
 

I Will Glory In My Redeemer 

Exodus 5:1-9; 6:2-9 and 7:14-25 

 

A.  The Questioning Heart 

Study Exodus 5:1-9 

The question which Pharaoh asks of Moses reveals a lot about the mind and heart of this man.  

Given all that we can read and hear regarding the Lord in this day and age, you would think that 

there would not be anyone so foolish as to ask such a question.  Unfortunately, there are many, 

even today, whose only response to the truth about God is to ask, “Who is God that I ought to 

obey Him?” 

In this part of our study we are going to examine the very nature of man’s heart as it relates to 

truth.  This is primary to understanding why despite everything Pharaoh resists the command of 

God.  Jeremiah likewise poses a very interesting, somewhat rhetorical, question related to the 

There are so many reasons for us to glory in the greatness of our God.  No other is more worthy 

and more deserving of it.  Unfortunately glorying in our God is something that gets little attention 

by us as believers.  Whether it is praising Him for His current activity in our lives or remembering 

Him for the greatness revealed to us in the word, we need to be a people who are reflecting on 

the supremacy of our God.  In this lesson we will find a number of ways in which we can see and 

extol the glories of our Lord.  The truths we will examine here are: 

A.  Men will not readily see the glory of God. 

B.  God proves His glory. 

C.  God does not share His glory with anyone. 

Application: The glory of God is the testimony of who He is and what He has accomplished for the 

sake of man.  Men refuse to acknowledge this glory because to do so means that they must also 

accept everything that this truth implies.  We, on the other hand, must neither forget it or cease 

from expressing it to others. 



heart when he asks, “. . . who can know it.”  Man’s struggle here is the primary reason so many 

will willingly reject the salvation of God knowing what consequences it will hold. 

This is a very valuable lesson for our families and really speaks to the realities of what we see 

around us in our present world, not only outside the church, but inside it as well. 

1.  Think about the question that Pharaoh is posing here to Moses.  What is implied in it and 

how does this reveal what is in the mind and heart of this man? 

 

 

 

 

 

We know from scripture that the heart is desperately wicked.  It is the unknown, because only 

God alone can truly know what is in the depths of men’s hearts.  Though the evidence of God 

surrounds us we question, not being able to accept even what our own reason tells us to be true.  

The reason for this is because to accept the truth, we must accept the implications of that truth.  

Think of it in these terms, if Pharaoh accepts the truth of God’s existence, then complying with 

His demand to release the children of Israel is only a natural implication of that truth.  If, 

however, as our study reveals, Pharaoh rejects the truth (i.e. that God truly exists), then he is 

not bound to the obedience that this truth implies. 

The very question that Pharaoh puts before Moses implies an unwillingness on his part to accept 

the reality of this God which Moses speaks of.  This is very unusual, given the pantheistic view of 

the ancient world respecting gods.  Why would a king who is willing to accept the reality of 

every other nation’s gods around him, not be willing in this case?  Part of that reasoning, we can 

say, is because he obviously has no desire to release the Israelites and by refusing to 

acknowledge God, he makes refusing the command a simple formality.  I believe there is 

something more to Pharaoh’s statement that gives a better answer to the question. 

In the Hebrew, Moses uses the very name of God, Yahweh.  So if we looked at this in the English 

we should see it as Moses saying, thus says the I AM of Israel.”  Moses does not just come and 

use the generic idea that any god is speaking; he was proclaiming, like Jesus would to the 

religious leaders of his day, that the self existent God had sent him.  By doing so, Pharaoh only 



has the choice of accepting His existence or denying it to his own peril.  It is the same for modern 

man.  They only have two options, to accept or deny. 

In addition, the name carries with it another very important context.  It is not just a 

proclamation of His self existence; it is also a proclamation of His singularity.  Remember this is 

a king of pantheistic thought and now he is being confronted in the name of a monotheistic 

deity.  For Pharaoh to acknowledge the reality of this singular God, he must deny the reality of 

all other gods.  Stemming all the way back to Babel, the pagans had rejected the idea of the 

monotheistic God in favor of the idea of self deification.  If Pharaoh accepts the God of Israel he 

has to reject the idea of his own deity. 

2.  In verse 3 Moses makes a second attempt to get Pharaoh’s compliance.  Pharaoh not only 

denies him, but takes action against Israel.  What connection does this step have to the original 

question posed by the king and what do his actions reveal about him? 

 

 

 

 

 

Pharaoh’s response to Moses was to increase the burdens on the people.  Pharaoh’s complaint 

is that Moses, by filling their heads with notions of this Hebrew God, has caused them to 

become slack in their duties as slaves.  Pharaoh is doubling down on the principle that this God 

of Moses’ does not exist and therefore their willingness to entertain such ideas shows that they 

obviously have too much time on their hands. 

This is not the only connection to the mind of Pharaoh, however.  In reaffirming the directive 

that Moses received of God he adds something that was not there in the first proclamation.  At 

the end of his statement, Moses adds that if they do not get to follow the Lord’s command He 

may strike them with pestilence.  In doing so, Moses is asserting the authority of the Lord.  This 

of course flies right in the face of the Egyptian king who believes, not only that he is equal to any 

god, but also that he was the authority over the people of this land. 

Pharaoh’s action against Israel is his response to Moses’ claim of God’s authority over the 

children of Jacob.  Again, remember Pharaoh has refused to accept the reality of God’s 



existence.  Now he rejects the claim of this God’s authority over these people.  In essence he is 

telling Moses that he will show them who the real authority over them is.  In increasing their 

workload he is telling them that I am the one who has the power over you and you are never to 

forget it. 

In commanding this new work, Pharaoh tells his taskmasters that this is so they will stop 

heeding what he calls vain words in the KJV.  The word translated here as vain literally means 

lying.  This fact makes it clear that Pharaoh, by calling this claim of God’s authority over them a 

lie, denies any reality of this Yahweh.  To him it was not enough to simply deny God’s power or 

authority; he had to prove that he was superior in word and deed. 

B.  Evidence of Glory 

3.  What is the means God determines to use to put His name back in the forefront of the minds 

of His children? 

 

Study Exodus 6:2-9 

There is little doubt that Pharaoh could bring himself to accept or acknowledge the reality of the 

Lord.  As we have seen, he would have to deny everything he had come to believe in order to do 

so.  The children of Israel, however, were not in the same boat.  Though there was some time 

between the last evidence of God’s connection to them, Israel could not say that they had zero 

knowledge of Him.  Granted they may have grown a little cold with respect to Him since the time 

of Joseph; they at least could remember the evidence of the past and the hope of the future. 

In this part of our study we will look at how God reminds them of whom it is that calls them and 

His authority over them.  This is very important given Israel’s need to trust Him in the events to 

follow.  As believers it is often too easy for us to forget the glories that God has evidence in 

history and even in our own lives.  It is easy for comfort in life or the simple routine of daily living 

to rob us of the passion we have had for the glory of God.  It is critical that we do not lose sight of 

these glories because in them is displayed the greatness and goodness of our God. 

As chapter 6 begins God declares His intention to Moses.  To paraphrase, He says now that our 

cards are on the table and Pharaoh has refused to acknowledge me, I am about to show you what 

I am going to do to convince Pharaoh who I AM.  In the meantime I need for Israel to remember 

who I AM. 



 

 

 

 

C.  The Nature of God’s Glory 

I love how the Lord goes about reminding them of who He was and is.  First, you see in verse 3 

where He reminds them of who He was in name.  He begins by defining how He has been known.  

To do this He invokes a name that is very familiar to all those who would know Him; the name 

God Almighty.  In the Hebrew this name is El – God Shadday – All powerful.  The name clearly 

invokes a view of God that is akin to what Moses shared with Pharaoh.  Remember his comment 

about them failing to comply with Yahweh’s call for them to sacrifice unto him.  This is the name 

that God had to this point been known by.  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob all knew Him in this way.  In 

using this name the Lord is taking them back to His past glories revealed in the lives of their 

forefathers.  He wants them to remember the evidence of His greatness. 

The second thing that God draws them back to is the faithfulness of His promises as witnessed by 

the covenant promise.  He does not just tell them that He promised it, He reaffirms it to them.  It 

is now in this light that He begins to lay out for them what He is about to accomplish.  He wants 

them to understand that everything they are about to witness from Him is in direct connection to 

that promise and the fulfillment of it. 

It is in this passage that the Lord Himself makes the connection between redemption and 

deliverance.  Redemption is the act of securing the release of someone or something.  Often this is 

through the process of purchasing with a price, though it does not have to be.  In salvation of 

course, we are bought with the price of Christ’s blood.  Here the Lord says that it will be by a 

demonstration of His power that He will secure their release.  Deliverance is the act of freeing 

someone from danger or bondage.  In salvation we are delivered from the bondage of sin.  Sin is a 

form of enslavement because it binds us to the flesh nature.  It is not the means of our 

enslavement, but rather the evidence that it exists.  What is clear is that deliverance cannot come 

apart from redemption.  The same is true for us.  Only through redemption can we receive 

deliverance from sin. 



4.  As you think about the role of Pharaoh in this incident what stands out? 

 

 

 

 

 

Oddly, Pharaoh is relatively quite in the events depicted in these verses.  Moses and Aaron stand 

out, the Egyptian magicians standout, but Pharaoh appears to be an observer.  What is 

Study Exodus 7:14-25 

In 1 Corinthians 15:39-41 there is an intriguing set of verses that speaks to the nature of glory.  

That passage reads as follows in the King James: 

 39All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of 

beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds. 40There are also celestial bodies, and bodies 

terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. 41There 

is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star 

differeth from another star in glory. 

What is significant here?  It is that glory ascribed to one thing is not the same as the glory of 

another. 

When we think of God we rarely relate that He is a jealous guard of His glory.  Yet, in Isaiah 42:8 

the Lord tells us, “I am Jehovah, that is my name; and my glory will I not give to another, neither 

my praise to graven images.”  This statement is significant to understanding what is happening in 

this passage.  For one thing we find that His glory is tied directly to His name.  As such, to share 

that glory with any other is to make them equal with Him.  Just as Pharaoh could not accept the 

reality of Yahweh’s existence, because doing so would diminish him, God cannot share His glory 

because to do so would diminish who He is. 

Though we will only examine one of the confrontations that occur between the Lord (through 

Moses and Aaron), Pharaoh and the magicians of Egypt, we will find the same facts are evident in 

each instance, until the last incident.  For this reason, what we can conclude here is generally true 

in each case. 



intriguing about this fact is that he seems to be the focal point of the confrontation, rather than 

the instigator of it.  This is important to understand because it reveals that this is not a just a 

confrontation between Pharaoh and God.  It is, in fact, a confrontation between the reality of 

the singular God of Israel and the pantheistic beliefs of the pagan Egyptians. 

Ultimately Pharaoh is the one who will be made to judge whose glory is greater, that of the 

gods of Egypt or that of the one true God.  This is the role we see him thrust into here.  Notice 

that every event here is being orchestrated by the Lord.  The night before God tells Moses 

exactly where he will find Pharaoh, what he will do there and what he is to say to Pharaoh.  

Notice also the emphasis on the purpose of these meetings, “you will know that I am the Lord.”  

In essence, God is telling him that he will be made to see that Yahweh alone is God and beside 

Him there is no other God. 

This is the battle we fight in our world today, where men want to raise all others that they call 

gods to equality with the one true God, but their attempts are as feeble as Pharaoh’s.  

Remember the original problem.  If Pharaoh admits He is God then He must reject all others.  

Equality is not possible.  The same is true even now.  God will not share His glory with anyone or 

anything, because to do so would raise them to the level of equality.  The Lord is about to show 

Israel, and all others who will pay attention, that He has no equal, period. 

5.  As you think about the works of the magicians how are they similar in nature to how Satan 

operates even today?  What do they say about the difference between the false gods of Egypt 

and the one true God of Israel? 

 

 

 

 

 

The greatness of God above all others called gods is not just in what He can do, but also in what 

others cannot do.  The magicians of Egypt give us the perfect picture of how Satan and his 

minions operate.  As you look at their actions consider that they react and do not act.  As you 

remember from our previous study this is a key separator between God and every other part of 

creation.  The other thing that makes this important is that it shows us that God is authentic, 



while others are merely imitators.  Moses performs the miracle exactly as God instructed them, 

but as you can see they are only able to mimic the act. 

Here they have the perfect opportunity to example the power of their gods by undoing the act of 

God.  Instead of showing their power over God’s, they simply imitate what He has done through 

Moses and Aaron.  As I mentioned, this is the same thing we note in how Satan operates.  Satan 

cannot overcome the power of God, so he uses a form of sleight of hand to mimic the acts of 

God, hoping to convince the weak minded that his power is equal to God’s.  Instead of clearing 

the water of blood they simply turn more water to blood. 

In our modern world we think it to be rather simple minded to believe that this kind of hocus 

pocus is real, but one thing that we should take from this is that the magic associated with the 

occult is very real.  The difference between now and earlier days is that the purveyors of such 

acts are no longer behind the scenes; they are right out in the open.  I speak of the likes of Criss 

Angel, David Blane, Dynamo and others.  Angel has a taped show from Las Vegas witnessed by 

thousands who are made to believe that such power is real and obtainable.  This is the danger in 

it.  Just like the media obsession with all things occult, it leads people, especially innocent young 

people to desire this kind of power.  What they do not reveal is that such power comes at a cost 

and it is demon derived.  Is it any wonder that Wicca is the largest growing religion in the world 

and third behind only Islam and Christianity?  While the basic magic of parlor tricks or basic 

chemistry are not in this category, our families need to understand that it does exist, as 

witnessed among these practitioners in Egypt and that its source is derived from a demonic 

world  

The key is to understand is that while these magicians can copy many of the things that God 

does, they cannot undo anything God does.  This is significant because it reveals that their 

power is limited. While they have power through demonic influence that power cannot compare 

to the power of El Shadday (God Almighty).  Here the connection to the previous name of God is 

made evident.  Try as they may, mimicking God is all they can manage.  Pharaoh is taken in by 

this imitation and, as we read, hardens his heart.  He never realized that they could not 

overcome the power of God.  Had he done so, he would have saved himself a lot of difficulty, but 

such is the nature of man. 

 


