
Lesson 21

 
DAY ONE and DAY TWO:  Read Daniel 3:1-12 

1.  Review and record what you have learned about Nebuchadnezzar 
from the first two chapters of Daniel. 

2.       What does the king now decide to build and what do you think prompted him to do this? 

3.       According to verses 2-3,  who was specifically commanded to bow down to the image?   
Who are these people and why did Nebuchadnezzar start with them? 

4.       What were the chargers of the astrologers against Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego?  
What do you think motivated the astrologers to do this? 

5.       How is this issue of refusing to bow to the image  similar to the issue in Daniel 1 of  refusing 

to eat the royal food and wine?   How is it different? 

6.       Give examples from today’s world of where Christians might choose to not bow down? 

DAY THREE:  Read Daniel 3:13-18 

7.        In verses 13-15, Nebuchadnezzar summons the three men.  What strikes you about their  
initial interaction? 

8.       Some might say that it was foolish for the three men to risk their lives when they had such key 
positions in the government.  Surely they could just bow down for a moment and then ask for 
forgiveness.   What are your thoughts? 
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9.      In their response to Nebuchadnezzar in verses 16-18, of what were they certain and of what 
were they uncertain?  Would you characterize them as having doubt? 

10.      These men went into this situation together.  In what ways does the faith of those around 
you help or hinder your own faith? 

DAY FOUR and DAY FIVE:  Read Daniel 3:19-30 

11.      Describe in detail what happens as the three men are prepared and thrown into the furnace.      

12.      How does Nebuchadnezzar describe the fourth person in the fire?  See vs. 25, 28.  Who do you 
think this was and what evidence can you give to support your answer? 

13.      What was so astonishing when everyone examined the three men after coming out of the fire?   

14.      List the facts that Nebuchadnezzar now knows and states about the God of  Shadrach,  
Meshach and Abednego.  Would you say his is now a believer?  Why or why not? 

15.      Suppose the story read that the three men died instantly in the furnace.  Would you still see 
this as a great story of faith even if they died?  Explain your answer. 

16.      Daniel is not mentioned in this chapter.  Give possible reasons why God might have arranged 
it this way.   

17.       Choose words to describe the kind of faith these three men demonstrated.  Consider taking time 
this week to pray for yourself , for others, and for those in your group to be able and willing to  
demonstrate this kind of faith in our culture. 


