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The LightThe Light

Pastor Steve talked with WHCC leadership about the 
grant in a breif video interview that can be found on 
our website and facebook page.

Supporting Wellington Heights Community Church
At the October Council meeting, the FLC council ap-
proved a motion to provide a grant of $20,000 for Wel-
lington Heights Community Church (WHCC). The gifts 
will help fund the start-up costs for building renova-
tions to provide a place for ministry to the Wellington 
Heights Community Church, located at the historic 
Paul Engel Center at 4th Ave and 16th Street SE. Pas-
tor Steve and Pastor Craig brought the contribution 
to the church and talked about the future of ministry 
with Pastors Keeyon and Stephanie Carter. Wellington 
Heights Community Church seeks be a church of the 
community and for the community in the neighbor-
hood, bringing the Gospel of Jesus as a holistic witness 
of God’s grace to the needs of people in spirit, body, 
and community. 
 
When Pastor Keeyon Carter spoke at First Lutheran 
Church in August, there was a general sense of inter-
est and excitement for the ministry of reconciliation 
and outreach to the Wellington neighborhood. First 
Lutheran has had a long interest in serving this com-
munity. The council hopes that First Lutheran might 
find ways to partner with this new congregation and 
serve with the Gospel of peace in the name of Jesus. 

The church council also recognizes that such a partner-
ship is mutual. First Lutheran offers resources to help, 
but also First Lutheran recognizes our limitations, and 
that we have much to receive in terms of wisdom in 
the Spirit for what reconciliation across differences of 
race and class might be.  The council hopes this grant 
is but just the beginning of a deeper partnership be-
tween the peoples of First Lutheran Church and Wel-
lington Heights Community Church. 
 
For more information about Wellington Heights Com-
munity Church, see wellingtonheightscommunity-
church.org/
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MidWeek Advent Worship
During Advent we will gather in "Holy Dark-
ness" worship services of word and prayer at 
6:30 p.m. on Wednesdays, December 1, 8, 15. 
Contrary to what was previously announced, 
these worship services will also be streaming 
online at firstlutherancr.online.church. Spe-
cial thanks to the extra work of our AV team!

“Music in the Loft”
On Wednesdays, December 8 & 15 at 12:05 
p.m. Brett and Marita Wolgast will prepare 
us for the Holidays with our annual “Lunch 
in the Loft” concert series.  This year marks 
the 25th anniversary of this event and will 
feature Brett and Marita Wolgast from our 
music staff, as well as our new Parson's Opus 
50 pipe organ! Due to current restrictions, we 
ask you to not bring your lunch this year. To 
stay socially-distanced, you may also sit in the 
Nave. 

Community Concerts at First Lutheran 
We continue our strong heritage of support-
ing the Eastern Iowa Arts community by host-
ing three community concerts this season. 

First, the Chorale Midwest Christmas con-
certs will be held on Saturday, December 11 
at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, December 12 at 3:00 
p.m.  Tickets available at choralemidwest.org 

Cedar Rapids Concert Chorale-Pinkham 
“Christmas Cantata” and Britten “Ceremony 
of Carols” will be presented here on Satur-
day, December 18 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets avail-
able at crchorale.org.

Continued →

Advent & Christmas Activities at FLC

Advent & Christmas Theme: More to Hope
Advent is a season of longing and great 
expectation for God to fulfill promises of 
redemption and life. During Advent, we pay 
attention to both the now of God’s promise 
given in Christ, and the not yet, that is our 
waiting for God to bring those promises to 
completion. Between the now and the not 
yet, we name what weighs down our hearts 
in the time of waiting, we look forward to 
what we shall see, we rejoice in anticipation, 
and we name our deepest hopes and long-
ing. God will respond to our deepest hopes 
and longings in the birth of the Christ child. 

We will locate a manger at the chancel. Each 
week, we will place an object in the cradle 
that captures our longing and hope for God. 

Advent 1, November 28, More to Hope — 
Naming our burdens that weigh us down
Advent 2, December 5, More to Peace — 
What would God’s peace look like in my life?
Advent 3, December 12, More to Joy — 
Where is joy leading you to kindness?
Advent 4, December 19, More to Love — 
What is your deepest longing for God’s love? 

During Advent, we place in the cradle our 
longings, intentions, and hopes. God re-
ceives these offerings and responds with 
the gift of the incarnation in the birth of 
Jesus. From the celebration of Christ’s 
birth at Christmas, to the celebration of the 
Epiphany, the gift of God’s very presence 
has the power to receive all our hopes and 
longings. More than just the birth of a child, 
we discover more of God’s love and grace 
as God’s gift for all humankind. 
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Send Us 
Your  

Christmas 
Cards!

It’s been a long time since we’ve seen each other’s 
faces. You can help spread Christmas cheer by 
sending your family’s Christmas card to the church 
office! Simply mail a card to the address below, or 
email us a picture of your family (marissak@first-
lutherancr.org), and we’ll feature the cards we re-
ceive before worship online and in-person leading 
up to Christmas Eve! 

Mail your cards to:

Christmas Greetings
c/o First Lutheran Church
1000 3rd Ave SE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403

Christmas Eve Worship
On Friday, December 24 we will be expanding upon our usual Christmas Eve worship line-up to allow for more 
people to worship in less-crowded surroundings.

 2 p.m.  Children/Family Worship Chapel/Cherub Choirs
 4 p.m.  Children/Family Worship M.S. Choir & Youth Bells    streaming online
 6 p.m.  Celebration Worship  Celebration Band        streaming online
 8 p.m.  Traditional Worship Adult Bell Ensembles        streaming online
 10 p.m.  Traditional Worship Adult Choir

First we will start with services focused towards fami-
lies and their children at 2 p.m. (with the Cherub and 
Chapel Choirs) and 4 p.m. (with the Middle School 
Choir and Youth Handbells). The 4 p.m. Service will 
also be streamed online. At 6 p.m. we will crank up 
the joy with our Band-led Celebration Service, which 
will also be streamed online. We will round out the 
evening with traditional worship services at 8 p.m. 
(featuring the Adult Handbell ensembles) and 10 p.m. 
(with the Adult Choir). The 8 p.m. worship will also be 
streamed online. 

If you will be joining us in-person and are willing 
to serve in a volunteer role, please contact Daniel  
Luepke in the church office. 

Please note, during the season of Christmas, the 
weekends of December 26 and January 2 there will be 
no Saturday worship; just Sundays at 9 and 11 a.m.

Children's Advent Program Recording
*No Audience - recording only* Our Children's Minis-
try will be recording a special Advent Video on Satur-
day, December 18 starting at 9 a.m. The taping will be 
a "closed set" with no audience so children can sing 
without masks, but we will release the video online 
the week of Christmas for the families, congregation 
and public to enjoy.

From Darkness to Light
On the Sunday before Christmas, December 19 at the 
9 a.m. worship service, we move from Holy Darkness 
to Holy Light as the Adult Choir presents excerpts 
from “Holy Light” by Robert Hobby.

Discover Even More for Advent on Page 10 →
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Children's Advent Video Coming Soon
Since the children in our congregation  have not yet been 
able to be fully vaccinated, we will be crating a Children's 
Advent Program that looks a little different than in the past.

Children who have volunteered to sing will be recorded in a 
safe, and socially-distanced manner without an audience in 
the pews. These songs will then be intermixed with readings 
of scripture and illustrations of the Bible stories created by 
the children of the congregation as well. 

Since no one will be here to see this joyful program in-person, 
we will then distribute it online for the families, congrega-
tion and public to see and enjoy via our website and face-
book page. Watch for this delightful program coming your 
way the week before Christmas!

No Children’s Learning 
on Sundays, December 26 and January 2.
We hope you all will be relishing in a blessed 
Christmas holiday and we will see you again 
in 2022!

Thank you, Alison!
We offer our 
thanks to Alison 
Horak as she 
departs her role 
as Nursery Co-
ordinator. Three 
years ago, we 
were able to hire 
Alison to lead 
our nursery staff. 

She faithfully recruited, trained, and scheduled 
the attendants, kept the nursery in tip-top 
shape, and genuinely loved and cared for each 
tiny human who came to the nursery during 
her tenure. We are deeply saddened to see her 
go, but she has graduated from college and is  
on to a bright future! Thank you, Alison, for ev-
erything you have done for the families at First 
Lutheran! 

Hiring Nursery Attendants!
Need to earn some extra cash?  Love kids?  Want a job that's fun?  Then we have just the job for you! We are 
seeking to hire qualified, part-time nursery attendants as soon as possible. Applicants must be 18 years of age 
or older, available Sunday mornings and possible other times as needed. If interested, contact our Director 
of Children and Family ministries Marissa Kolander, at marissak@firstlutherancr.org or 319-365-1494  x.113
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@FLCRYouth  Middle School Ministry
Middle School Ministry Calendar Dates: 

December 1 – Advent Worship with Families
December 8 – Advent Worship with  
 Families AND Gift Wrapping
December 15 – Advent Worship with Families
December 17 – Confirmation  

Christmas Lock-In!
December 22 & 29 – No Confirmation

High School Sunday Nights
Christmas is almost here! 

Which means there’s a lot for us to look 
forward to — sometimes impatiently. 
But you know the saying, "good things 
come to those who wait”? It's true for 
Christmases now, but it was true on the 
very first Christmas as well. You see, 
the day Jesus came to earth wasn’t a 
sudden surprise. It was the first step in 

a long-awaited plan. In this 2-week series, we’ll hear the Christmas 
story from the perspective of the prophets in the Old Testament, 
who foretold and then waited for the good things God had in store. 
Christmas is a reminder of what the prophets proclaimed: that God 
has always had a plan, and that God’s plans bring joy.

High School Sunday Nights

Dec. 5 - Good Things Week 1
Dec. 12 - Good Things Week 2
Dec. 19 - Christmas Party!
Dec. 26 - No HSM Sunday Night -  
         Merry Christmas!

December Confirmation Series: Advent Worship

Our Middle School Ministry (MSM) for youth in grades 6th-
8th, consists of our Confirmation Ministry on Wednesday 
Nights. For the season of Advent we will be joining with 
the congregation in Worship. Families are asked to attend 
with their youth for worship from 6:30-7:00 (Same time as 
Confirmation). Following worship, youth will meet with 
their small groups like normal and parents/guardians are 
welcome to join in a small group gathering in Room 312.

Middle School Mission Trip 2022

We’re going to try again! This summer 
we are planning our Middle School  
Mission Trip to Milwaukee, WI!   
Check out the information below  
and plan on joining us!  

When: July 10-15, 2022
Where: Milwaukee, WI
Who: Grade 6-8 (Completed)    
    Friends are welcome.
Cost: $500 (Approximate)
(Scholarships available)
RSVP at firstlutherancr.org/connect/
youth

Confirmation Christmas Lock-in 2021

‘Tis the season for our Annual Christmas Lock-In! Grab your friends 
and get them registered at our webpage! Register by going to our 
website and filling out the form! Deadline is Sunday, December 12! 
After this date you are not guaranteed a spot at the lock-in, so reg-
ister TODAY!

  Who: All Confirmation Youth & Friends
When: Friday, December 17, 7 p.m.– 10 p.m.
Where: First Lutheran Church
Cost: $5 (On-line payment)
Register at: https://bit.ly/MSMlockin21
NOTE: If you are inviting a friend, please have their family register 
and do not add them as a participant to your own form. We will need 
their emergency contact and their parental permission to attend 
the lock-in.

Sc
an

 to
 re

gi
st

er
!



6   The Light of First Lutheran

Spiritual Transformation
Spiritual practices are as unique as each one of us 
because our life situations and our personalities are 
unique.  Often, spiritual practices aren’t necessar-
ily what we would consider spiritual, like reading the 
Bible, praying, or attending church.  Of course, these 
are spiritual practices!  However, I’ve also met people 
who run marathons, bake bread, walk in nature, en-
gage in photography, make quilts, and even play ulti-
mate frisbee, and these are vital spiritual practices for 
them.  So what makes something a spiritual practice?

Spiritual practices are spiritual because they are in-
tentional activities that deepen our relationship with 
God and are the ways we live out our faith in daily 
life.  They shape and form us, nurture and enliven us 
as we come to know God, the world around us, and 
ourselves in life giving ways.  Spiritual practices are 
practices because that’s what we do:  we practice.  
Nobody becomes a star quarterback or a concert 
pianist without lots and lots of practice.  Practicing 
means falling down and playing wrong notes, getting 
back up and trying again.  This is a comforting thought 
because it means that we don’t need to aim for per-
fection in our practices.  We simply need to stay the 
course and keep practicing.

Community is important for spiritual practices.  Even 
though we don’t necessarily engage in the same prac-
tices, a spiritual community reminds us that we are 
not alone in the joys and struggles of faith.  We need 
each other for encouragement and reassurance.  This 
December, check out the four-week reflections en-
titled, Advent Prayer:  All for Your Love’s Sake which 
you can find on the website under resources.  In Janu-
ary the Monday men’s study group and the Tuesday 
and Wednesday women’s study groups will begin an 
8-week discussion of the book, Freeing Jesus, by Di-
ana Butler Bass.  Also in January, you are invited to join 
the monthly Listening Communities, either in person 
or by Zoom.  Come discover new spiritual practices 
within supportive a community!

Who is Jesus? We use different titles to name Jesus and these names impact our faith.  With use and time, our 
titles can become automatic without much thought as to what they truly tell us about Jesus and our relationship 
with him.  Names that should be vibrant can become stale, sentimental, or even downright unhealthy.

Join Deborah Hansen, Director of Spiritual Formation, for an 8-week study of Diana Butler Bass’s Freeing Jesus.  
Each week, we will look at a different title for Jesus, such as Friend, Savoir, and Presence, exploring its meaning 
and how it shapes our faith.   Expect our lively discussions to be challenging, stretching, affirming, and practical.  
Books will be available at the first meeting.

Groups Meeting:        
Men’s Group  Mondays, 5:30 p.m.  January 3- February 21
Women’s Group Tuesdays, 1:30 p.m.  January 4 – February 22
Women’s Group Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. January 5 – February 23

Register on the website or contact Deborah Hansen
(319.365.1494 x.107, deborahh@firstlutherancr.org)

Study Groups: A New Book in the New Year!
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Samé Tanzania Partnership Renewed
 
First Lutheran Church has had a long standing compan-
ion relationship with the Lutheran churches of Samé, 
Tanzania. This companion relationship is now being 
renewed and strengthened through the use of zoom 
meeting between members of our Global Outreach 
Team and the Same Joint Companionship Committee. 
On Saturday, November 13, members of both church 
met on zoom to deepen friendships between the two 
churches and to discuss ministry challenges. 
 
The Lutheran Church in Samé, Tanzania, 
continues to grow. What was one large 
parish with many sub congregations, is 
now organized as three parishes. Each 
parish has a pastor and one or two lay 
evangelists, and each parish is composed 
of three or more sub congregations, as 
in a multi-site ministry. Samé is located 
about 100 miles south and east of Mt. 
Kilimanjaro on highway to Dar Es Salam. 

Why a companion partnership with the Lutheran 
Church in Samé? We are reminded that the church of 
Jesus Christ and the mission of God is bigger than just 
Cedar Rapids. In our companioning, we encourage one 
another in ministry, discover common challenges in 
carrying out ministry, and learn from one another. We 
may have financial and organizational resources for 
ministry, but we discover the resources of the Spirit 
that the church in Samé has can inspire and invigorate 

our own church life. 
 
Pastor Steve Knudson and members of 
First Lutheran traveled to Same in 2018 
to visit the congregations.  First Lutheran 
is looking to send a team back to Samé, 
Tanzania, in 2023 to further strengthen 
our relationships. 

Samé, TZ     *

When was the last time you felt you could safely share 
something significant in your life without fear of judg-
ment or gossip?  When have you been listened to with-
out interruption or unsolicited advice?  To be heard is a 
gift we receive and give to one another.  

Listening Companions is a community that comes to-
gether once a month to share, listen, and honor each 
other’s stories.  We begin by gathering for reflection.  
Then, in small groups, each person has the opportuni-
ty to share something meaningful from the reflection 
time or anything else they need to speak and have 
heard.  When we can honestly and safely share our 
stories out loud with others, we can hear our wisdom 
and truth as well as God’s.

In-person Listening Companions will meet the 
first Tuesday of the month from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  Meet-
ing dates are January 4, February 1, March 1, April 5, 
and May 3.

Online Listening Companions meeting online 
via ZOOM will meet the second Tuesday of the month 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  Meeting dates are January 11, 
February 8, March 8, April 12, and May 10.

Please register for one or the other of the two groups.  
You can register on the website (use the same QR code 
as on the previous page) or contact Deborah  Hansen 
(319.365.1494 x.107, deborahh@firstlutherancr.org)

Listening Companions
Sharing, Listening, & Honoring Our Stories



8   The Light of First Lutheran

Congregational Meeting for Elections
Sunday, December 5 between Services

The Church Council has called a meeting of the con-
gregation for Sunday, December 5 between services 
to  electing members to serve on our Audit and Trust  
Committees, and the Council.  

For the Audit Committee, Roger Schultz has been 
nominated to a second term. For the Trust Commit-
tee, Lois Buntz has been nominated for her first term. 

Nominees for the Council are listed below along with 
a brief biography so you can know a bit more about 
each of them. 

Keith Abkes

Keith is a Project Engi-
neer with the City of 
Cedar Rapids, where 
he has worked for 
over 20 years. He en-
joys bicycling, excer-
cising, and spending 
time with family and 
friends. He met his 
wife Tami, during a 
sprint triathalon, and 
competed with her 
for four more years 
annually in the same race. Keith and Tami have two 
four-year-olds, Charlotte and Landon. The children 
provide Keith and Tami a labor of love: bringing chil-
dren up in Christ's example of serving others. 

Shortly after their wedding in 2013, Keith and Tami 
were looking for a new church home that fulfilled 
Christ's calling in them. They identified such a place in 
First Lutheran and became new members. Keith and 
Tami have been involved with FLC small groups and 
Saturday Evening Meal Program. Keith is a member of 
the FLC Housing Team. 

Suah Borsay

Suah has been a mem-
ber of First Lutheran 
since 2000, when Ruth 
Ehrhardt sponsored 
her to come to Cedar 
Rapids from Liberia in 
West Africa.  She was  
later joined by her 
husband, Ivan Borsay 
and 3 daughters Ruth, 
Glorie and Hannah in 
2002. Shortly after 
God blessed them with their son, Jubilee in 2004. They 
also have a precious grandson, Juliyen.

Suah's father was pastor for the Lutheran Church in 
Liberia for 32 years. She knows the outreach of the 
ELCA first hand, and has experienced the work and 
power of God through the church in Africa and the 
USA.

Suah's gift of empathy gives her a passion to serve in 
the church and community. Some of her recent roles 
have included: SE Iowa Synod Council 2016-2020, 
Habitat for Humanity volunteer, Rider's Club volun-
teer driver and Global Health Ministires deliveries to 
Minneapolis. Within First Lutheran she has served 
with S.E.M.P., the Hunger Team, and Global Outreach 
Team. 

As a vocation she has worked at Transamerica/Aegon 
Global Services as a Business Application Analysts 
since 2007. 

Kari Bruns

Kari has been a member of First Lutheran Church since 
2010, after moving to Cedar Rapids from Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. She and her husband, Kevin, have two 
children, Jacob and Julia. Jacob is currently a sopho-
more at Kennedy High School, and Julia is in eighth 
grade at Harding Middle School. 



The Light of First Lutheran   9

Kari works part time 
jobs at both HyVee 
and Mode. She keeps 
busy with kids’ ac-
tivities, walks with 
friends, yoga, and 
spending time with 
her family. Kari also 
enjoys volunteering 
in the school system 
and at the Hiawatha 
Public Library.  

Kari has been involved in both Children’s Ministry, 
and Youth Ministry at First Lutheran. She has taught 
Kid Zone and confirmation and has also been involved 
in SEMP and Operation Backpack. 

Jim Jahnke

Jim grew up in Iowa City 
and was a member of 
Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church where he was 
baptized and confirmed.  
He attended Iowa State 
University where he 
got his Engineering de-
gree and met his wife 
Anne.  After college they 
moved to the Chicago 
suburbs for a few years 
and then moved to the 
Denver, CO area.  In October of 2000 they moved 
back to Iowa and purchased their current home in Ce-
dar Rapids.  He joined First Lutheran in 2001.  In 2002 
the Jahnke’s were blessed with twins Sam and Sarah 
who are now freshmen at Iowa State.

Jim has ushered many Sundays over the last 20 years 
and has washed a lot of dishes as a SEMP volunteer.  
He is currently chairperson of the H3GO committee.
Jim is a Project Engineering Leader with Centro Incor-
porated in North Liberty.  In his spare time he likes to 
do woodworking, home projects, and fixing broken 
stuff around the house.  

Church Medical Team Update
November 17, 2021 

Our Church Medical Team met and decided in light 
of Linn County’s continued transmission rate in the 
“high transmission” category of Covid (14.63%) we 
will continue to require face masks for all mirroring 
the CDC’s recommendation for “fully vaccinated 
people to wear a mask in public indoor settings in 
areas of substantial or high Covid-19 transmission.” 

Several people meeting in small group gatherings in 
the church have told us they would like the person 
speaking to remove their face mask if they are com-
fortable doing so to be heard clearly by the rest of 
the group.  Our doctors agreed this is low-risk and 
were o.k. with that being allowed.  We will continue 
to require facemasks for all in larger gatherings such 
as every worship service of any size, including all ser-
vices on Christmas Eve.

We will gather for our next meeting at 5:30 p.m. Wed. 
Dec. 1 on Zoom. 

Present were Dr. Cindy Hanawalt, Dr. Tork Harman, 
Dr. Gordon Baustian, and Dr. Carla Schulz from 
medical, Pr. Steve Knudson, Pr. Craig Brown, Marita 
Wolgast, Joel Reeves, and Daniel Luepke from staff, 
Tonya Trudo and Doug Pauls from council, and Ted 
Bey from our worshiping community. Rachel Truitt 
and Judy Johnson were absent. 

Get our Spotlight Emails
Get the latest, news, events, cancellations and 
more from First Lutheran Church, so you can stay 
connected and we can discover more: together.

You have to opt-in to our Spotlight Email list, 
which you can do here:    bit.ly/FLCspotlight

Our emails have been infrequent recently due to 
the amount of time invested in launching a new 
website, but they will return to a more weekly 
routine. 

https://bit.ly/FLCspotlight
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Making Christmas Merrier
for the Children at Four Oaks
For many years we have partnered with Four Oaks to 
provide Christmas gifts to youth in their residential  
facilities who cannot be with loved ones around the  
holidays. The individuals we are providing gifts for 
range from infants to 18 years of age, so there is a little 
bit of everything in need. As a congregation we have 
taken on the responsibility to provide 250 gifts!

Visit firstlutherancr.org/gift-tags to choose a child who needs your help. 
Shop for your items, then drop them off at the church on or before Sun-
day, December 5. Our Confirmation Youth will wrap all of the gifts that 
week before they are delivered to Four Oaks. 

Members of the Hope Team stand 
with a truck full of gifts ready for 
delivery to Four Oaks after one of 
our Christmas Gift collections.

Advent is the season that embraces the reality of 
darkness with the hope of the coming light of Christ.  
Although liturgically Advent begins a new year in the 
Church, all around us the darkness of night grows 
longer, and the year is coming to an end.  In Decem-
ber, much of life around us begins winter sleep.  The 
Church has a bedtime service of prayer called, Com-
pline. Compline offers the last prayers of the day, and 
the word compline means, completion.  

Advent Prayer:  All for Your Love’s Sake is an oppor-
tunity to reflect on the bedtime prayer of Compline 
during the four weeks of Advent.  Each reflection 
includes an introduction to the week’s theme, a 
scripture, spiritual practice invitations, and the prayer 
from which the reflections come. Because these re-
flections are available on First Lutheran’s website, 
you can access them any time you need a pause in 
the busyness of the season.

ADVENT PRAYER:
ALL FOR YOUR LOVE’S SAKE

Look for the link in the Advent Section  
of Our Homepage, or go directly to  

firstlutherancr.org/connect/advent-reflection

Advent & Christmas, Continued!

History Reborn
Own a Piece of First Lutheran

In the renovation of the Nave around 1980, the con-
gregation greatly increased the lighting of the space 
by adding the many chandeliers. These were done 
in the "Lichtplastik" style made famous by the Swiss 
designer Robert Haussmann; and some think they 
may have even been from his design workshop - but 
these details seem to be lost to history. (if you know, 
please inform us!)

When we took down the chandeliers in our recent 
renovation, several went to artists to be repurposed; 

one was our own Neil Ander-
son. Neil made several lamps 
and has donated the floor 
lamp pictured to the church 
as a silent auction item. 

He purposefully kept the 
bare-bulb design with three 
lamps that can be switched 
individually, and gave a nod 
to its church origins with an 
antique stained glass base. 

Look for the lamp in the  
narthex and make your bids 
during the Advent season!

https://firstlutherancr.org/give/gift-tags
https://www.firstlutherancr.org/connect/advent-reflection


WORSHIP GUIDE
In-Person Traditional Worship 

5 p.m. Saturdays or 9: 00 a.m. Sundays
In-Person Celebration Worship 

11 a.m. on Sundays 

LIVE Online Sunday at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Firstlutherancr.online.church

Radio worship radio on Sunday mornings 
at 8:30 a.m. on KMRY 1450 AM or 93.1 FM.

    ____________________________

Advent Mid-Week Worship Services 
Dec. 1, 8, & 15 at 6:30 p.m. in person or online

Dec. 4 & 5 — The 2nd Sunday in Advent
  Preaching: Pastor Steve Knudson
  Sermon: "More to Peace"
  Scripture: Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 3:1-6  NRSV
  Special Music: 5p: Chapel Choir
 9a: Coe Handbell Quartet; M.S. Choir,
  Youth Bells, Cherub Choir

Dec. 11 & 12 – The 3rd Sunday in Advent
  Preaching: Pastor Craig Brown
  Sermon: "More to Joy"
  Scripture: Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 NRSV
  Special Music: 9a: Resonaré Ringers; 
  Handbell Ensemble

Dec. 18 & 19  – The 4th Sunday in Advent
 Preaching: Pastor Steve Knudson 
 Sermon: "More to Love"
 Scripture: Luke 1: 39-55 NRSV
 Special Music: 9a – The Adult Choir Presents   
     selections of "Holy Light" by Robert Hobby

Dec. 24 — Christmas Eve
    See page 3 for our complete schedule with  
    worship times and musical ensembles.

Dec. 26 — The 1st Sunday of Christmas
   Note: No Saturday Evening Worship
   Preaching: Pastoral Intern Rebekah Nelson!
   Scripture: Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-4; 
 John 1:1-9 NRSV
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90+ Birthdays in December!                            
Faye Birky, 90 years young on December 18.
Joyce Munson, 91 years young on December 26.
Robert Snelson, 92 years young on December 4.
Lyle Jensen, 93 years young on December 28.
Betty Kruse, 94 years young on December 26. 

50+ Wedding Anniversaries in December!  
Dave & Sue Tesdahl, 51 years on December 27.
Jeff & Marla Thompson, 54 years on December 30.
Mark & Lois Hoper, 55 years on December 17.
Bob & Maggie Hirschfeld, 57 years on December 7.
Dennis & Karen Kral, 60 years on December 28.

Hospital/Surgical, etc.:     *released as of Nov. 29  
Dick Johnson* Jan Schulz* Bob Sprengeler*
Richard Lenth*

Our Sympathy to:                 
Mickey and Jasmine Wu on the death of Jasmine’s brother, 

Oliver Lim Chaing.

Mary Kay and Richard Grodt on the death of Mary Kay’s 
brother, Tom Hickle, 

Please include  
in your Prayers...

Financial Giving Summary
as of Nov. 30, 2021  

Y-T-D Actual Income              $  1,284,065
Y-T-D Budgeted Income       $    1,211,832  
Giving over (under) budget  $      72,233 

Your faithful giving has been greater than  
budget through the first eleven months of 2021. 

All planned ministry programs have been fully 
funded through your generosity. Thank You!

https://firstlutherancr.online.church/
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General Voicemail / Afterhours Extension 100
 Rev. Dr. Steve Knudson  Senior Pastor 
 extension 106 stevek@firslutherancr.org
 Rev. Craig Brown Associate Pastor 
 extension 105 craigb@firstlutherancr.org
 Intern Rebekah Nelson Pastoral Intern 
	 extension	104	 rebekahn@firstlutherancr.org
 Deborah Hansen Director of Spiritual Formation 
	 extension	107	 Deborahh@firstlutherancr.org
 Bob Koenig Director of Support Services 
 extension 108  bobk@firstlutherancr.org
 Marissa Kolander Dir. of Children & Family Ministries 
  extension 113 marissak@firstlutherancr.org
 Marisa Inzerello Children & Family Ministry Assistant 
  extension 114 minzerello@firstlutherancr.org
 Michael Beckmann Dir. of Youth & Family Ministries 
  extension 112 michaelb@firstlutherancr.org
 Brett Wolgast   Cantor 
  extension 111 brettw@firstlutherancr.org
 Marita Wolgast Coor. of Traditional Worship 
  extension 110 maritaw@firstlutherancr.org
 Isaac Langley Director of Middle School Choir
 Tanya Rosenkranz Malloy Director of Children’s Choirs 
  extension 132 tanyar@firstlutherancr.org
 Joel Reeves Dir. of Contemp. Worship Music 
 extension 109 joelr@firstlutherancr.org
 Daniel Luepke Ministry Engagement Coordinator 
 extension 115 daniell@firstlutherancr.org
 William Mittelsteadt Director of Communications 
 extension 115 willm@firstlutherancr.org
 Tammy Horak Office Administrator 
 extension 102 tammyh@firstlutherancr.org
 Rose Gordon Part-time Receptionist 
 extension 101 roseg@firstlutherancr.org
 Ruth Ehrhardt Food Service Coordinator 
  extension 131 ruthe@firstlutherancr.org
 Rich Hillyer Head Custodian 
 extension 116 richh@firstlutherancr.org
 Scott Peterson Custodian

1000 Third Ave. SE • Cedar Rapids, IA  52403
Ph: (319) 365-1494      www.firstlutherancr.org

We invite you to help us decorate our Chancel with poinsettias for 
our Christmas Eve Worship Services! You may dedicate poinsettia 
plants as a memorial, celebration, or in honor of a person or 
occasion. We are continuing to offer the opportunity to dedicate a 
“virtual plant”. Instead of purchasing flowers, money given for these 
dedications will be given as a Christmas present from us to Helping 
Hands Ministries, who provide community assistance to people in 
need. 

Plants are available for $12 or $22, according to size. If you would 
like an actual plant to be purchased so you can take it home, please 
fill in the bottom boxes of this form. Virtual Plant dedications can 
be made for any amount. Dedications will be accepted through 
Sunday, December 19.

A list of the dedications will be in the Christmas Eve bulletins. 
Plants my be taken home after worship on Sunday, Dec. 26 or 
picked up during the week, Dec. 28-30. 

Dedications can also be made online at firstlutherancr.org/
poinsettia

 
Donor(s):        

 

Dedication (indicate if the dedication is in memory, honor,  
or celebration):  

 

 

 

 
For decorative plant purchases:

Number of small plants we would like to purchase:  x $12

Number of large plants we would like to purchase:       x $22 

     For virtual plant dedication,  
      our gift to Helping Hands: Amount attached: $   
 

                                                                       Grand total: $  

Christmas Poinsettia Dedications
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