
Lesson 23

 
DAY ONE and DAY TWO:  Read Daniel 5:1-9 

1.  Nebuchadnezzar has been dead more than twenty years.  Babylon is  
surrounded by the Medo-Persian army and about to be defeated.  Why would  
King Belshazzar hold a banquet when his country was at war?  What does it reveal   
about him? 

2.       Who was at this party and what does the text say they were doing? 

3.       Look at the list of gods the Babylonians praised.  What do you think this means? 

4.       Were Belshazzar’s actions with the Jewish temple goblets just drunken disrespect or does it reveal a  
deeper motive?  Explain your answer. 

5.       What does blasphemy mean?  Give some contemporary examples how where we might see this in  
our culture today. 

6.       Describe how Belshazzar reacted to the hand writing on the wall.  What might this tell us about him? 

7.       This is now the third time in the book of Daniel that we have seen the ‘wise men’ unable to interpret 
God’s dream or message.  What lessons should we learn from this? 

DAY THREE:  Read Daniel 5:10-17 

8.       Who eventually tells Belshazzar about Daniel?  Why do you think she uses Daniel’s Hebrew name even  
though she knew his Babylonian name? 
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9.       List all the ways she describes Daniel. 

10.       What question does Belshazzar initially ask Daniel?  What was his purpose in doing this and what 
does this tell us about the king? 

11.       Why do you think Daniel refused Belshazzar’s gifts when he had accepted promotions and gifts 
in the past?  See Daniel 2:48. 

DAY FOUR and FIVE:  Read Daniel 5:18-31 

12.      Daniel was called in to interpret the writing on the wall, but what does he do in the first half of  
his speech?  Suggest reasons he would do this.      

13.      List Belshazzar’s sins according to Daniel from verses 22 and 23. 

14.      What three messages to the king are contained in the writing on the wall?  What does ‘weighed 
on the scales and found wanting’ mean to you?   

15.      Can Christians have confidence that we will not be found wanting?  Explain.    
  

16.      In chapter 4:27, Daniel advised Nebuchadnezzar to repent after interpreting his dream.  Why 
doesn’t he do the same for Belshazzar here? 

17.       God’s Word warns us against being mere leaners of the Word and not putting it into action. 
What does this chapter motivate you to do in response to its truth? 


