
Update from Pastor Josh - 5.13.20

Dear Church,

Time keeps ticking by! We are now entering the 10th week of restrictions due to 
Covid-19 and if you are like me, then you are beginning to get restless… Ok, ok, ok. You 
caught me! My feelings are much stronger than that! I am often lamenting my current 
situation. I find myself combating feelings of entitlement, anger, discontentment, and 
suspicion. Add in to those feelings the confusion and debate swirling around how best to 
respond to this pandemic, and it is easy to feel frustrated with all that is happening. 

I am comforted by several different characters and stories within the Bible who were held 
in limbo for far longer than we have been. Consider the Israelite’s who lived and 
wandered in the wilderness for 40 years. Having just been held as slaves in Egypt, the 
Lord drew them out through mighty acts and provided for them in miraculous ways on 
the journey to Mt. Sinai and to the Promised Land. Through a combination of 
disobedience and complaining the Israelite’s would not be allowed to enter the Promised 
Land and were made to wander in the desert for 40 years. Having just scouted the land 
before being pushed out of it, the people would have 40 years to talk about the beauty 
and the abundance of the land. 

I imagine that there were many valuable lessons for the Israelite’s to learn during their 
wilderness wanderings. The Lord undoubtably used this time to display his care for the 
benefit of the people and their need to trust in him. And almost assuredly the Israelite’s 
needed to learn what a new nation, following God, would look like. The Lord brought 
them out of Egypt and now they needed Egypt (their old way of doing things) to be 
brought out of them.

I wonder if the Lord wants to use this time to so the sam thing for us. Is there something 
that the Lord is desperately wanting to draw out of you during this time of extended 
solitude? Is it possible that the Lord wants to use this period of difficulty to shape us for a 
future moment to be used for his glory? 

Focus on and respond to what the Lord wants to build into your life, rather than what you 
are going without right now - and you might just find yourself viewing things in a whole 
new way!

THINGS TO KNOW:

- Drive-In Service Survey: Now that Governor Inslee has provided guidance for 
Churches we now know that we can hold drive-in style services on our property. It 
would help me out to know who would want to participate and who would not want to 
participate. Please visit our website and click on the link entitled Drive-In Survey on 
our homepage.



- Council Transitions: Gary Zettle and Deb Stroh have completed their time serving on 
the church council. We are fortunate to have had their wisdom and leadership over 
both of their terms! They have represented the church body and have helped see the 
church thrive during their time on the council. The open spots are being filled by 
Robyn Myers and Dan Currier. Both of whom love the church and have much to offer 
in this position at this time! 

FUN PRAISES:

-  We’d all love to hear more of the good things that are happening in the church! If you 
have a praise to report, please email me: josh@livinghopeonwhidbey.org

God bless

Pastor Josh Potts


