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Acts 1:1-11 “Jesus Preps the Apostles for a brand new ancient thing.”  

 

1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began 
to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had 

given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, 

but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 
5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 

many days from now.” 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know 
times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my wit-

nesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, 

and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into 
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, 

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 

into heaven.” 



 

 

 

 

Warm Up:  

 What questions or thoughts have you come with today following this week’s 

message? 

 When you look at the world today what do you long for most? 

 Read Acts 1:1-11 aloud. Then discuss what you’ve heard. 

 

Let’s Go UP: (God, what are you showing us about who you are and what you’ve 

done through this passage?) 

 How did Jesus spend his time with the disciples after the resurrection? (giving them 
proofs of resurrection, teaching them about Kingdom) 

 When you hear the words Kingdom of God, what do you think of?   What do you think 

Jesus mean by it? 

 Why did Jesus feel like the disciples had to understand the Kingdom of God in order 
to understand what He was calling them to do? 

 What mission did Jesus give the disciples in verse 8?  

 5) How would Jesus’ Kingdom mission have challenged those first believers? (Jesus 

was asking them to join their lives to His. To make His mission their mission.) 

 

J-Group Bonus:   

 

 

Let’s Go IN: (God, what are you saying to me through this passage?) 

 

 How does Jesus’ Kingdom Mission challenge us today? 

 Look again at verse 11. Why do you think the Angel asked the question?  

 Should we be “standing around looking at Heaven today? Why or why not?  

 

For everyday people to grasp Jesus’ Kingdom vision, a plan to give 

people new lives through His life and His people. That we are that 
people.  That to be a Christian is to be for the world. To hear from 

God through this truth and His Spirit.  To begin to discover how 
they can apply this to their lives together.      



 

Let’s Go OUT: (What do we need to do because of this passage?)  

 

 Jesus mentions four distinct missions fields to the apostles, Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria, ends of Earth.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We are often the most excited about going to the ends of the Earth… Why is this? 

 Which one would be hardest for you to go to?  Hardest to care about? 

 

 

 

J-Group Bonus: Which of these four mission fields do you most need to give 

attention to? Why? 

 

 

 

 

Jerusalem to a 

Jew would have 
meant: 

The streets you 
know well. 

The people most 
like you. 

 

What would be 

our “Jerusalem” 
today? 

Samaria would 

have meant: 

A weekend trip to 

get there. 

A different people, 

a different life, but 
still some connec-

tions.   

 

What would be our 
Samaria today? 

The Ends of the 

Earth: 

Pack your bags, 

you won’t be home 
too soon. 

Different race, reli-
gion, way of life, 

language  

 
 

What would be our 

“Ends of the Earth”  

today? 

Judea would have 

meant: 

A half day’s travel 

to get there. 

People who share 

your faith and 
your race, but not 

your lifestyle. 

 

What would be 
our “Judea” 

today? 





Acts 2:1-13 “The Coming of the Holy Spirit” 

 
2 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one 

place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided 

tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested[a] on each one of them. 4 And they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 

gave them utterance. 

5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under 
heaven. 6 And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, 

because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7 And they were 

amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And 
how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9 Parthians and Medes 

and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 

visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them 
telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” 12 And all were amazed and per-

plexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others mocking said, 
“They are filled with new wine.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+2%3A+1-13&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26941a


Warm Up:  

 What thoughts or questions did you come away with following this week’s message? 

 How normal is it for us to talk about God’s Spirit?  

 What do you think people mean when they talk about God’s Spirit? What comes to 

mind when you think of someone who is Spirit filled? 

 Read Acts 2:1-13 aloud. Then discuss what you’ve heard. 

 

Let’s Go UP: (God, what are you showing us about who you are and what 

you’ve done through this passage?) 

 

 Take a moment and circle one to three words that stand out to you in verses 1-4.  
Share with the group your words and what they signify to you. 

 

 How many in the group of first Christians were affected by this incident? 

 

 Within the group what were the results of the coming of God’s Spirit? 

 

 Outside of the group what were the results of the coming of God’s Spirit? 

 

 Look back at 1:8. What is the primary gift that God’s Spirit will bring to Jesus’ peo-
ple? (power)   

 

That people would see that God fuels the spread of His Kingdom by 

sending His Spirit.  That God’s Spirit is for everyone. That in Acts 
the coming of God’s Spirit into our lives is associated with our work 

in other people’s lives/mission. To hear what God is saying to them 
through this truth and His Spirit.  To think together about what this 

means for their lives. 



 Again looking at 1:8, What is the primary goal that God’s Spirit makes possible?  

 

J-Group Bonus: What is your attitude today towards the idea that God’s 

Spirit can come into people? 

 

 

Let’s Go IN: (God, what are you saying to me through this passage?) 

 

 Just from this passage what is God’s purpose in sending His Spirit? (to empower our 

work in others people’s lives.) 

 

 Use a bible to look ahead to Acts 2:38.  What is the final result of God’s sending His 

Spirit to us? (The coming of His Spirit into other people’s lives.) 

 

 Think about the people God has used powerfully in your life.  If you’re comfortable 

share this with the group. Now looking back what was one major purpose of God 
sending His Spirit into their life? (YOU) 

 

 When you ask God for more of His Spirit do you typically do so for you or for others?  

 

 How did people outside the group respond to the coming of God’s Spirit on His peo-
ple? What kind of response do people have to Christians today?  Why is this? 

 

 

_________   + __________  = _________ 

 

_________   + __________  = _________ 

 

 

[Create graphic that shows, gospel arrives>Spirit descends> Kingdom Shows up] 

 

 

Let’s Go OUT: (What do we need to do because of this passage?)  

 

  

 





Acts 2:14-36 Peter's Sermon at Pentecost 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his 
voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all 
who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, 
and give ear to my words. 15 For these people are 

not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the 
day.[a] 16 But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs 
that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves 
know— 23 this Jesus,[c]delivered up according to the definite plan 
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands 
of lawless men. 24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, 
because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 25 For David 
says concerning him, 

 

29 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch 
David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to 
this day.30 Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descend-
ants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection 
of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his 
flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all 
are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, 
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spir-
it, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hear-
ing. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself 
says, 

 
36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God 
has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you cruci-
fied.” 

 

 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

“Sit at my right hand, 

35     until I make your enemies your footstool.”’ 

17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

    and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams; 
18 even on my male servants[b] and female servants 

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall 

prophesy. 
19 And I will show wonders in the heavens above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

    blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 
20 the sun shall be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood, 

    before the day of the Lord comes, the great and mag-

nificent day. 
21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon 

the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

“‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

    for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 

26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

    my flesh also will dwell in hope. 

27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

    or let your Holy One see corruption. 

28 You have made known to me the paths of life; 

    you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+2%3A+14-36&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26953a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+2%3A+14-36&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26961c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+2%3A+14-36&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26956b


Goal for the Week:  Our people would see that it is the work of God’s 

Spirit in the Jesus community that leads people to desire to hear 
about Jesus, it is the readiness to speak clearly about the life of Jesus 

that makes our witness effective, but it is the recognition of who Jesus 
is and what that means that cuts people to the heart.   

(re-write around teachable heart, open ears.)  

 

Warm Up:  

 What do you think of when you think of an evangelist?  Do some people just 
have the gift for evangelism and others not? What really makes evangelism ef-

fective? 

 

 Read Acts 2:14-36 aloud. Then discuss what you’ve heard. 

 

 

Let’s Go UP: (God, what are you showing us about who you are and what 
you’ve done through this passage?) 

 

 What is happening as our passage begins? 

 

 How significant was this to people’s interest in what Peter had to say? 

 

 Take a minute and work together to summarize Peter’s main points in the box 
below. 

 

 

 Peter’s final statement to the people is that Jesus is ______ and _________. 
(v36) Why are these two words important? 

 

J-Group Bonus:  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Let’s Go IN: (God, what are you saying to me through this passage?) 

 

 Imagine you are a Jewish person in Jerusalem on that day. What would have been 

going through your head by the end of Peter’s message? 

 

 Jesus is both Lord and Christ.  These are the two roles Jesus came to play in the life 
of the world. Which Jesus do you need more of today? 

 

 What is God saying to you through this passage? 

 

 

 

Let’s Go OUT: (What do we need to do because of this passage?)  

 

   

 

   

 

Challenge: 

 

 

 

 

 

J-Group Bonus: 





 

Acts 2:42-47   The Fellowship of the Believers 

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellow-
ship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon eve-

ry soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apos-
tles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in com-

mon. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing 
the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the tem-

ple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with 
glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. 

And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 



For our people to see that the Kingdom of God is something that 

comes into our lives and transforms our lives.  To see that the 
effects of the Kingdom are simple everyday things that we all long 

for, fellowship, food, work, worship. That as it does so the 
Kingdom will inevitably spread into the live of others through us.  

At Trinity we talk about four things every disciples needs: 
Community, Teaching, Coaching, Action.     

Warm Up:  

 What questions or thoughts are on your mind today following Sunday’s message? 

  

 What would the perfect world be like for you? 

 

 Read Acts 2:42-47 aloud. Then discuss what you’ve heard.  

 

Let’s Go UP:  

 

  This week’s story happened at a key moment in the book of Acts. A lot has taken 

place in the Believers lives in a short amount of time. So, Luke takes a moment to 
sum up what their life in God’s Kingdom was like. What’s you favorite part of this 

passage? 

 

 What were people in the early church devoted to?  

 

 What were the results of this devotion? 

 

 We see this kind of story (believers living out their lives together in radical ways) 
less often today.  Why do you think that is?  

 

 What would it look like for people to live like that (Plymouth, Canton, Ann Arbor, 

Northville, Detroit, etc.) today? 



 

J-Group Bonus: Which part of the early Christian’s life together excites you 
the most? Which part is the hardest to wish for? Why is that? 

 

 

Let’s Go IN:  

 

 How significant was it that the early Christians were “devoted” to these things?  

What does real devotion (in any area of life) look like?   

 Take a minute and write down everything in life that you would say you are devoted 

to. Share with the group. Remember not everything you are devoted to has to be 
“spiritual!”   

 

Let’s Go OUT:  

 

 Take a minute and look at the “4 Things Every Disciple Needs” on page XX.  At Trini-
ty we use this to guide how we plan for discipleship (helping people grow more like 

Jesus). Why are each of these 4 Needs essential? 

 

 Which of these is your group strongest at?  In which of the 4 Needs would you like 
to grow? 

 

J-Group Bonus: One of the ways you know you are devoted to something is 

that you are ready to say “no” or “not right now” to other things.  Is there an-
ything that its time for you to release from your life?  How could this pave the 

way to seeing more of God’s Kingdom in your life? 

 

Kingdom Challenge:   

 





 

Acts 3:1-16 

The Lame Beggar Healed 

3 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a 
man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is 
called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 3 Seeing Peter and John about 

to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 4 And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, 
“Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 6 But Peter 
said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise 
up and walk!”7 And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles 
were made strong. 8 And leaping up he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walk-
ing and leaping and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God,10 and recognized 
him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with won-
der and amazement at what had happened to him. 

Peter Speaks in Solomon's Portico 
11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran together to them in the portico 
called Solomon's. 12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at 
this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him walk? 13 The God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom 
you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 14 But you de-
nied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 and you killed the Au-
thor of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And his name—by faith in his 
name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the 
man this perfect health in the presence of you all. 



 

 

Warm Up:  

 What thoughts or questions are on your mind after last Sunday’s message? 

 

 What’s your favorite gift that you’ve ever given?  What is one of the best things 
you’ve ever been given? 

 

 Read Acts 3:1-16* aloud. Then discuss what you’ve heard. 

 

Let’s Go UP:  

 

 What stands out to you in this passage? 

 

 Take a moment and circle every place in the scripture where there is a reference to 

people seeing, looking or focusing attention on another person.  Why do you think 
the Bible emphasizes this? What does it mean to really “see” someone? How would 

this day have been different without those “seeing” moments?  

 

 Does Peter give the man what he wants or what he needs?  Is there a difference? 

 

 Consider verses 11-16. In the aftermath of the lame man’s healing where does Pe-
ter want people to focus their attention? 

 

 In verse 9 when the lame man was healed and people were amazed, he didn’t keep 
the attention on himself. How did he make sure everyone knew where to direct 

their amazement?   

 

J-Group Bonus: How important is it to you to have the attention? How does 

this affect your life with God?  



 

Let’s Go IN:  

 

 This all began because John and Peter truly noticed a person around them 
who needed Jesus. What does it mean to truly “see” someone? How often do you re-

ally notice the people around you?  What are the places where you really “see” peo-
ple the best?  The worst?   

 

 We often focus on the power of the miracle healing in this story.  For good reason. 
It’s pretty amazing.  Something else happened though.  Peter chose to give some-

one not what they wanted, but what they needed, Jesus.  How comfortable are you 
with the idea that the one thing everybody needs in Jesus? What would that look like 

to live that out in your life today? 

 

 How powerful was the Lame Man’s God story to the people around him? How could 

your God story help meet someone’s deepest need? 

 

J-Group Bonus:  

 

 

Let’s Go OUT: (What do we need to do because of this passage?)  

 

 Take a minute and reflect on your life before and after God. Use the box below to jot 

down some of the key plot points.   

 

(Add grey box with three collum headings: My life before God, How I found God, Life 

with God) 

 

 Practice sharing your story with the others in your group. 

 

 

 

(Add Image for Kingdom Challenge) 

Kingdom Challenge: Share your story with someone this week. 





 

Acts 



For our people to grasp the fullness of  

Warm Up:  

 Define Generosity 

 

 Read Acts ?:?? aloud. Then discuss what you’ve heard. 

 

 

Let’s Go UP: (God, what are you showing us about who you are and what 

you’ve done through this passage?) 

 

 Right off the bat what did we hear about the first Christ community?  

 

 How significant was it that they were “of one heart and soul?”   What do you think 
those words mean? 

 

 What does it mean that “great grace was upon them all”? (v33) 

 

 What was the result of these things? 

 

 What is your favorite part of this story?  (use Roman letter, these Christians… how 

they love.) 

 

 

J-Group Bonus:  

 

 

 

Let’s Go IN: (God, what are you saying to me through this passage?) 

 

 Is great grace upon you? 

 





 

 What does it mean for Grace to fill a community of people? 

 

 How is this connected to their ability to give dramatically and freely? 

 

 

Let’s Go OUT: (What do we need to do because of this passage?)  

 

 What do you need to give away dramatically and freely this week? 

 

 How could you bring grace into a person’s life? 

 

 What do you need to do that could only be done if you have the grace of Jesus? 

 

 










