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      For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many." (Mark 10:45, ESV) 
  
     Some believe that being a servant is demeaning.  Jesus' disciples were humiliated when the 
LORD of glory washed their dirty feet, a job reserved for the lowliest servant.  Peter, always 
impulsively opening his mouth, rebuked the Lord for doing something that he should have done.  
However, the Lord’s response contained a very convicting observation.  “If I do not wash you, 
you have no part with Me” (John 13:8 ESV).  We are to follow the example of our Teacher and 
Lord by doing the same to others.  Being a servant then is not a sign of inner weakness but of 
incredible strength.  It is also a call to action. 
 
     In my childhood home 'service' was expected, in fact demanded.  My dad was a first 
generation son of German immigrants who had a work ethic that is rarely seen in our culture.  
By today's standards I'm sure the demands of both my parents would be considered abuse.  If I 
wanted to take a break and relax, I made sure that it was out of their eyesight.  I wouldn't have 
been relaxing for long; there would always be work for me to do.  Yet I did not find this a reason 
to rebel, but raised my own children almost the same way.  They had their chores and were so 
well trained that when they both finally left home and were on their own, I was shocked to 
discover that I was the one who had to clear the dishes, clean the bathroom, empty the trash, 
do the laundry, vacuum the floors, etc. This was a rude awakening for me, but gratifying at the 
same time.  I had trained them up.  What began as demanding discipline turned into heart-felt 
joy.  They actually appreciate the torture I put them through…now… 
     In my middle school or high school classroom I also trained students to serve and be 
accountable.  Believe me, it would have been a lot easier to clean up after the kids myself than 
to make them do it, but by the end of the marking period they were a group of trained soldiers 
and they worked together.  I'm sure I wasn't their favorite teacher in the training period; 
however, I hope the instruction and discipline has continued to 'serve' them in their lives.    
     So, when I think of service, I naturally consider that it involves discipline and training.                
Serving doesn’t necessarily come naturally.  
 
     I believe that the Lord is training us the same way, but the training begins in our hearts. 
"Servant hood implies diligence, faithfulness, loyalty, and humility. Servants don't compete . . . 
or grandstand . . . or polish their image . . . or grab the limelight. They know their job, they admit 
their limitations, and they do what they do quietly and consistently. Authentic servant hood calls 
for people with a passion for giving whatever without recognition, without reservation, without 
reluctance, and without restriction.   And those types are rare indeed!” Charles Swindoll 
      
     We are very comfortable being served, I know I am, and it becomes easy to forget that we 
are to serve as well.  I am going to step on some toes now, but I am always dismayed to hear 
our pastors pleading for help in the children's ministry and then discovering that some of those 
who are volunteering don't even have children in the program.  If all the parents who have 
children participating in these programs would just take a turn at serving, no one would be 
burdened, and pastors wouldn't be begging.   
  
 
If we would remember the verse (I kept it posted in my closet at work): 



 
 
22 Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-
service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 
23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 
24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving 
the Lord Christ. (Colossians 3:22, ESV) 


