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The LightThe Light

Discover More: Together in 2022

From the Desk of Pastor Steve Knudson

We know that the destina-
tion of faith is life with God. 
Faith is also a journey of dis-
covering more about God 
and God’s call for us that 
happens over our whole life. 
We are never done growing 
in our relationship with God 
and growing in the spiri-
tual gifts of faith, hope, and 
love. What are we called to 
discover in the coming year? 

We all know how important friendships are in the 
journey of life. Whether we have many friends, or few, 
those relationships are so important. Is it any wonder 
that Jesus called his disciples friends, because that 
captured something of depth of relationship with 
them. We sing, “What a Friend we have in Jesus,” and 
when we welcome one another into a church, we ex-
tend a hand of friendship. What will be the important 
friendships for you in 2022? 

The church council identifies the challenge of renewed 
engagement in the life of the church and renewing re-
lationships with one another as a faith community as 
a primary goal and task for 2022. The pandemic and 
social disruptions have had an impact on our ability to 
do what we used to take for granted, especially gath-
ering for worship and Sunday morning learning, or 
gathering and creating new fellowship groups. What 
are the opportunities to discover more, together?

The church council will 
form a ministry team to 
reach out to you to dis-
cover what is important 
for you. We want to be 
responsive to members 
and friends, especially as 
you may be wondering 
and questioning what 
is important for you as 
a member of this faith 
community. As this team reaching out to you, they 
do so with an understanding that some have clearly 
know what they seek, while others are still searching 
themselves. 

 
We want to be 
responsive to  

members and friends  
 questioning what  
is important as a 
member of this  

faith community.  

CONTINUED → 



Sheila Anderson Joins Staff 
as Visitation Chaplain
Sheila Anderson joins the First Lutheran 
Church ministry team as the visitation chap-
lain, beginning the first of the new year. She 
will carry out the duties of visitation of the 
homebound, as well as support Senior Adult 
Ministry, Stephen Ministry, and Grief Care. 
Sheila will continue the ministries carried 
out by Pr. Bradway and Pr. Urlaub these past 
years. 

Sheila has been a member of First Lutheran 
for many years. She has been involved in 
the Spiritual Direction ministries of First Lu-
theran, and recently completed a three-year 
training in spiritual directdion for the Fran-
ciscan Center for Spirituality at La Crosse. 
The Church Council with the support of the 
synod Bishop will appoint Sheila to bring 
communion to those homebound. 

Pastor Steve said, “We are fortunate to have Sheila available to serve 
in this important ministry. She brings a spirit of peace and discernment. 
She is a gracious person. She will bring much to the staff and ministry of 
First Lutheran Church. Please join me in welcoming Sheila to the staff 
and ministry team.”

Pr. Cindy McKenzie served in an interim capacity during the fall. She is 
being called to serve congregations in transition as interim pastor. We 
say thanks to Cindy for her many visits in the fall, and we wish her God’s 
speed in her new ministry settings. 
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Many members have long estab-
lished relationships in the church. 
Others who are new, or more re-
cent seek to discover those kinds 
of friendships for themselves. And 
then there are those who have 
been through a time of transition 
and realize that now may be a time 
to make new friendships, to dis-
cover new relationships of mean-
ing. The journey is individual to 
each of us, yet the church is called 
to make possible that journey of 
relationship discovery. What new 
friendships might God be calling 
you to discover in 2022?

May God open doors of discovery, 
that you may find friends in Christ 
and discover there is always some-
thing more to being a people of 
God in Christ. 

Blessings in 2022

Pastor Steve Knudson 

Discover More: Together  
in 2022, continued 

The First Lutheran Cross Banner 
 
You have undoubtedly noticed the multi-layered banner hanging in the worship 
space which features the shape and colors of our cross logo. These were designed 
and created by local artist Stephanie Heifner. 

Stephanie is a member of St. Paul's UMC up the road from us and has also designed 
works of art for their ministry. Check out more of her creative work at facebook.
com/stephanieheifnerartist

Sheila Anderson, a 
long-time member and 
trained Spiritual Director 
will be joining the staff 
to lead several Spritual 
Care ministries. 



Camperships – Step By Step
1.   Fill out & submit First Lutheran Campership Application form at firstlutherancr.

org/campership or scan the QR code: (If you are sending multiple children to 
camps, please complete one form per child).

2. Complete the online registration form from the Christian camp of your choice 
and pay their deposit.  We will then coordinate the campership payment on 
your behalf to the balance. 

3. Watch for an email from us confirming your campership.

First Lutheran provides Camperships of $100 for a week-long camp, 
or $50 for mini-week or Family Camp.

Let us Help with your Summer Camp Experience!
We invite your son or daughter to come along this 
summer for an exciting experience of living in Chris-
tian community with a camp counselor and other 
youth.  The community of First Lutheran Church is 
committed to our children and youth attending camp, 
and so we offer Camperships for those attending a 
Christian camp this summer.

In order to ensure that everyone’s registration forms 
get turned in on time and meet early registration 
deadlines, we ask that you complete all of the regis-
tration steps outlined below no later than February 7, 
2022.  We will notify you once we have arranged the campership payment with your camp of choice, 
and the camp will send you a statement on your remaining balance due.

Scan to register 
for our camper-
ship funding.
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Annual Meeting Scheduled for February 6
The council has set Sunday, February 6 at 1 o’clock for the annual 
meeting of First Lutheran Church. Because of COVID, no meal will 
be provided. Congregation members are invited to come to the 
sanctuary for the meeting. The principal action will be to approve 
the ministry budget for 2022, as well as review the ministry accom-
plishments of 2021 and receive financial reports. 

Members and friends of First Lutheran continue to support the 
ministry of the church through prayer and strong financial giving. 
The staff and ministry teams continue to offer creative programs. 
Though life has been disrupted by the pandemic, First Lutheran 
continues a vital ministry and is making plans for new ventures in 
2022. 
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Giving Thanks and Recognition for Marissa Kolander
The Church Council has designated Sunday, January 
23, as a day of recognition and thanks for the ministry 
of Marissa Kolander. Marissa gave notice that her time 
of ministry at First Lutheran has come to conclusion. 
We want to be sure to offer thanks and to remember 
the significant impact 

The Council and Children’s leadership team will offer a 
special time on Sunday morning, January 23 between 
services for children, parents, and congregation mem-
bers to offer Marissa recognition and thanks. We will 
also offer a service of sending at the conclusion of the 
Sunday morning worship services. 

Marissa came to First Lutheran Church more than 12 
years ago at a time of transition and need. Along with 
a team of committed parents, Marissa provided lead-
ership, imagination, and energy to the program. For 
many, she has been the shaping influence in their faith 
development. She will be missed. 

More information about January 23 will be offered 
through the Spotlight and announcements. 

Marissa Kolander says Goodbye

It has been an honor and a 
privilege to have been wel-
comed back to serve the 
congregation which has 
been foundational to my 
faith. In many ways having 
been hired to share in min-
istry with you here has been 
a dream come true. It has 
been a journey I do not take 
for granted, but it is now 
also a journey from which I 

am being called away. Sunday, January 23 will be my 
last Sunday with you all. I do not take my leave from 
you lightly. This has been a long discernment, but one 
I am confident shall lead to exciting new opportuni-
ties for First Lutheran, and for me.

One of the phrases I’ve been known to say is “change 
has always been God’s way of leading God’s people.” 
Moses went from adopted grandson of Pharaoh, to 
frequently-reluctant shepherd of the Israelites. Jonah 
tried to run in the opposite direction of God and got 

swallowed and spit-out by a giant fish. Joseph was 
sold into slavery by his brothers, and yet saved an en-
tire nation from starvation as a trusted advisor to Pha-
raoh. Saul, who was once regarded as a fierce persecu-
tor of Christians, became the father of the church we 
know today. And Mary, a teenager with dreams most 
likely boundaried inside her small village, became the 
mother of the Savior of the world. Change has always 
been God’s way of leading God’s people. So, too, this 
change is God’s way of leading God’s people. 

We have come a long way together since September 
of 2009. We have created together. We have tried 
and succeeded. We have tried and failed. We have 
laughed. We have cried. We have celebrated. We 
have struggled. We have shared a lot of life, and faith, 
and love with each other, and for those things, I will 
always be grateful. The experiences we have shared 
have shaped me deeply, and I have grown because of 
them. As the paths of our journeys once intertwined 
now diverge, may we look to our respective roads 
ahead with gratitude for what has been, and hopeful 
expectation for what may come. 

 With gratitude,
 

 Marissa Kolander
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@FLCRYouth  Middle School Ministry

 

Middle School Ministry 
Calendar Dates: 

January 5 – Youth & Family Night-  
 Distinct Week 1 - Jesus 6:30-8 p.m.
January 12 – Distinct Week 2 - You
January 19 – Distinct Week 3 - Serve
January 26 – Distinct Week 4 - Celebrate(Online)

Wednesday Night Confirmation
Our Middle School Ministry (MSM) for youth in grades 
6-8, consists of our Confirmation Ministry on Wednesday 
Nights from 6:30-8 p.m. A mix of current topics, Bible 
teaching and Luther’s Small Catechism make up the large 
group gathering. Discussion questions, weekly check-ins 
and fellowship make up the small group time with dedi-
cated leaders! 

If you are interested learning more about the Confirma-
tion Ministry here at First Lutheran, please contact Mi-
chael in the church office! Families can join the ministry 
anytime throughout the year!

Middle School Mission Trip 2022

We’re going to try again! This summer we are planning our 
Middle School Mission Trip to Milwaukee, WI!  Check out the 
information below and plan on joining us!  
 
When: July 10-15, 2022
Where: Milwaukee, WI
Who: Grade 6-8 (Completed) Friends are welcome!
Cost: Approximately  $500  (Scholarships available)
RSVP: at firstlutherancr.org/connect/youth

Confirmation Youth & Family Night
Calling all parents/guardians of Confirmation youth! Join us on January 5 as we kick-off the second half of our 
Confirmation Ministry Year! Participate in our new series, Distinct, catch up with small group leaders, and learn 
more about the Mentor Ministry coming in March! 

We ask that each family to have at least one parent in at-
tendance for this gathering. There will be a large group 
teaching, then youth will go off with their small groups, and 
parents/guardians will gather for information sharing! 

We'll see you on January 5 at 6:30 p.m.!

See page 5 for our January Topic: Distinct →
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Distinct 

If someone asked who you are, what would you say? 
Maybe you'd say your name. Or maybe you’d say, "I'm 
a musician. A basketball player. A friend. A daughter 
or son. I'm a human!" Those things might be true, but 
have you ever felt like you’re still figuring out who you 
are, what you’re good at, or why you’re here? 

In this series, the stories of Jesus and John the Baptist, 
and the words of Paul, will help us see why discover-
ing who Jesus is helps us discover who we’re meant 
to be. Not only is Jesus distinct from anyone who has 
ever lived, but God made us distinct too, with distinct 
gifts we can use to serve God and others, and unique 
distinctions that are worth celebrating.

Middle & High School January Topic:

High School Sunday Nights
Our High School Ministry (HSM) on Sunday Nights is our 
weekly gathering, Bible study, and small group ministry 
with youth 9th-12th grades. The set-up of the night is 
flexible at the beginning and end to help accommodate 
busy schedules! 

While we start at 6 p.m., usually the first 30 minutes is 
for fellowship and games, from 6:30-7:30 we will dig 
into the Bible study usually with a talk and small groups. 
The final 30 minutes of the night end with some more 
fellowship time. 

If your youth can’t commit 2 hours on a Sunday night, 
no problem. They can come and go as they need to! If 
they are not able to make it every week…no worries, 
they can catch up with our study on Instagram through-
out the week!

 

High School Sunday Nights
Calendar Dates: 

January 9 – Distinct Week 1 - Jesus
January 16 – Distinct Week 2 - You

January 23 – Distinct Week 3 - Serve
January 30 – Distinct Week 4 - Celebrate

Got Insta?

Follow us on 
Instagram for 
reminders, 
bonus content 
and more. 

 @FLCRYouth
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Growing the Light of Hope
Emily Dickinson called hope “the thing with feathers,” a little bird that perches in our souls. Those little birds 
require nurture and nourishment so they can grow and sustain the light of hope within us.  

Growing the Light of Hope is a seven-week online series of reflections on hope.  Each reflection includes 
an introduction to the week’s theme, a scripture, spiritual practice invitations, and a prayer.  Because these 
reflections are available on First Lutheran’s website, you can access them any time.  

The series begins the week of January 9 and continues to the week of February 20. To find them easily, visit 
firstlutherancr.org/hope or just scroll down to the link on the homepage once availible. 
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Have you heard about the Enneagram and ever asked, “What is the 
Enneagram?”, “What do the numbers mean?” Or maybe you know 
your Enneagram Type, and wonder “Now what?” Coaching helps 
you develop the many layers of the Enneagram and notice the work 
in your daily life. 

Michael Beckmann our Director of Youth Ministry is also a certified 
Enneagram Coach, and he wants to help you along the path of un-
derstanding. Email Michael to set-up an initial 20-min conversation, 
meetings can be done via Zoom, phone or in person. michaelb@
firstlutherancr.org 
 

Individual Enneagram Coaching

Spiritual Growth Resources

Communion Cups 
Available

If you worship with our online live 
streaming services, we can help 
with your Holy Communion needs.
Individual pre-packaged cups with 
grape juice and a communion 
wafer are available from the church 
office for you to use. Pick them up 
during our regular office hours.
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Spiritual Formation

When was the last time you felt you could safely share 
something significant in your life without fear of judg-
ment or gossip?  When have you been listened to with-
out interruption or unsolicited advice?  To be heard is a 
gift we receive and give to one another.  

Listening Companions is a community that comes to-
gether once a month to share, listen, and honor each 
other’s stories.  We begin by gathering for reflection.  
Then, in small groups, each person has the opportuni-
ty to share something meaningful from the reflection 
time or anything else they need to speak and have 
heard.  When we can honestly and safely share our 
stories out loud with others, we can hear our wisdom 
and truth as well as God’s.

In-person Listening Companions will meet the 
first Tuesday of the month from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  Meet-
ing dates are January 4, February 1, March 1, April 5, 
and May 3.

Online Listening Companions meeting online 
via ZOOM will meet the second Tuesday of the month 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  Meeting dates are January 11, 
February 8, March 8, April 12, and May 10.

Please register for one or the 
other of the two groups.  You 
can register on the website 
firstlutherancr.org/connect/
adult or contact Deborah   
Hansen (319.365.1494 x.107, 
deborahh@firstlutherancr.org)

Listening Companions
Sharing, Listening, & Honoring Our Stories

Spiritual practices invite us to listen.  
Listening is different from hearing.  
When we hear, we compare, evalu-
ate, and judge, compiling information 
needed to make choices and develop 
viewpoints.  Hearing is thinking-based 
and important.  But in our spiritual lives, 
we need a different kind of hearing:  
we need listening with the ears of our 
heart. “Heart” ears seek connection 
with God, others, the world around us, 
and ourselves.  Judgment—this is good; 
that is bad—is set aside when we listen.  
We listen in our spiritual practices with 
heart-centered openness so that God’s 
creativity and possibilities can flourish 
in our lives.  

Listening to one another is a rich spiri-
tual practice.  When we listen without 
judgment to the story, viewpoint, or 
concerns of another, we gift them and 
ourselves with connection.  We build 
bridges rather than put up walls be-
tween us.  The Listening Companions’ 
community at First Lutheran helps us 
practice heart-centered listening.  Lis-
tening Companions listen to each other 
share what’s significant in their lives, 
seeking God’s wisdom underneath the 
stories shared.  A blessing of listening in 
community is that it leads to deeper lis-
tening in our personal spiritual practices, 
in our relationships, and in the world 
around us.  Do you want to practice and 
grow your listening?  Be a part of the Lis-
tening Companions’ community.

Deborah Hansen, our 
Director of Spiritual For-
mation, brings us many 
insights and opportuni-
ties to discover a deeper 
life of faith. 
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Who is Jesus? We use different titles to name Je-
sus and these names impact our faith.  With use and 
time, our titles can become automatic without much 
thought as to what they truly tell us about Jesus and 
our relationship with him.  Names that should be vi-
brant can become stale, sentimental, or even down-
right unhealthy.

Join Deborah Hansen, Director of Spiritual Formation, 
for an 8-week study of Diana Butler Bass’s Freeing 
Jesus.  Each week, we will look at a different title for 
Jesus, such as Friend, Savoir, and Presence, exploring 
its meaning and how it shapes our faith.   Expect our 
lively discussions to be challenging, stretching, affirm-
ing, and practical.  Books will be available at the first 
meeting, or you can pick a copy up ahead of time.  
The cost is $20.

Groups Meeting:        
Men’s Group  Mondays, 5:30 p.m.  January 3- February 21
Women’s Group Tuesdays, 1:30 p.m.  January 4 – February 22
Women’s Group Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. January 5 – February 23

Register on firstlutherancr.org or contact Deborah Hansen
(319.365.1494 x.107, deborahh@firstlutherancr.org)

Study Groups: A New Book in the New Year!

Sc
an

 to
 re

gi
st

er
!

Medical Team Monitoring our Community
(Dec. 15, 2021) Our Church Medical Team met and suggested no change to our mitigation strategy in light of Linn 
County’s continued transmission rate in the “high transmission” category of Covid (16.87% as of then).  We will 
continue to monitor local transmission rates and other pandemic developments, and meet again in early Janu-
ary.  Present were Dr. Cindy Hanawalt and Dr. Tork Harman from medical, Pr. Craig Brown, Marita Wolgast, Joel 
Reeves, and Daniel Luepke from staff, Tonya Trudo and Doug Pauls from council, and Ted Bey and Judy Johnson 
from our worshipping community.  Pr. Steve Knudson, Dr. Carla Schulz, Dr. Gordon Baustian, and Rachel Truitt 
were absent.
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History Reborn
Own a Piece of First Lutheran

In the renovation of the Nave around 1980, the con-
gregation greatly increased the lighting of the space 
by adding the many chandeliers. These were done 
in the "Lichtplastik" style made famous by the Swiss 
designer Robert Haussmann; and some think they 
may have even been from his design workshop - but 
these details seem to be lost to history. (if you know, 
please inform us!)

When we took down the chandeliers in our recent 
renovation, several went to artists to be repurposed; 

one was our own Neil Ander-
son. Neil made several lamps 
and has donated the floor 
lamp pictured to the church 
as a silent auction item. 

He purposefully kept the 
bare-bulb design with three 
lamps that can be switched 
individually, and gave a nod 
to its church origins with an 
antique stained glass base. 

Look for the lamp in the  
narthex and make your bids 
during the Advent season!
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 Mentor  Mentor 
 Ministry  Ministry 
 coming in Lent coming in Lent

Adults who are not family members have been 
shown to have a huge impact on children and youth 
developing a solid foundation in their faith lives. Our 
volunteers for children's ministry, and confirmation 
small group leaders are great examples of this, but 
not everyone can commit to the time constraints of 
helping out for an entire program year. 

We will be asking for volunteers to match up as men-
tors with our confirmation Youth for the season of 
Lent (from Ash Wednesday, March 2 through Palm 
Sunday, April 10).

Mark your calendars for Mentor Training February 
23! Sign-up coming in January, stay tuned! If you have 
questions about the Mentor Ministry, please contact 
Michael Beckmann in the church office. 

First Lutheran played host to holiday concerts for both the Cedar Rapids Concert Chorale (pictured above) and 
the Chorale Midwest groups during the season of Advent in December. Whether concerts, lectures or even 
meetings, hosting community events helps our name become better known in the community, brings new 
people through our doors, and shows our care and commitment to our city.  We thank all of our members and 
staff who support these outside events. 

Sing, Sang, Sung! 
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WORSHIP GUIDE
In-Person Traditional Worship 

5 p.m. Saturdays or 9: 00 a.m. Sundays
In-Person Celebration Worship 

11 a.m. on Sundays 

LIVE Online Sunday at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Firstlutherancr.online.church

Radio worship radio on Sunday mornings at 
8:30 a.m. on KMRY 1450 AM or 93.1 FM.

    ____________________________

January 2, 2022 — The 2nd Sunday of Christmas
Note: no Saturday Evening Worship

  Preaching: Pastor Craig Brown
  Sermon: "Shining Bright"
  Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-3; Ephesians 3:1-12
 Matthew 2:1-12 NRSV
  Special Music: 9a: guest pianist Robin Wagner  
 & Jacob Sprengler, trumpet

Jan. 8 & 9 – The Baptism of Jesus
  Preaching: Pastor Steve Knudson
  Sermon: "Baptism for Today"
  Scripture: Isaiah 43:1-7;  
 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22; NRSV
  
Jan. 15 & 16  – The 2nd Sunday after Epiphany
 Preaching: Pastoral Intern Rebekah Nelson 
 Sermon:"Taste and See the Lord is Good Today"
 Scripture: Psalm 36:5-10; John 2:1-11 NRSV
 Special Music: 9a – Adult Choir 

Jan. 22 & 23  – The 3rd Sunday after Epiphany
 Preaching: Pastor Steve Knudson 
 Sermon: "Jesus for You Today"
 Scripture: Psalm 19; Luke 4:14-21 NRSV
 Special Music: 5p – Chapel Choir;
 9a – Resonaré Bells

Jan. 29 & 30  – The 4th Sunday after Epiphany
 Preaching: Pastor Craig Brown 
 Sermon: "God’s Greater Grace Today"
 Scripture: Psalm 71:1-6; Luke 4:21-30 NRSV
 Special Music: 9a – Adult Choir
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Recent Baptisms!    
Olivia Marie Maske, child of Adam & Elizabeth Maske.
Oliver Murray Elm, child of Jacob & Laura Elm.
Leeneh W. Pewu, Leeseay Grace Pewu, and  
   Sonnie Sandoe, children of Momolu &Teepeu Pewu.

90+ Birthdays in January!                            
Clara Ackerman, 99 years young on January 18.

90+ Birthdays in January!                            
Clara Ackerman, 99 years young on January 18.
Lois Basler, 91 years young on January 14.
Marilyn Duning, 90 years young on January 18.

50+ Wedding Anniversaries in January!   
Steve and Pamela Strauss, 
      celebrating 52 years on January 7.

Hospital/Surgical, etc.:     *released as of Dec. 29  
Harold Schaefer* Bill Jacobson* Mia Muters*
Marilyn Duning Sandra Dankert Matthew Musel
Bob Krapfl* Don Switzer* Dick Zeaske
Steve West Sr.

Our Sympathy to:                 
James Schmidt and family on the death of James’s mother, 

Joyce Schmidt, on December 7, 2021.

Lisa and Mark Duncan and family on the death of their 
mother, Jean Duncan, on December 11, 2021.

Laura Draeger and family on the loss of her brother, Tom 
Broucher, on December 3, 2021.

Please include  
in your Prayers...

Can we include you?   
If you or a loved one is having a surgical procedure,  

hospitalized, has a birth announcement or have  
experienced a death in the family, please call  
the church office to let us know. If we know  

you are hospitalized, our pastors and lay  
visitors will come to visit and pray with you. 
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General Voicemail / Afterhours Extension 100
 Rev. Dr. Steve Knudson  Senior Pastor 
 extension 106 stevek@firslutherancr.org
 Rev. Craig Brown Associate Pastor 
 extension 105 craigb@firstlutherancr.org
 Intern Rebekah Nelson Pastoral Intern 
	 extension	104	 rebekahn@firstlutherancr.org
 Deborah Hansen Director of Spiritual Formation 
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 Marisa Inzerello Children & Family Ministry Assistant 
  extension 114 minzerello@firstlutherancr.org
 Michael Beckmann Dir. of Youth & Family Ministries 
  extension 112 michaelb@firstlutherancr.org
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  extension 110 maritaw@firstlutherancr.org
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 Joel Reeves Dir. of Contemp. Worship Music 
 extension 109 joelr@firstlutherancr.org
 Daniel Luepke Ministry Engagement Coordinator 
 extension 115 daniell@firstlutherancr.org
 William Mittelsteadt Director of Communications 
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 Tammy Horak Office Administrator 
 extension 102 tammyh@firstlutherancr.org
 Rose Gordon Part-time Receptionist 
 extension 101 roseg@firstlutherancr.org
 Ruth Ehrhardt Food Service Coordinator 
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 extension 116 richh@firstlutherancr.org
 Scott Peterson Custodian
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Council Update
Happy Holidays! Many of our council members enjoyed 
chatting with fellow church members who submitted their 
estimate of giving cards during our thank-you calls follow-
ing the stewardship campaign. We remain humbled by the 
strong, steadfast financial support from our members. 
Thank you for all you do to support the ministry of First Lu-
theran Church! 

Council has approved several expenditures that you are en-
joying now (the beautiful new advent wreath in the sanctu-
ary), or will start to see soon including an updated building 
security system and new signage around the church. Coun-
cil also unanimously approved the hiring of Sheila Anderson 
in the part-time position of Visitation Chaplain beginning 
in January. Sheila has been an asset to church council the 
last two years and has training in Spiritual Direction and 
Stephen's Ministry, so we look forward to seeing her in this 
new role that will especially benefit our homebound mem-
bers and those in the hospital.  

Thank you to the members who joined us at the church on 
December 5 for the congregational vote approving Keith 
Abkes, Suah Borsay, Kari Bruns, and Jim Jahnke to church 
council, and Lois Buntz to the trust committee. We thank 
outgoing church council members Sheila Anderson, Kari 
Kempf, Craig Rabe, and Thomas Wolle for their service and 
dedication over the years. Council 
has also called for our annual con-
gregational meeting to be held on 
February 6, 2022. 

Merry Christmas from your broth-
ers and sisters in Christ who serve 
on council. We wish you and your 
family a healthy and happy 2022.

Grace and peace,
Tonya Trudo, Church Council Chair
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