
Discover More: Together 
Individual Devotions  
 
Discover More about the Message 
Message Introduction: Christ’s presence in 
our midst in the wonder of the holy supper 
is cause for singing. The nearness of the 
God in prayer, in every circumstance, is 
cause for rejoicing. The coming of one 
“more powerful” than John, even with a 
winnowing fork in hand, is good news—and 
cause for exultation—for us who are being 
saved. Great joy is the tone for the third 
Sunday of Advent. 
 
 
Reflect on the message you heard in person 
or on-line.  

+ What is something you heard that was 
interesting or engaging? 

+ Is there anything that raised a question 
or needed more explanation? 

+ What is one thing you take with you? It 
may be something to do, something to 
trust, or a wisdom of insight to have.  

You can listen to the message online here. 
https://firstlutherancr.org/resources/sermons  

 
 
Discover Scripture and Life 

+ Read the scripture. 

 

 

Philippians 4:4-7 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, 
Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry 
about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. 7And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Luke 3:7-18 
7John said to the crowds that came out to 
be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. 
Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up 
children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
  10And the crowds asked him, “What then 
should we do?” 11In reply he said to them, 
“Whoever has two coats must share with 
anyone who has none; and whoever has 
food must do likewise.” 12Even tax 
collectors came to be baptized, and they 
asked him, “Teacher, what should we 
do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no more 
than the amount prescribed for 
you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, 
what should we do?” He said to them, “Do 
not extort money from anyone by threats 
or false accusation, and be satisfied with 
your wages.” 

  15As the people were filled with 
expectation, and all were questioning in 
their hearts concerning John, whether he 
might be the Messiah, 16John answered all 
of them by saying, “I baptize you with 
water; but one who is more powerful than I 
is coming; I am not worthy to untie the 
thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 
his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 
  18So, with many other exhortations, he 
proclaimed the good news to the people. 
 
Respond to one of these questions.  

+ Though John may not seem like the 
disciple of joy, yet in his own stern way, 
what is really talking about are acts of 
kindness and gentleness, even in a 
harsh world. See verses 10-14. Share, Be 
Fair, Be Content. What would be some 
modern examples of what John is 
saying? How would you translate them 
for today, or your life?  

+ John speaks of a clearing out of the 
chaff. Luther said that this is what 
happens over a life. The chaff of the old 
Adam, our sinful self, is gathered and 
burned away, so that the forgiven new 
self meets God. There is a progress in 
the Christian life. How have you grown 
as a person in your life? What is the 
chaff that is no longer a part of you? 
(What still needs to be cleared away!)? 

https://firstlutherancr.org/resources/sermons


 
Together in Spirit 
Take time to reflect about your day, your 
concerns, and how God may be speaking to 
you.  
OPTION 1: One word 
As you reflect about your day, what is one 
word that summarizes how you are feeling? 
What might God be saying to you in this 
word? 
OPTION 2: Reflecting on the past 24 hours 
Ask God to calm your self and help you see 
your life from God’s perspective.  
Review the last 24 hours. What happened? 
What stands out? What captures your 
attention? What is a High and Low of this 
time?  
Give your day to God your day. Ask for 
forgiveness where needed. Give thanks.  
Look forward. How might you be more 
loving this day? What is God calling you to 
do?  
Close in the Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personal Devotions 
December 12-17 

 
Five Minutes with God 

Introduction.    Paul encourages us this 
week to rejoice in the Lord.  He suspects 
that we will be surprised by this 
invitation because he repeats this call to 
joy.  Joy is different from happiness 
because it is not dependent on our 
feelings or how well our day is going.  It 
is deeper and more lasting than 
happiness.  Joy is our awareness of God’s 
persistent goodness and grace in our 
lives.  This recognition and gratitude 
come together in joy. 
 
Spiritual Practice.  Remember the 
children’s game, I spy with my little eye?  
One child named the color of a secret 
object, and the other children tried to 
guess the object by looking for things of 
that color.  This week you are invited to 
spy for objects that are pink or rose 
colored like the third Sunday of Advent’s 
candle.  When you spy something pink, 
stop for a moment to be grateful, not 
necessarily for that pink object, but 
simply for God’s goodness.  This 
goodness can be any blessing that comes 
to mind.  As you store up these 
moments of gratitude, expect to find 
more joy in your life.  
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