
Lesson 5 

Read Acts 2:42-47 

1. We are returning to Acts chapter 2 to observe the earliest description of the community of 
believers.  Recalling our study from  chapter 1 and 2, who were the people who made up this 
group?  What have they experienced together? 

2. Explain the four priorities of these believers and what you think each area means.  Why is each 
important in a healthy church? 

3. How would you describe the word 'devoted' or 'devotion'?  What is involved in developing this 
quality? 

4. What do verses 44-45 mean?  How do you feel when you read this?  

5. What other  attitudes and actions are present in this Christian community? Which of these things 
contributed to people being saved daily? 

6. How would you describe the Holy Spirit's role in building up this community?   

Read Acts 4:32-5:11 

7. In this second description of the believing community in Acts 4:32-37, what words and phrases 
point to the unity that existed?  What do you think it would have been like to be a part of this 
community? 



8. Read John 17:20-26.  What does this reveal to us about God's heart for unity in His church? 

9. Which of the four priorities in question 2 does Luke seem to be emphasizing here?  Why do you 
think he does this? 

10. How does the example of Barnabas in verse 36-37 relate to the story of Ananias and Sapphira? 

11. With the understanding that the selling of possessions and giving  money was voluntary, 
explain  the sin of Ananias and Sapphira. 

12. What do you think motivated Ananias and Sapphira to sin?  What do you think they believed 
about God?  About themselves?  About others? 

13. Put yourself in the shoes of one of the believers in verse 11.  How would you have felt and 
reacted?  How would this event shape your understanding of who God is? 

14. Why do you think God took this action and Luke included it in his narrative of the Holy Spirit and 
the early church? 

15. Review the two descriptions of the early believers in Acts 2:42-47 and Acts 4:32-37.   Which areas 
do you feel the Spirit encouraging you to incorporate more  in your life?  How will you strengthen 
them? 


