!)

2024 was a blast with our underwater
adventure; next week we will have an
adventure in the Alaskan Wilderness!

Thursday Pool Party

EVERYONE is welcome to come make a

splash at our Thursday night Pool Party! Whether you
are participating in VBS or not, join us Thursday, July
17, 6:30 - 8 p.m. at the Cherry Hill Aquatic Center, 341
Stoney Point Rd. NW, Cedar Rapids. We have reserved
the Pavilion along the West side of the pool just for
us and our friends, and admission is on us! Just tell
the Desk Attendant you are with the First Lutheran
Group when you arrive!

It's time to get registered for 2025/26!

Registration for the 2025-2026 ministry year is
open — and all online! This one form covers all of
First Lutheran’s Children, Youth & Family Minis-
tries. Whether you're signing up for First Lutheran
Kids, Confirmation, or High School Ministry, this is
the only form you’ll need.

Once submitted, you'llreceive a confirmation email from First Lutheran
letting you know you're all set for the new year. If you have any ques-
tions, don’t hesitate to reach out to Pastor Katie Lowe Lancaster or
Michael Beckmann in the church office. We’re here to help!

Scan the QR code or visit firstlutherancr.org/register
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discover more:

Wednesday ECHO Ministries

Get Involved & Grow in Faith

sunday, nuu 1 "Ll”’" 0-7:30
Haaram' Tyouth's
“""' as 1eaueTs atvas!

Looking for a meaningful way
to serve this fall? Consider
becoming an ECHO Youth
Guide (Grades 9-12) We'll
provide training, encourage-
ment, and leadership growth
as you walk alongside middle
school youth in their faith
journey.

You're Invited to the 2025
Youth Stockholders Dinner!

Join us for a special evening celebrating
the impact of your support!

Sunday, August 10
Or, if music is your passion, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
join the ECHO Worship Band! (Location TO BE DETERMINED
I | We’re seeking vocalists and based on Renewing Construction)
EE“E}IQ [ [ instrumentalists (Grades 6-12)
.7 - who want to help lead our Come hear stories from our youth as they
mhip congregation in worship. share how they led and grew in faith through

We need a new drummer Vacation Bible School. This dinner is our way

this year!!! of saying thank you and showing the

difference your investment has made.

=]

Please RSVP at
firstlutherancr.org/
stockholders.

ECHO Worship meets Wednesday nights,
6:30-8:00 p.m., with dinner starting at 5:15 p.m.

ECHO returns on Wednesday, September 10, so let us know
today if you’re ready to be part of something inspiring!

We’d love to see you there! E
Contact Michael Beckmann to get connected.

: #wheresmichael Summer
y \N\\Q"%%‘M 'M High School Gatherings

_ ¢ High School #wheresmichael gatherings- Find Michael at a restaurant
- and he'll buy you dinner and catch up over the summer! Be sure your
: youth is following us on Instagram @FLCRYouth for more information to
SUMMER 2028 come! (Open to incoming 9th-12th graders and alumni)

#wheresmichael Ongoing Schedule:
All dates are 6 p.m. - 7 p.m. Two more gatherings on Tuesday, July 22, FO”OW us at.

and Wednesday, August 13. Dates may be subject to change, so be sure l@l @FLCRYOUth

to follow our Instagram for the most up-to-date information!
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Providing for Newborns in Liberia, West Africa

Pheobe Hospital is a familiar name to our long-time members. In the late 9os
and early 2000's we had a ministry helping to supply this hospital and part-
ners with everything from generators and tractors to IV stands and syringes,
packing an entire sea container at a time.

Fast forward fifteen years, and we are once again connecting with Pheobe
Hospital and others in Liberia. First Lutheran member Suah Borsay started
working with Global Health Ministries gathering items and creating newborn
baby kits. The kits outfit new mothers at Phoebe Hospital and others with a
few supplies to get them started with their new baby. Suah has retold the
story many times of these young mothers who come in and give birth with no
supplies for their newborn, wrapping them just in bands of cloth.

With the help of family and friends - and most of the space in her living
room - Suah began collecting, packing, and shipping hundreds of newborn
kits through her own collections and word of mouth. As friends here at FLC
learned of Suah's mission, many new options and opportunities to grow the
ministry have arisen, including warehouse space to give the Borsay's their
living room back!

Suah is currently collecting supplies for the next shipment! If you have
gently used cloth diapers or baby clothes; or if you are a bargain hunt- |
ing shopper, you can connect with Suah Borsay on Facebook, or email
her at svborsay@yahoo.com. Watch for more to come for this rapidly #=
growing ministry of caring for young mothers.

Share the Joy with Altar Bouquets

Each week beautiful bouquets that decorate the altar are sponsored
by the members of our church. People sponsoring bouquets have the
option for taking them home or leaving them at the church, where Dee
Anderson will make them into smaller arrangements which are distribute
throughout the church for the week.

Earlier this year Cathy Jansa, who now lives out of state but still joins us online,
(and still gets the newsletter; Hi Cathy!) sponsored our altar bouquets.
She asked that the bouquets be delivered to one of our members who is
home-based and doesn't get to worship in-person. Visitation Chaplain Sheila
Anderson coordinated taking the flowers to Sue Olmstead the week of her
100th birthday! If you have considered sponsoring our altar flowers, but
don't really need them, this option is a great way to spread some joy!

Each newborn kit includes:

« Alarge bath towel

» Acouple of cloth
diapers with covers
and safety pins

« Aonesie ora shirt
and pants set

« Asmall bib

+ Apair of socks

« Asoft stocking cap

+ Abarof soap to
keep clean

All the items are packed
into a large gallon-sized
bag and labeled for
either a boy or a girl.

Sue Olmstead was delighted to
receive a big bouquet the week
of her 100th birthday!

We have several openings available now through the fall to dedicate altar bouquets in honor of your loved
ones and special events. With your dedication you can indicate if you will pick them up, if they should be placed
throughout the church, or delivered to members who don't get to come see them in worship for themselves.

Sign-up is located on the table in the Narthex or you can simply call the office!
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Renewing in Partnership with Wellington Heights Community Church

As part of our Renewing for God’s Mis-
sion Campaign, we are reaching out
beyond our own church to aid part-
ners in ministry because we know that
God's mission is greater than us. Our
local renewing partner is Wellington
Heights Community Church (WHCCQ),
to whom we are granting $50,000 to
expand Christ’s mission in the heart of
the Wellington Heights neighborhood.

Lead Pastor Keeyon Carter says the
church plans to use $30,000 for their
Building Hope building campaign
dedicated to the maintenance and
improvement of their two properties
including replacing the siding on both
buildings and ensuring they are prop-
erly waterproofed. They will also use
$20,000 toward renewing the Welling-
ton Heights Neighborhood with com-
munity events and engagement such
as Loads of Love Laundry, Christmas
Store, and the Flourishing Neighbor-
hood Index.

l- .it Lulheran

The Flourishing Neighborhood Index

In the Spring and Summer of 2024, this project measured the health of
Wellington Heights across economic, social, and structural indicators,
using neighbor-to-neighbor surveys to gather data. They are now shar-
ing this information back with the residents, and carefully listening to
residents' core areas of celebration and concern.

Pastor Carter shared with us that the data showed a great deal of
pride when it comes to the Wellington Heights community, and that
residents' desire to change their narrative because we know that while
there is work to be done, beautiful things are happening in Wellington
Heights that make it amazing and unique.

This project is a shared process, rich with mutualistic collaboration.
All organizations, businesses, and individuals interested in the health
and wholeness of Wellington Heights are

encouraged to collaborate which is why I ‘ ), ‘.' ’J

we are eager to offer our humble support ) ' :

to this young church willing to lead bold \ _-;? ‘4
initiatives to renew the community \ _]}j
Learn more at wellingtonheightscommunitychurch.org,

or find them on facebook to watch a recently published

video about the Flourishing Neighborhood Index project.

from within.

We join the Rev. Sue Briner, bishop of the South-
western Texas Synod, in her call to “pray, pray, pray
for those who are still lost as well as the families of
those who are lost, who have died, or who have expe-
rienced loss of home or property.” Merciful God, hear
our prayer.

As ever and with your support, the ELCA, through Lu-
theran Disaster Response, stands ready to walk with
our neighbors in the Texas hill country as the floodwa-

i

e —

B
— ——— ——

Our hearts break anew with each update about the
catastrophic flash floods in South Central Texas. As
we here is Cedar Rapids know the devastation a flood
can bring, and the long road of recovery to follow. We
grieve the tragic speed and loss of life experienced in
this recent disaster, beyond what we had to bare.

ters recede and communities begin to navigate life on
the other side of this horrific flood. May we be bearers
of the hope found in Christ alone and help shoulder the
burden for those who grieve unimaginable loss. Thank
you to those who have already joined us through your
prayers and support for this work. Contribute to the
recovery efforts at ELCA.org/disaster.
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There's an
App for This

Connect Quickly
with our sign ups,
calendar and more

with the Church app.
Search for "Church
by Ministry One" in
your app store, or
scan this code. Then
open it and connect
to First Lutheran!

You will find Sign up
and RSVP for events
the church calendar,
giving, recent sermon
videos, and more.

The Church
App

"

Ladies' Night Out

Ladies Night Out is a loosely organized affair where the Holy Spirit is busy helping
new friendships form and old ones grow deeper. All the women and friends of
First Lutheran, especially new members and visitors, are invited to gather monthly
at a restaurant for food and fellowship.

On Monday, July 28, 2025 we will meet at 5:30 PM at Zeppelin's, 5300 Edgewood
Road NE, Cedar Rapids. Judy Johnson is this month’s hostess; her phone number
is (319) 423-1326. If you plan to come, please call her to make a reservation, or put
your name and phone number on the sign-up sheet in the narthex.

We’re looking forward to seeing you there!

"Leading with Heart" weekly at Big Grove

Guys, its never too late to join the con-
versation about learning to lead in your
family, in your business, and in your heart.
Grab a cold one together each Thursday [
at 7 p.m. at the Big Grove Brewery in Ce- &
dar Rapids.

We are walking through the book "Lead-
ing with the Heart," the New York Times
best-selling book by Legendary Duke
Men's Basketball Coach Mike Krzyzewski. Even if you are not reading the book,
you are always welcome to come meet with some other guys who are First
Lutheran members and friends, and join in on the conversation!

Contemplative Hands
Monday, Aug. 25 1:30-3 p.m.in Rm. 310

Sometimes prayer simply means slowing
down and working with our hands, knitting
a prayer shawl, chopping veggies, or weed-
ing the garden. Contemplative Hands is an
occasional gathering for reflection while
we work with our hands stitching, knitting,
crocheting, drawing, etc. We gather for
creating, conversation, and reflection.
Don’t have a “hand practice”? Come anyway for the fellowship. Think this will be
a time of silence and solemnity? No way! Laughter and sharing are great prayer
practices.

8 The Light of First Lutheran



Pipes,
Pedals,
& Ple

Summer Organ
Concert Series

Two great evenings of concerts have already passed us by on June 10 and July
8; and you have one more opportunity coming up on August 12 to hear fan-
tastic music that you might not usually encounter in a worship setting from
talented regional artists.

Our final concert is Tuesday, August 12 at 7 p.m. featuring Dr. Mark Bauman,
organist at St. Paul's United Methodist in Cedar Rapids. As with each event in
this series, the concert will be followed with pie & ice cream social!

Bakers Needed!
If you would like to assist with the baking of pies for our final concert
on August 12, please contact the church office (319-365-1494).
Pies should be brought to the church to the church ;
kitchen by 6:00 p.m. prior to each concert. The Musi- £

Thank You for
Your Support!

Music is central to the
mission of First Lutheran
Church. Our newly reno-
vated sanctuary features
outstanding acoustics and
houses exceptional instru-
ments: the Opus 50 Pipe
Organ by Parsons, a Stein-
way grand piano, and a
restored harpsichord.

Through our Musical Arts
Series, we share these
gifts with the community,
offering free concerts
that inspire and uplift
throughout the year. The
series is sustained by vol-
untary donations outside
of the church operating
budget, which support
artist honorariums, ac-
commodations, publicity,
and hospitality.

cal Arts committee welcomes your baking skills!

You can support the series
at firstlutherancr.org/
music-arts

Mark Your Calendars for our Fall Concerts!

The Wolgasts in Concert!
Sunday, Oct. 5, 2025
at 3:00 p.m.

Join First Lutheran’s Organist and Director of Tra-
ditional Worship, Brett and Marita Wolgast, for
an afternoon concert featuring the music of that
musical “giant,” Johann Sebastian Bach. With
the theme, Ah! Bach, the program will highlight
a sampling of Bach’s many compositions for the
organ including both free and chorale-based
works, and transcriptions for organ and piano
duet.

Great American Organists:
Dr. Stephen Hamilton
Sunday, Nov.9, 2025 3 p.m.

lowa-native Dr. Stephen Hamilton has established him-
self as an organist of international acclaim. For nearly
40 years, his name has been synonymous with “concert
touring organist.” Throughout this time, his concerts
have included most major venues and churches
throughout the US and Europe. One of many rave
reviews states, “[Dr. Hamilton’s] performance had
to be one of the supreme moments of music making
in this year’s or any other year’s Orgelfest offerings.”
This concert will be amazing!

The Light of First Lutheran 9



Habitat for Humanity Build Opportunities

Cedar Valley Habitat for Humanity is a ministry partner that helps families in need
build or rehabilitate homes. There are five dates throughout July where they are
looking for willing workers with compassionate hearts! Each opportunity can be a
full day or half-day depending on your schedule; starting at 8:30 a.m. and ending at
12 Noon or 4 p.m.

e July 16 & 17 - setting roof trusses
e July 24 - installing doors and windows

To volunteer for these builds, please directly contact C.V. Habitat Program
Manager Kelly Murphy at kelly.murphy@cvhabitat.org or call 319.366.4485.

Once again, we have assisted the Matthew 25's mission
to help ALL God's people have affordable, save and sus-
tainable housing. This year marked the 10th anniversary
of the Matthew 25 Transform Week. The event brings
volunteers from all over the Metro area — neighbors
helping neighbors in the Taylor and Time Check areas by
restoring and repairing their homes.

This year First Lutheran once again provided lunch one
day for all of the volunteers, and we had several mem-
bers pitching in on home projects as well. Ruth's shred-
ded chicken sandwiches were a BIG hit. Everyone had
plenty to eat and left refreshed for the afternoon's work.

First Lutheran
members and friends
helped homeowners
inside and out, and
provided one of the
lunches for all of the
volunteers working
on Transform Week.
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Please include in your Prayers...

90+ Birthdays in July!

Ulla Wall, 90 years young on July 19.

Sue Helgeson, 91 years young on July 21.
Joan Rust, 91 years young on July 19.
Diane Jacobs, 92 years young on July 10.
Mike Hansen, 94 years young on July 4.
David Johnson, 94 years young on July 14.
Joyce Schaefer, 97 years young on July 25.
Donna Koch, 98 years young on July 19.

... and in early August:

Jan Anderson, 91 years young on August 8.
Carroll Cram, 96 years young on August 9.

50+ Wedding Anniversaries in July!

Mark & Mary Mars celebrate 50 years on July 10.

Ted & Marlene Bey celebrate 53 years on July 1.

Tom & Suzanne Thurman celebrate 54 years on July 23.
Tom & Shirley Stickney celebrate 57 years on July 27.
Tim & Theresa Brandon celebrate 58 years on July 22.

... and early August:

Rick & Rhonda Hill celebrate 60 years on Aug. 1.
Lew & Ardy Finch celebrate 68 years on Aug. 3.
Nick & Kay Gloe celebrate 53 years on Aug. 4.

Hospital/Surgical, etc.:

Mike Den Beste Sally Fairchild Char Marsh
Connie Olwell Bev Leinart Chris Johnson
Bob Anderton Roger Stigers Dick Nemec
Maisie Torson Dave Strauffer  Hal Wilson

Our Sympathy to:
Friends and family on the loss of Chris Hogenson.
Friends and family on the loss of Bill Anderson.
Friends and family on the loss of Marv Quass.
Friends and family on the loss of Char Marsh.
Friends and family on the loss of Albert Kluck.
Justin and Hannah Schaeffer and family on the loss
of his sister, Amy Schaeffer.

Submit Your Prayer Requests to our First Lutheran Prayer
Chain by calling the church office at (319) 365-1494, on our
website at firstlutherancr.org/prayer, or on the Church App

under the Contact button.

WORSHIP GUIDE

Piano-led Traditional Worship: 5 p.m. Saturdays
Organ-led Traditional Worship: 9 a.m. Sundays
Band-Led Contemporary Worship: 11 a.m. Sundays
Worship LIVE online at firstlutherancr.org/live
Radio worship radio on Sunday mornings at
8:30 a.m. on KMRY 1450 AM or 93.1 FM.

July 12 & 13 - Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Commissioning of VBS Leaders
Preaching: Pr. Katie Lowe Lancaster
"The Possibility of Mercy"
Scripture: Deut 6:4-9 and Luke 10:25-37 NRSVue
Special Music: (9a) Dawn Schlesinger, vocalist
(11a) Slayton Thompson, harmonica

July 19 & 20 - Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Preaching: Pr. Katie Lowe Lancaster
"The Possibility of Being Fully Present"
Scripture: Col. 1;15-42, Luke 10:38—-42 NRSVue
Special Music: (9a) Paisley & Steve Inzerello

July 26 & 27 - Seventh Sunday of Pentecost
Preaching: Pr. Katie Lowe Lancaster
"The Possibility of Prayer"
Scripture: Col 2:6-15(16-19) and Luke 11:1-13 NRSVue
Special Music: 9a - Dennis Pedde, Trumpet

August 2 & 3 - Eighth Sunday of Pentecost
Preaching: Pr. Craig Brown
"The Possibility of Trust"
Scripture: Col. 3:1-11 and Luke 12:13-21 NRSVue
Special Music: 9a - Handbell Ensemble

FLC Financial Giving Summary
As of June 30, 2025

2025 Annual Operating Fund:

Y-T-D Actual Income $ 757,795
Y-T-D Budgeted Income $ 750,468
Giving over (under) budget $ 7,327

Giving for the first half of the year finished ahead
of the budget. All planned ministries have been
fully funded through your generosity. Thank You!
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2025 Freedom From Hunger
Food & Fund Drive

According to HACAP, more than
1in 9 people have food insecu-
rity here in Eastern lowa; and 1
in 6 children. The Hunger Team
at First Lutheran invites you to
share your favorite foods this
summer we to help alleviate this
situation.

Throughout the month of July we will gather donations
for this effort. Any food donations you bring should be
brought to the front of the worship space. In this way it
is like presenting an offering to God for God's children
in need.

We encourage families to get involved by donating in-
gredients for their favorite meals. If you have children
or grandchildren, ask them what they would like to do-
nate because it is one of their favorites. Children enjoy
being generous, and this will give them an opportunity
to participate in giving.

To contribute a monetary donation, a special form has
been set up at firstlutherancr.org/hunger. Monetary
donations will be contributed to HACAP. Contributions
by cash or check can also be made at the First Lutheran
office. The HACAP Food Reservoir is the source of much
of the food we serve at our Saturday Evening Meals
and emergency shelters, and we are happy to give back
to them in a tangible way.

Like when friends or family are invited to our homes and
we make a special meal for them, let's share our favorite
foods with the hungry. It is gratifying to imagine others
enjoying the good gifts we have given them as we recog-
nize our abundance and respond to God's love.

Change Service Requested

—JL First Lutheran

discover more:

1000 Third Ave. SE - Cedar Rapids, IA 52403
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General Voicemail / After-hours: Extension 100
Rev. Dr. Steve Knudson Senior Pastor
extension 106 stevek@firslutherancr.org
Rev. Craig Brown Lead Pastor for Outreach
extension 105 craigb@firstlutherancr.org
Rev. Katie Lowe Lancaster Lead Pastor for Discipleship
extension 113 katiell@firstlutherancr.org
Sheila Anderson Visitation Chaplain
extension 135 sheilaa@firstlutherancr.org
Michael Beckmann Dir. of Youth & Family Ministries
extension 112 michaelb@firstlutherancr.org
Brett Wolgast Cantor
extension 111 brettw@firstlutherancr.org
Marita Wolgast Dir. of Traditional Worship
extension 110 maritaw(@firstlutherancr.org
Tanya Rosenkranz Malloy  Junior & Youth Choir Director
extension 132 tanyar@firstlutherancr.org

Joel Reeves Dir. of Contemp. Worship Music
extension 109 joelr@firstlutherancr.org
Bob Koenig Director of Support Services
extension 108 bobk@firstlutherancr.org
Maddy Newhouse Minsitry Engagement Coordinator
extension 103 maddyn@firstlutherancr.org
Megan Roling Office Administrator

extension 103

William Mittelsteadt
extension 115

Rose Gordon
extension 101

Ruth Ehrhardt
extension 131

Rich Hillyer
extension 116

meganr@firstlutherancr.org
Director of Communications
willm@firstlutherancr.org
Part-time Receptionist
roseg@firstlutherancr.org
Food Service Coordinator
ruthe@firstlutherancr.org
Head Custodian
richh@firstlutherancr.org

Ernie Decious Custodian
ernied@firstlutherancr.org
Todd Cornell Custodian

toddc@firstlutherancr.org

Jacob Bartels, Megan Flemming
Avery Karkosh, Kraig Wilford

Jenna Ackman

Worship Production Team

Childcare Coordinator
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