
Update from Pastor Josh - 4.3.20 

Dear Church, 

With the suggestion of the Church Council I will be making it a weekly habit to send 
out an email to all of you to keep you informed of what is happening within our 
Church community. I must admit, this whole pandemic has shown me how important 
communication is to the life of our church. This time has also shown me the 
discrepancy between how well I think I communicate versus how well I actually do 
communicate!  

About a week into the pandemic, the Church Council and I met in the sanctuary (6 
feet apart) in order to pray for the church, the larger community and the world. We 
then proceeded to look at the finances of the church and adjust the budget in 
anticipation of financial strain on the larger economy. We lowered our monthly budget 
by nearly 30% in order to weather this upcoming season. We are very fortunate to 
have nearly $75,000 already in reserves, and additional money that we can repurpose 
to help us stay afloat. We are in this position because our Church is generous and 
joyful in its giving, and our Church Staff and Council are wise in the management of 
funds! My expectation during this season is that we will continue to see what we have 
seen for many years - the church continuing to trust the Lord with their finances. Allow 
this season to be one of continued trust in God for his provision and protection! 

A lot of our conversation was about more than just how to stay afloat, but rather how 
to thrive and minister during this time. We want to be a light in the darkness, through 
our actions, mentality and words! In our meeting, we set aside money in order to help 
our Church Members (you) with needs as they arise and needs within our community. 
We have financially supported both the food bank and the school lunch program, and 
are looking for more ways that we can support the organizations doing great things in 
our community! We have helped people find housing, and provided toilet paper to 
those who need it! We are in the process of revising our benevolence requests in order 
to better serve those who may need help. Please reach out if you need some 
assistance!  

The Church staff has been quite busy in the last few weeks completely reinventing how 
we approach Sunday mornings, community from a distance, and our typical 
responsibilities. Every staff member has been asked to take on new roles and 
responsibilities during this season, and they are adapting fantastically! In addition to 



the new roles, we are approaching our community in various ways to make our help 
available. We are currently in talks with Island County about our facility being used as 
a potential overflow site for the hospital. We will keep you updated on the different 
ways that the church is reaching out, and will let you know as we have need for help 
from Church Members - because that day is coming soon! 

I am going to be starting two new Bible Studies via ZOOM (online video chat) this 
upcoming week and would love for you to participate!  

- Men’s Bible Study through James - Tuesdays at 7:15pm - link will be on the Church 
Website. April 7th 

- Bible Study through Colossians (men and women) - Thursdays at 7:15pm - link will 
be on the Church Website. April 9th 

Additionally, we are going to have a special Good Friday Service on Facebook Live, 
April 10th. You can join us through our church Facebook Page at 715pm for scripture 
reading, prayer and worship. The link to find our FaceBook page is currently on our 
website. www.livinghopeonwhidbey.org 

If you know of someone who is not on email, would you please call and pass this info 
along to them? It would be a big help to us! 

Pray for the first responders, doctors and nurses. Pray for the grocery store workers, 
our governing officials, and for miracles! Let this be a time when God stirs up your 
faith - be a light in the darkness! Noah and his family were quarantined in a boat for 
more than 150 days (Genesis 7:24) - we’ve got this! You’ve got this!  

Email if you need to talk with someone, and I will give you a call! 

God bless 

Pastor Josh Potts 

josh@livinghopeonwhidbey.org

http://www.livinghopeonwhidbey.org

