
Lesson 3

 

1.   What was helpful and/or motivating from last week’s lesson 
on Jesus calling his first disciples? 

2.       Read Matthew 9:9.  Matthew wrote this verse about himself years later.  What can you  
learn about his character from the brevity and simplicity with which he retold the event? 

3.       Tax collectors in ancient Israel were despised as outcasts and traitors to their country. 
Imagine and describe what Matthew must have felt when he heard Jesus say “follow me”. 

4.       When Matthew chose to follow Jesus, what did he personally leave or lose?   
What did he personally gain or find? 

5.       Who in our society are considered outcasts or socially and morally unacceptable like 
the tax collectors in Jesus’ day? 

6.       Is it challenging for you to believe that Jesus would extend an offer to follow Him 
to those people today?  Why or why not? 

7.       What would you need to personally work through if called to leave a six figure income 
to work at a nonprofit helping the poor?  What would your friends think?  

Galatians 5:1 
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and 
do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
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8.       Read Matthew 9:10-11.  What did Matthew do immediately after following Jesus? 
Why would he do this? 

9.       Explain why the Pharisees had such a problem with the actions of Jesus here. 

10.      Describe a scenario today that might be similar to what Jesus was doing here. 

11.      Who is a sinner?  Write a definition as if trying to explain it to someone who had  
never heard the word.   

12.      Why do Christians sometimes feel uncomfortable around blatant sinners? 

13.      How did Jesus succeed at making himself at home in their presence?  Share some 
practical ways that Jesus followers can become better at this. 

14.      Read Matthew 9:12-13.  Jesus gives three responses/statements to the Pharisees in  
these verses.  Choose one and explain what it means.  (Or choose all three if you want.  :) 

15.     Reread the whole passage of Matthew 9:9-13.  What do you think is the most 
significant thing Jesus did here?  After answering, please take a moment and thank Him for it.   


