
Lesson 9

 

1.  What truth about God from last week’s lesson do you hope to keep at the center of 
your thinking  this Christmas season? 

2.       Read Matthew 1:18-25.  List all the facts we are told in verse 18 alone.   

3.       The first adjective we are given of Joseph is that he was “a righteous man” or  
“faithful to the law".   What would that have meant in his culture?  Do you think  
righteous means the same in our culture today? 

4.       List all the facts that the angel told Joseph in his dream.  Which would you 
consider to be most important?   

5.       Put yourself in Joseph’s position.  Describe the thoughts and dilemma that  
he must have worked through in his mind.  

6.       Read Hebrews 11:1 and record what it says about faith.  How does this 
definition relate to Joseph’s response after the dream? 

7.       Why do you think the angel called him “Joseph, son of David”? 

Galatians 5:15-16 
If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will  be 

destroyed by each other.  So, I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will 
not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 
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8.       What is the significance of the name Jesus?  Why would the angel give the 
name to both Mary (Luke 1:31 from last week’s lesson) and Joseph independently? 

9.       What did it ‘cost’ Joseph to go ahead and marry Mary?  What does this  
mean to you? 

10.      Read Matthew 2:1-12 about the visit of the Magi.  Imagine and describe what 
Joseph must have felt and thought when they arrived at their house in Bethlehem 
with worship and gifts.   

11.      Read Matthew 2:13-15. Picture yourself as a new husband and parent and  
describe the emotions and concerns Joseph must have felt when told to flee 
to another country.   

12.      Read Matthew 2:16-23.  After two more dreams Joseph and his family end up  
back in Nazareth.  What additional adjectives (besides righteous) would you use  
to describe Joseph now.   

13.      Does God still communicate to His people through dreams today?   Explain.   
Use Scripture to support your thoughts if you can.   

14.      Throughout this lesson we see Joseph obeying God’s directions.  Think  about  
your own pattern of obedience to God.  When is it most difficult for you to obey? 

15.     What can we learn from Jospeh about making wise decisions in times of crisis?


