
Discover More: Together 
Small Group Study 
 
Together in Community 
Check in with one another.  

+ If there is a new person, welcome them 
and introduce group members. 

+ (High) Share something good or eventful 
that you give thanks and praise for? 

+ (Low) What has been a challenge or a 
prayer concern for you? 

 
 
Discover More about the Message 
Message Introduction: Stories of 
beginnings have a way of saying something 
fresh and new long after they happened. 
We ask our parents about the day we were 
born, or the early years growing up. We 
gather for reunions and tell stories of when 
we were young, and we have a fresh 
perspective on where are now. During the 
weeks of Epiphany, we return to the stories 
of the first weeks of Jesus’ ministry. And we 
discover the stories of baptism, call, and 
teaching still have something more to say to 
us today. We are never done with the story 
of God, there is always something more 
that God has to say to us, because even 
now, today, Jesus says to us: come, follow 
me.  
 
 

Reflect on the message you heard in person 
or on-line.  

+ What is something you heard that was 
interesting or engaging? 

+ Is there anything that raised a question 
or needed more explanation? 

 
Discover Scripture and Life 

+ Read the scripture. 
 

Isaiah 43:1-7 
1But now thus says the LORD, 
 he who created you, O Jacob, 
 he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
 I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2When you pass through the waters, I will 
be with you; 
 and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be 
burned, 
 and the flame shall not consume you. 
3For I am the LORD your God, 
 the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 
 Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
4Because you are precious in my sight, 
 and honored, and I love you, 
I give people in return for you, 
 nations in exchange for your life. 
5Do not fear, for I am with you; 
 I will bring your offspring from the east, 
 and from the west I will gather you; 
6I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
 and to the south, “Do not withhold; 

bring my sons from far away 
 and my daughters from the end of the 
earth— 
7everyone who is called by my name, 
 whom I created for my glory, 
 whom I formed and made.” 
 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
15As the people were filled with 
expectation, and all were questioning in 
their hearts concerning John, whether he 
might be the Messiah, 16John answered all 
of them by saying, “I baptize you with 
water; but one who is more powerful than I 
is coming; I am not worthy to untie the 
thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 
his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 
  21Now when all the people were 
baptized, and when Jesus also had been 
baptized and was praying, the heaven was 
opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended 
upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a 
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

+ Did you ever have to learn the 
fundamentals of a sport? or a 
profession or job? What were the 
fundamentals, what did it take to 
learn them? 

+ As a child, who was the one who 
conveyed that you were loved? How 
did they do it?  



+ How did you convey your 
love/affirma-tion to your children? 
How do you do it the same or 
differently with grandchildren? 

+ There are times when this 
affirmation is under stress or doubt. 
The world fails us. We fail ourselves. 
We suffer. We wonder—are we still 
beloved? In those times, what keeps 
you grounded in God’s love? Or 
reminds you of it?  

+ How is Isaiah a witness to God’s 
promise when we wonder whether 
it is still true? 

+ Who could you bless this week? 
Who needs to hear this affirmation?  

 
Together for the Coming Week 

+ What did you take away from the 
message?  What will stay with you this 
week? 

+ As you look to the coming week, what is 
one word that summarizes how you are 
feeling.  

+ Do you have any prayer concern that 
you would like to share? What is it? 

+ Close in the Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Small Group 

January 9-14 

Five Minutes with God 

Introduction.  The time between 
Christmas and Lent can feel a bit like a 
letdown.  We’ve just had all the joy that 
Christmas brings.  Now we wait for the 
opportunities that Lent offers to deepen 
our faith as we journey towards 
Jerusalem, Good Friday, and Easter. 
However, this in between time called 
Epiphany gives us practice at looking for 
those moments when God shows up in 
the life of Jesus and in our own lives in 
surprising ways.  Epiphany means "a 
revealing scene or moment," and these 
moments in Jesus’ life and our own give 
us windows into God’s reality in our 
midst.   
 
Spiritual Practice.  This week we are 
surprised by a voice from heaven 
exclaiming, “You are my child; you are 
beloved,” words of belonging and love 
for Jesus and for us.  Spend 5 minutes 
with God this week talking about the 
times and places you knew/know that 
you belong to God, that you are loved.  If 
these are hard to remember, talk to God 
about your longings and 
disappointments.  Either way, be ready 
for God to surprise you with Epiphany 
moments of love and belonging in the 
coming weeks. 
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