
Lesson 1

 
DAY ONE:  Read 1 Kings 17:1-6 

1.  From the lecture last week, summarize the political and cultural climate in 
Israel that would help explain the command God gave through Elijah. 

2.       Try to think through all the ways a drought would affect both the land and the people. 

3.       Why do you think God sent Elijah to hide?  The Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan is an inhospitable land 
even without a drought.  In what ways does God provide for Elijah there?  What do we learn about God in this? 

4.       This text tells us very little about Elijah personally during this time, but James 5:17 adds some detail.  How  
does this add to our understanding of Elijah? 

DAY TWO:  Read 1 Kings 17:7-16 

5.       God sends Elijah about 80 miles north of Samaria to a widow.   What details about her life are we given?        
Why do you think God sends Elijah to a non-Israelite widow? 

6.       What do you find surprising in the interchange between Elijah and the widow in verses 13-14? 

7.       What might have been the hesitations or objections for this woman to follow Elijah’s instructions? 

8.       What kind of faith is required for living with just enough for each day and no more? 

DAY THREE:  Read 1 Kings 17:17-24 

9.       What indicates that Elijah did not expect the death of the widow’s son? 

10.      What impresses you about what Elijah does and says in 19-23?  
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11.      What happens to the widow as a result of this? 

DAY FOUR:  Read 1 Kings 18:1-15 

12.      Describe what you learn about Obadiah (this man is different from the prophet Obadiah).  What skills and  
character qualities would have been needed to accomplish what he did?       

13.      In light of Obadiah’s good qualities, how might you explain his fears?  Are they reasonable or not? 

14.      What most impresses you about Obadiah?   

DAY FIVE:  Reread 1 Kings 17:1-2, 8-9, 14, 16, 24 

15.      What theme is repeated and frames this chapter? 

16.      Spend some time reflecting and praying about your own response to God’s Word.  How is it like  
or unlike Elijah and the widow?  In what ways do you find it difficult or easy to obey God when you don’t know 
the outcome? 

  

To be completed in class:    What are some things you want to remember or reflect on that you 
learned from your group this week?


