
Lesson 13

 
DAY ONE and TWO:  

1.    Jeremiah was called to deliver an unpopular, convicting  
message to God’s people in Judah.  It caused him intense mental anguish and  
great person suffering.  Read the following  passages and describe the kind of  
describe the kind of suffering Jeremiah had to endure in each case.   

     a)    Jeremiah 11:18-23 

     b)    Jeremiah 12:6 

     c)     Jeremiah 15:15-18 

     d)     Jeremiah 16:1-4 

     e)     Jeremiah 16:5-9 

     f)     Jeremiah 19:14-20:6 

     g)     Jeremiah 26:7-15 

     h)     Jeremiah 36:1-2, 17-26 

     i)      Jeremiah 38:4-13 

2.       Which of these examples of suffering would be most difficult for you to endure and why? 

DAY THREE and DAY FOUR:   
In response to continuous rejection and suffering, Jeremiah expresses his discouragement and frustration 
in multiple confessions or laments to God.  Read Jeremiah 20:7-18, which records one of these prayers, 
and answer the following questions. 

 3.      Why did Jeremiah think God had deceived him? (v. 7) 
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4.      When Jeremiah tried to be quiet and not speak to God, what happened to him?   

5.      Can you share a time when you tried to resist God’s call upon your life but found it was harder  
to resist Him than to obey Him? 

6.      What does Jeremiah say enabled him to continue in the midst of persecution? 

 7.      What does it mean in verse 12 when Jeremiah declares he has ‘committed his cause’ to God? 

 8.       What is something you have committed to God this week? 

9.      Jeremiah’s prayer ends in deep despair and questioning why he was even born.  Why do you think  
God wanted us to see this aspect of Jeremiah’s struggle? 

DAY FIVE:   

10.     Although God does not give an answer to Jeremiah’s despair in chapter 20, there are many other places 
in Scripture that do.  How do the following passages give hope to those struggling in their faith? 

• 1 Peter 4:12-13, 19 

• Isaiah 43:1-2 

• James 5:7-11 

• 2 Corinthians 4:17 

• John 16:33 

11.     Write out a prayer for people who are currently in the midst of suffering or despair.  Use the words 
or thoughts from the passages above or elsewhere to guide your words.  


