
 

Jesus Christ: The Lord Our Passover 

Exodus 11:4-8; 12:1-3;29-32 

 

A.  Not Without Knowledge 

Study Exodus 11:4-8 

What does it mean to you that God does not leave you ignorant of His plans or ways?  Consider 

this scenario: 

 Moses goes into the presence of Pharaoh.  Pharaoh inquires for the reason of the visit.  

“Moses”, he says, “I have already told you that I am not letting the children of Israel go.”  Moses 

looks sternly into the face of Pharaoh and says, “God says there will be one more plague.”  “O 

Almost two thousand years have passed since the death of Christ on a hillside outside the gates of 

Jerusalem.  Today, for many people, that act seems somewhat arcane and distant.  The fact of it 

has been relegated to the myriad of things we like to call history.  Within the truly evangelical 

churches there is still an acknowledging of the importance of the day as truly profound and 

significant.  Even among such churches, however, there is little understanding of this day to the 

events of Exodus 11 and 12.  This truth was not something lost on the early church.  Paul in 1 

Corinthians 5:7 declares this truth prominently when he writes, “For even Christ our Passover is 

sacrificed for us.”  The passages regarding the sacrifice of Christ in the book of Hebrews are very 

descriptively in line with the Passover image.  It is thus important that we convey to our families 

the significance of this event in light of the crucifixion of Christ.  The truths we will examine here 

are: 

A.  God desires us to know His plan. 

B.  The debt of disobedience demands a sacrifice. 

C.  The sacrifice of the Passover frees us of our chains. 

Application:  The choice of sin in the life of any man should never be made lightly.  This is all the 

more true of those who say that they have trusted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  The debt of sin 

is always costly and once freed from it we should desire never to return to it again. 



really,” Pharaoh replies.  “And pray tell, what is this plague you’re conjuring up now?”  “I don’t 

know”, says Moses, “but it’s gonna be big”.  “When’s it going to happen,” comes Pharaoh’s 

response.  “I don’t know, but it’s gonna be soon.”  “And how shall I know it, when it comes,” 

Pharaoh asks.  “I don’t know,” Moses responds, “but you’ll know it when you see it.” 

 Moses then goes to the children of God who ask, “so what’s going on Moses?”  Of course 

Moses replies, “I’m not sure.  You need to go back to you houses and wait for God to do 

whatever He is going to do.”  “Should we get ready to go?” they will ask.  “How would I know,” 

Moses will chide,“God doesn’t tell me anything, anymore than He does you.” 

While it sounds funny when you think about it, it is the way many Christians operate their lives 

today.  We carry on as if God has left us nothing about who we are, what our mission is or what 

our part is in the plan He has for us .  We wonder after a future that in many ways we are not 

certain of, but care to know nothing of the present state of our lives.  Many of us stumble 

through our Christian lives in a daze not sure of anything.  In this passage God reveals His clear 

plan to Moses who will convey it both to Pharaoh and to the children of Israel.  God does not ask 

us to operate in the dark.  He has given us all the instruction we need and it is up to us to learn it 

and obey it. 

1.  Look at the word God gives Moses to share with Pharaoh.  How do they compare with the 

scenario described above? 

 

 

 

 

 

The words of Moses here are very explicit.  There is no detail that is left unanswered.  In God’s 

instruction Moses was given everything he would need to know to warn Pharaoh about what 

was to be coming.  Pharaoh will have no excuse before the Almighty to say he wasn’t clearly 

warned about this judgment.  Look clearly at the information shared.  Moses tells him who and 

what when he shares that the firstborn of Egypt including the beasts of Egypt would die.  He 

answers the question of when; sharing it will be after midnight.  He expresses where when he 

says throughout the whole land of Egypt. He answers why when he says it will divide between 



Egypt and the children of Israel. Finally he expresses how when he tells Pharaoh that God, 

himself, will go out into the midst of Egypt. 

Everything Pharaoh and Moses needed to understand was right there.  The same is true even 

today.  We are given by God everything we need to carry out His plan in this world.  His word 

provides every answer we need regardless of the situation.  Because we tend to question what 

we find in the word we often struggle to know where to proceed or how to approach our daily 

lives.  We need to be clear on one thing though, and it is reiterated for us in the parable of the 

talents, ignorance of God’s desire for us is no excuse.  Like Pharaoh, none of us will be able to 

say I didn’t know or nobody told me.  The word is available to all.  If we choose to seek the 

answers, we will find them when we seek for them with all our hearts, but then that is the true 

problem is it not.   

2.  What is the effect of God’s message to Pharaoh on Moses? 

 

 

 

 

 

Verse 8 describes Moses leaving in anger.  He has just told Pharaoh all that was about to 

happen and strangely he walks away angry.  A normal person would have been taken aback by 

this revelation.  Think about it.  You have just had to tell a ruler that every firstborn child in his 

kingdom is going to die, including all the animals and children.  I do not think that too many of 

us would be all that pleased with having to deliver such a message.  Personally, heavy hearted is 

more the emotion I would feel appropriate for this event, but as we clearly see it is something 

far different for Moses. 

The question we ask then is why anger would be the emotion that Moses most experiences here.  

Mind you, we can only speculate as to why Moses is angered, but I think there is enough in the 

story to reveal something of a reason. First, remember all that has transpired to this point.  

Moses has come time and again and shown the glories of God to Pharaoh and he will not 

budge.  No matter how badly the plagues are on the population and Pharaoh, himself, nothing 

seems to have any impact.  Moses knows what God is about to do and he understands the 

ramifications of what now has to happen.  The anger he senses I feel may well have to do with 



the fact that the situation did not have to get this bad.  If Pharaoh had only relented, then there 

would be no loss of so many innocents.  The stubborn, hard heartedness of Pharaoh is now 

going to result in so much devastation and it angers Moses that this is the case.  I believe that 

this is truly what would be considered a righteous anger on Moses’ part. 

Think about the anger of Jesus toward the religious leaders of His day.  There are a number of 

incidents in which we see it displayed.  In the cleansing of the temple and in the proclamation of 

the woes against the Pharisees are two good examples.  What was the basis for His anger?  It 

was because they had twisted everything God had revealed and so hardened themselves against 

the truth, that it brought great hardship and burden to the people that He loved so much.  This 

is Moses before Pharaoh.  Here was a man who could have made everything so easy by 

recognizing the glory and greatness of God, but he would rather bring all of Egypt down around 

him than to have to do that.  I think it makes it easier to see why Moses would feel as he does 

here. 

B.  Disobedience’s Demand 

Study Exodus 12:1-3 

One of the most tragic realities we are facing in our current world is the notion of a life without 

consequence.  More and more society is training young people that they can act without the 

fear of consequence of any kind.  We see it in our political realm and especially in our social 

realm.  The unfortunate result of this way of thinking is that many lives are being devastated by 

the very real consequences of sin.  It is like throwing oneself off a building assuming that the 

impact will have no effect.  Regardless of what the person thinks, the result will always be the 

same.  What we think or believe does not alter the realities that sin has consequences.  Because 

this is a universal truth it cannot be removed, especially by changing social norms. 

Even as sin has consequence, it likewise bears a price.  We know Romans 6:23 which reminds us 

that the wage of sin is death.  This is immutable.  No matter what man chooses to believe there 

is no avoiding this reality.  This is the lesson which the Lord is about to prove to Pharaoh, and 

consequently, to remind Israel of.  The joy in knowing the Lord is that He reminds us that there is 

no demand as to who is required to pay this debt; it just says the debt is immutable and must be 

paid.  Thus, Jesus Christ became a willing sacrifice for us.  What this then teaches us is that 

disobedience by its very nature creates the demand for sacrifice.  If it were not for disobedience 

Christ would never have had to suffer what He did.  It is in the Passover that the reality of the 

demand for sacrifice is evidenced. 



3.  In the coming judgment of Pharaoh the question posed by redemptions plan is made clear.  

How does the direction given here to Israel vs. the warning given to Pharaoh reveal the sacrifice 

demanded by disobedience and the choice it places before us all? 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Passover, we find God placing the truth before all mankind that there is choice we must 

all come to.  Because disobedience demands sacrifice, the question for all men becomes what 

sacrifice will I choose?  The warning given to Pharaoh was a moment of choice.  Likewise, the 

warning given to Israel was also a moment of choice.  If we sum it up, the question being posed 

is akin to whom will you believe?  The warning Pharaoh receives is let my children go that they 

may come and make sacrifice unto me or offer the sacrifice of your firstborn.  Notice the 

components here.  Obey my command or offer the sacrifice for yourself.  Now look at the 

warning of God to Israel.  In the same way the choice is placed before His people.  Sacrifice the 

Passover as I have commanded or sacrifice your firstborn like the children of Egypt.  Notice the 

choice is the same. 

Even today the choice remains the same, though we do not couch it in these terms.  In the 

simplest of terms it is the choice of obedience to God way or man’s own way.  The lamb of the 

Passover we understand to be representative of God’s sacrifice; in essence the perfect Lamb of 

God, Jesus Christ. So the choice placed before all men is to accept the sacrifice God has made for 

us in the sacrifice of Christ our lamb or choose a sacrifice of our own making.  Only the 

obedience of Israel to the command of God could spare them from the requirement of the 

sacrifice of the firstborn.  Regardless of the choice the debt/wage remains the same.   

C.  Freed from Bondage 

Study Exodus 12:29-32 

As sure as disobedience demands its wage, so too obedience brings its great reward.  The feast 

of the Passover was an expression of obedience and its continuous observance was a reminder 



that God is the means by which their bonds were broken.  It was the means by which their long 

enslavement would come to its end.  To be truly free, however, one must see one’s self as free.  

Like Israel, Christianity today suffers from an inability to understand the freedom they have 

been given in Christ Jesus. 

Pharaoh’s choice was to remain defiant and it cost them the firstborn of every family, creature 

and even, as the passage reminds us, of those in dungeons of Pharaoh.  Though we may choose 

obedience in becoming believers, and thereby obtaining freedom from the chains of sin, we are 

often hindered because we have not learned to live in that freedom.  We handcuff ourselves not 

recognizing that this freedom grants us power over the temptations presented to us.  We do not 

have to walk in sin. We do so because we choose to allow ourselves to be bound not recognizing 

our freedom through Christ. 

4.  What is the significance of the great cry in verse 30? How does this announce the freedom of 

God’s children? 

 

 

 

 

 

Sadly, the cry is the realization of how wrong the choices made are.  It is an unfortunate truth of 

humanity that the love of darkness would lead so many to choose a path that leads to such 

misery, but this is all too common, even in modern times.  It reminds us that men will refuse to 

believe until it is too late.  Once the consequences of sin set in, then there is only the cry of the 

heart now having to deal with the truth of our error.  The fact that it also speaks of the point 

that there is not a single house in all of Egypt where death was not felt tells us that sin’s 

consequence is far reaching and all inclusive.  Because so many are taught that they can have a 

life without consequence today, they, like these Egyptians, only understand their error when the 

consequences of their choice are realized. 

So the question is how this cry of distress becomes a pronouncement of Israel’s freedom?  The 

answer lies in what the cry represents.  For the Egyptians it is the acknowledgment of their loss. 

For the children of God though, it is the signal that the price of disobedience has been paid and 

God has redeemed them from their bondage.  Where God could do nothing to convince Pharaoh 



to obey His word, the cries of all Egypt coming up before him reminds him of the great cost he 

has just paid.  Reluctantly he calls for Moses and tells him to take the people and go.  Only in the 

light of his sinfulness does Pharaoh relent.  It will only be a moment of such clarity, because like 

all unsaved men he returns quickly to his ungodliness.  In Revelation we are told that men will 

cry out in anger against God because of the things coming upon the earth.  The unsaved heart is 

a defiant heart.  We should not be surprised when lost men curse us and act with such vitriol 

towards us  It is but a revelation of the depths of their sinfulness. 

 


