


IS THIS THE END? 

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times…is it the 
end of times? You look around the world and—wow. 
Between a worldwide pandemic, civil unrest, economic 

collapse, and murder hornets, you have to ask yourself, “Is 
this the end of the world?” Given everything that has 
happened in 2020 it is an important question to ask. 

However, just talking about the end times sorta feels like 
you might be just a wee bit crazy. You don’t want to look like 
a lunatic wearing a sandwich board wandering down the 
street, ringing a bell, and screaming, “The End Is Near.” But, 
you don’t want to miss obvious signs that are trying to get 
your attention. So what are you to do?  

If there was one thing that was clear in the teachings of 
Jesus, it is that the Kingdom of God requires a response, but 
our initial response isn’t always the right one. Here are 3 
mistakes that are easy to make. 



MISTAKE #1 
Approaching the End Times with Fear 

If there is a dominate emotion in 2020, it is fear. Fear for 
our health, fear for our safety, fear of each other, fear of 
the unknown, the list goes on and on. When people hear 

about the end times, they can have that same visceral 
response. When you read through what the Bible says will 
happen as we near the end there are: wars, rumors of wars, 
earthquakes, plagues, lions, tigers, and bears….oh my. 

But is fear why God reveals what is to come? Is He wanting 
to make us afraid? I don’t think so, in fact, Jesus tells His 
disciples this in John 14:  

“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe 
also in Me…I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to 
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. -John 14:1-4 

There are two things that stand out in this passage. First, 
Don’t be afraid. Our faith in Christ provides the secure 
foundation both now and for eternity. God reveals the signs 
of the times to His disciples so that they have an 
expectation of what is to come, knowing that the future is 
already in the hands of God. 



The second key in this passage is the promise, and it is the 
reason we don’t have to fear. We will be with God. This is 
the promise of relationship for all of eternity. Jesus is 
preparing a place for you, Jesus will receive you, and you 
will be with Him. This relationship isn’t something to fear, it 
is something to look forward to. In fact, it is what you were 
created for. 

MISTAKE #2 
Approaching the End Times with Indifference 

Whenever the topic of the end times comes up there 
will always be someone who says, “Well Jesus says 
we won’t know the day or the hour, so isn’t this all 

a gigantic waste of time?” This was my attitude for a long 
time. I was tired of the timelines and the charts that outline 
with “certainty” how the end times would unfold. However, I 
had to come to grips with the fact that the topic of the 
return of Christ isn’t just mentioned in the New Testament 
once or twice…it is talked about a lot…by everyone…
including Jesus.  

In Matthew 24, the disciples ask Jesus, “When will these 
things happen?” Jesus replies saying, “Listen, don’t let 
anyone deceive you.” I find it interesting that Christ’s first 
words were a warning not to be deceived. The topic of the 
end times is filled with opinions, books, articles, movies, 



novels, that have little, to no grounding in Scripture. If we 
are to see the signs of the times, and not be deceived, then 
we must be grounded in the Truth. With so much out there 
to trip us up, isn’t it easier to just skip the topic and move on 
to something more important?  

Not according to Jesus! He encourages His disciples later in 
Mathew 24:  

“Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch 
has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know 

that summer is near. So you also, when you see all these 
things, know that it is near—at the doors!…“But of that day 
and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but 

My Father only. -Matthew 24:32-33 & 36 

Jesus commands His disciples to be aware of the times and 
seasons, indifference is not an option. As believers, we will 
not have all the answers, but we are to have our eyes open 
so that we are not misled. Paul encourages the church, “Not 
to be ignorant” regarding the end times (1 Thess. 4). Peter 
says, “Do not forget this one thing…the Lord is not slack 
concerning His promise…He will come like a thief in the 
night.” (2 Peter 3). The apostles and our Savior exhort us 
that a mark of a disciple is to be aware of the signs of the 
times. 



MISTAKE #3 
Approaching the End Times with Curiosity 

Have you ever seen a movie trailer and instantly wanted 
to know the end? You quickly find a synopsis online 
and boom…spoilers. Mystery solved. Ever wondered 

why they are called spoilers? Well, because they spoil the 
movie! Facts disconnected from the story and characters 
don’t mean anything…they are just simply facts.  

People can approach the end times just like spoilers. They 
want to know, “When is it going to happen?” “Who is the 
Anti-Christ?” “What is the Mark of the Beast?” That way they 
can solve the puzzle box at the end and move on to the next 
mystery.  

Why does God reveals the signs of the times to His 
disciples? Is it just so that we can satiate our curiosity 
about the end? I don’t think so. The book of Revelation 
opens this way: 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ…-Revelation 1:1 

Revelation wasn’t written for spoilers. The Bible doesn’t talk 
about the end times to solve a puzzle. Revelation wasn’t 
written to reveal the Anti-Christ or other curiosities. Its 
purpose is to reveal Jesus Christ. Spoilers are simply facts, 
but facts don’t transform. Revelation is what transforms. 



A study of the End Times is about revealing Jesus Christ. If 
our focus is anything but Christ, we get lost in the weeds 
and miss the central focus. A relationship with Christ is 
about transformation. It is why when Jesus begins his 
ministry in Luke 4, one of the evidences of the coming of 
the Kingdom of God is that there is, “Recovery of sight to 
the blind.” That recovery of sight is physical as evidenced 
by the miracles Jesus performs, but more importantly that 
miracle is the eyes of our understanding being open. 
Transformation is impossible until there is revelation. 
Revelation 1 goes on to say: 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show 
His servants—things which must shortly take place… 

Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of 
this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; 

for the time is near. -Revelation 1:1 & 3 

There is a blessing of revelation waiting for you. It doesn’t 
come because we are curious about how everything ends. 
The blessing comes because of the revealing of the glory of 
God. Throughout scripture, revelation has preceded 
transformation. 

What is so easy to miss in studying the end times, is that it 
is all about Jesus. When we make our focus Christ, He 
opens our eyes to His grace, and in that moment we are 
changed.  



 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 

image from glory to glory. -2 Corinthians 3:18   

It is my prayer for you, that as you open God’s Word and 
read what He has said about this day and the days to come 
that your eyes would be open to see the revealed glory and 
grace of Jesus Christ, and in the light of that revelation you 
are changed.  
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