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This Sunday the elders announced to our church that I will be taking a three month 

sabbatical after Christmas. I will be completely disengaged from life and ministry at 

Trinity Church from December 26th until March 26th, 2018. Up front, I want to say, “Thank 

you for this gift”! I am grateful I can say, with the Apostle Paul, “you are all partakers of 

grace with me” (Phil. 1:7). Over these past twelve years, we have been plunged into a 

rich, deep experience of God’s undeserved and unfathomable grace! 

There are many amazing things that come with leading in the ministry of Trinity Church. 

One of those things is the opportunity that our church Session has given me to 

experience a 3 month sabbatical. Our Session has established a policy that allows a 

pastor to request a time of rest, reflection, and study after serving seven years. Soon the 

time will come to follow through on that designated time of sabbatical. 

Though I’ve only known some of you for a few seasons, my time in this ministry at Trinity 

Church goes back twelve years to 2005 when I began as Assistant Pastor leading 

discipleship and small groups. In fact, I arrived while our Founding Pastor Bill Moore was 

on a sabbatical, which he described as life-changing.  Since that time my calling has 

shifted and changed to my current role as Lead Pastor. 

I cannot begin to tell you what a joy it is for me to lead our church family as the Lead 

Pastor! Since the day I met the leaders of this church in 2005, I have never felt so clear in 

God’s leadership and calling in my life as your pastor. I’ve been so privileged to feel 

that I have joined God in something He was already doing in our community and in 

your lives. Thank you for the honor of your friendship and allowing me to continue to 

lead and pastor this church! While I’m eager to begin a new season of learning and 

reflection, I’m already eager to come back and lead in ministry with each of you! 

The goal of a sabbatical is to learn and reflect through different rhythms outside of the 

normal pace of ministry. For my sabbatical, I have chosen a theme of spiritual renewal, 

marriage renewal, and deep learning, and I’m planning a number of different 

experiences to do that: 

 I will take a seminary-level course on Leviticus taught by a professor at Covenant 

Seminary.  

 I will be participating on Trinity’s trip to Haiti with World Orphans. 

 I will be meeting with a number of EPC pastors to share life and best practices at 

their churches. 

 I will explore new spiritual rhythms and practices of listening to God under the 

guidance of an experienced pastor. 



 I will read a number of books related to exploring God’s leadership in my life. 

 I’ll also give a particular focus to my time with my wife. Pastor’s wives are often at 

risk of seeing the Church as a bride to be jealous of. I want to take this time to 

remind my wife of how important she is to me as we explore being empty-nesters 

together. 

I know this may feel sudden for those of you whom I’ve only met in recent months and 

there can be a lot of questions. Though I’ve been on this path for twelve years, we may 

have only been sharing the journey for a short time, and I know it can cause anxiety in 

any church. However, I’ve always said that the number one resource we have at Trinity 

Church is leaders, and I’m confident that our elders, deacons, and staff will lead our 

church well throughout my absence. 

During my sabbatical, our Executive Director, Ellie Schupra, will be charged with leading 

the day-to-day ministry of the church and will give leadership to our staff and 

volunteers. Additionally, our Assistant Pastor, Aaron McMillan, will oversee discipleship 

and work with Scotty Gulledge to plan worship.  A great preaching team is being 

assembled consisting of guest speakers along with Pastor Aaron and Alex Walton. I’m 

excited for you to hear from each of them! 

My plan is to return in March refreshed and renewed with a clear vision for my 

leadership and new ways of following God as I lead our church for the years to come. 

Please check out our FAQ’s page for more information and, as always, if you have 

questions or would like to talk more, just contact me directly any time….until December 

24th! 

Your friend and pastor, 

 


