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Week of November 16, 2025


1 John 3:11, 16-24
For this is the message you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. 16 We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers and sisters. 17 How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?
  18 Little children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth. 19 And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20 whenever our hearts condemn us, for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God, 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.
  23 And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24 All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

Opening Discovery 
1. Growing up, how did your parents teach you not to be selfish? Or to think of the other person? How did you pass that lesson on to your children? 

Discover More about the Scripture
2. Count: How many times does the word “love” show up in these verses?
3. Love is linked to specific actions in this passage. Look at each time the word “love” shows up and underline the action that is named. How does that list of actions speak to you? What is your response/reflection on these actions? 
It can be helpful to write the actions down separately. How does that list speak to you? 
4. Why do you think the passage talks about love so much? What attitude or situation among the people he is writing to is the author trying to address? (speculation is ok here.)
5. Do you think the author is talking about loving only those in the church or loving and acting towards people outside of the church?
6. In Vs 23-24, 1 John connects our experience of God in our hearts (abiding) with our outward action towards others. How do you experience that connection of faith and deed? When did you experience a time when you felt that God’s love for you, God’s spiritual presence for you, and your love and action for others were all in alignment, working together? 
7. A challenge for this passage is that it can be used for self-congratulations—look at what I am doing. What makes for the difference between self-congratulations and self-reflection? 

Discover More Together
8. What do you make of this anecdote: Someone called churches, synagogues and mosques, asking for baby formula. Many large evangelical churches responded: We only help our members. Other churches directed them to supported agencies. The mosques said: How much do you need and how can we get it to you. What do you think would be a faithful response? 
9. What is your takeaway from this passage? What will you do the same or different? 
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