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Bible Study
Week of Jan 25, 2026
Epiphany


Theme: Appeal for unity in the gospel. Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the gospel. Discord arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but to Christ. Indeed, the unifying word of the cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the power of God’s salvation. 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in 
agreement and that there be no divisions among 
you but that you be knit together in the same mind 
and the same purpose. 11 For it has been made 
clear to me by Chloe’s people that there are 
quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters 
12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to 
Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to 
Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13 Has Christ been 
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you 
baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I 
baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 
15 so that no one can say that you were baptized in 
my name.16 I did baptize also the household of 
Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I 
baptized anyone else. 17 For Christ did not send 
me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel—and not 
with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ 
might not be emptied of its power.
18 For the message about the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God.

Background: Here are some of the issues that the 
church in Corinth faced: deep divisions and factionalism around leaders, incest and sexual license, allowing divisions of culture enter into the church such as the Lord’s Supper became a drunken party, and Spiritual gifts were joined to the culture’s fascination with superiority. 

Discover:
1) Do you have a story of being on a team or a group where you had to overcome initial divisions or differences before you became unified? What happened? 
2) What contributed to finding common ground? 

Discover More: 
3) Based on what Paul wrote here, what seems to be the problem in Corinth? 
4) What personal stories do you have that could relate to this problem? 
5) How does Paul address the problem? 
6) Paul makes an appeal at the beginning, what is the nature of that appeal? How would you put it into your own words? 
7) What does it mean for Paul to say: Has Christ been divided? What’s divided? 
8) What does it mean to you when Paul says: For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing. Why would the cross seem foolishness to someone? 
9) The most humiliating act, the one that took away all power or status, was to be crucified. So what does it mean for Paul to associate power with this powerless experience of crucifixion? 
10) What is the message about the cross that saves? What difference does that make? 

Discover More Together
11) What is about Christ that knits us together today? 
12) What is it that divides the church today? 
13) What is one lesson you take away from this reading today? How is Paul speaking to you? 
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