
Discover More: Together 
Small Group Study 
 
Together in Community 
Check in with one another.  

+ If there is a new person, welcome them 
and introduce group members. 

+ (High) Share something good or eventful 
that you give thanks and praise for? 

+ (Low) What has been a challenge or a 
prayer concern for you? 

 
Discover More about the Message 
Message Introduction: Malachi means 
literally "my messenger." Malachi and John 
the Baptist are messengers who announce 
the coming of God's peace and salvation for 
the world. God will fill the valleys and level 
the hills and make straight a highway for 
God's good for all. 
 
Reflect on the message you heard in person 
or on-line.  

+ What is something you heard that was 
interesting or engaging? 

+ Is there anything that raised a question 
or needed more explanation? 

 
 
 
 
 

Discover Scripture and Life 

+ Read the scripture. 

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 
1See, I am sending my messenger to 
prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his 
temple. The messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, 
says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure 
the day of his coming, and who can stand 
when he appears? 
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 
fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
descendants of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, until they present offerings 
to the LORD in righteousness.  
4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 
will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of 
old and as in former years. 
 
Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of 
Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler of Abilene,  
2during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John 
son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He 
went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the 
book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of 
God.’ ” 
 
 

+ John does not go to the shopping mall 
or the busy urban centers, but John 
goes to a place away, a wilderness place 
to announce God. What practices do 
you do to make a space for God in these 
weeks of Advent? 

o Devotions? 
o Worship? 
o Quiet Time? 
o Other? 

 
+ John quotes Isaiah about clearing away 

the obstacles, straightening paths, 
lowing mountains, etc. What is an 
obstacle that gets in the way of your 
relationship with God? How is that so?  

 
+ To repent is to change one’s mind, to 

change one’s ways of looking at or doing 
things. What is a time when you 
changed your mind? Changed how you 
looked at things? How hard was it? 

 
 



+ By setting the story in the context of 
political rulers, Luke does not separate 
church and state. Yet, John does not 
appear to rulers, but shows up at the 
margins, in the wilderness. Who are like 
John the Baptist figures today? Who 
speaks truth to power from the 
margins?  

 
+ Who has been a “John the Baptist” in 

your faith life—someone who 
encouraged, or even gave you a “kick in 
the pants?” 

 
 
Together for the Coming Week 

+ What did you take away from the 
message?  What will stay with you this 
week? 

+ As you look to the coming week, what is 
one word that summarizes how you are 
feeling.  

+ Do you have any prayer concern that 
you would like to share? What is it? 

+ Close in the Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Small Group 

December 5-10 

Five Minutes with God 

Introduction.    Advent readings are full 
of surprising messengers who show up in 
surprising times and places.  This week 
Malachi surprised God’s people by 
showing up as a messenger of hope 
during a time of hopeless despair.  John 
the Baptist surprised God’s people as a 
messenger of salvation, showing up not 
in the busy Temple, but in the lonely 
wilderness.  Both Malachi and John 
shared surprising messages of hope and 
salvation that amazed their listeners:  
Get ready!  God is coming to make things 
right with peace and salvation for all! 
 

Spiritual Practice.  This week be a 
surprising messenger of hope and have 

some fun doing so.  On small slips of 
paper, write short messages of hope for 
others.  These can be as simple as:  You 
are loved.  I’m praying for you. Merry 

Christmas.  Then hide them where they 
will be found, perhaps where someone 

who needs some hope can find one.  You 
don’t have to let on that you are the 
messenger, but you can.  If you know 
someone who especially needs some 
hope, consider writing a short note or 

email to let them know you care. 
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