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A Deeper Dive into Daniel 

 
One of God’s asks of us as his disciples is to study His word so we can get to know Him and 
to see ways we need to grow and mature as believers.  The purpose of this material is to 
supplement the preaching series at Trinity and provide some additional information that 
you can use to continue to learn throughout the week. 
 
Format 
 
Except for the Introduction, each section will try to follow a similar format that will focus on 
these key questions: 
 

1. What does this passage teach?  What are the main themes and points Daniel 
wants you to learn? 

2. Why is this important to Daniel?  Is this important to you? 
3. What would you like to see change in your relationship with God after you have 

studied and prayed about this passage? 
 
Sources 
 
Many of the thoughts and comments in this material come from the work of others!  Those 
other sources will be cited so you can do even more study if you so wish.  In the Appendix 
there is a list of some suggested source material. 
 
Share! 
 
We grow together as a body.  If you learn something you hadn’t thought about before, or if 
you are reminded of something you may have forgotten, take some time to share that with 
someone.  Your Journey Group would love that input just like you would like to hear what 
they are learning. 
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Principles for Interpreting Scripture 
 
One objective of this extra material is to help all of us learn to study the Bible.  We face a 
large volume with 66 individual books that have a huge number of chapters and verses and 
we hear that we should “learn what God wants us to hear”.  A daunting task!  When you pick 
up your Bible and start to read it there are many ways to interpret what it says.  The 
discussion below lays out three key principles that we believe must govern how we 
interpret and understand God’s word to us. 
 
Principle One 
 

God communicated truth to us in the Bible that was clear and understandable to the 
people who first heard His word.  Those readers understood His word the way they would 
have normally understood other sentences spoken in their language.  Given this, the goal 
of understanding the Bible is to start by determining the original meaning of the text. 

 
Principle Two 
 

Every book of the Bible was written amidst a specific historical time period, in a specific 
location, for a specific reason.  Every text had a specific culture around it.  Understanding 
that culture is called understanding the “context” of the passage.  For example, it is very 
important to know when Paul was speaking to a Greek audience versus a Jewish audience.  
The words he chose and his teaching objectives were influenced by his audience. 
 
This idea of context is very important.  Here is another example around just a single word.  
If I asked you what I am thinking about if I say the word “love”, many things might start to 
come to mind.  If I am standing with you showing you pictures of my children while I say 
that word, you will get one idea of what I mean by “love”.  If instead I am two-fisting a huge 
grilled hamburger, a whole different set of ideas come to mind when I say “love”.  The 
difference is context.  Understanding the context of each book of the Bible is an important 
principle in understanding its teaching. 

 
Principle Three 
 

While the Bible is a piece of historical literature and those first two principles apply, it is 
also God’s word and, accordingly, is unique.  Some key conclusions derive from this third 
principle: 

 
God’s word is inerrant.  What God communicates doesn’t have mistakes. 
 
God’s word is authoritative.  In our day everyone is entitled to their own opinion and 
for them that is “right”.  We believe that the Bible isn’t just a human opinion, but 
God’s revealed truth and therefore what it says is absolutely right. 
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While the Bible has many books, ultimately they all come from God and God’s 
message to us is consistent throughout all those books.  Therefore, when we seek to 
know the answer to a question like, “What does God tell us about marriage and 
divorce?” it is important that we look at all the passages that deal with that topic and 
see how they all come together to give guidance and answers. 
 
Last, the Bible is God’s way of revealing himself to us in a way that calls us to have a 
relationship with him.  It is a story about how a compassionate God rescues those he 
loves from the consequences of their desire to be in control.  While there are many 
characters in the Bible, and many of those characters have fascinating lives, our goal 
is the hear God speaking to us.  In this study we are not trying to learn to be like 
Daniel or his friends.  We want to learn who God is and what he wants our 
relationship with him to be like. 

 
As you can imagine, applying these three principles seems simple at first, but can get very 
complicated.  While this is true, at the highest level these are three of the key principles that 
we need to be disciplined about maintaining so we don’t fall prey to teaching that starts 
with an opinion and looks around to find verses to support it.  A key aspect of submitting to 
Jesus as Lord of our lives is to come to His word with a mind and heart that want to hear 
what He has to say and how we need to change and grow to be more like Him. 
 
In a study of Daniel, there is one other “interpretation” principle that is important and that 
has to do with genre, or the type of literature the writer is using to communicate.  Using a 
contemporary example, we expect that how a medical textbook is written – very clear, fact 
based writing, will be quite different from a poem.  How you interpret the piece is 
influenced by its genre. 
 
Apocalyptic writing is an example of a genre and Daniel 7-12 contains apocalyptic writing.  
The material below is taken from the Iain Duguid book (see Appendix) and provides great 
insight as to how we should approach this kind of writing. 
 
“In simple terms, biblical apocalyptic can be defined in the following way: 
 
Biblical apocalyptic is a revelation of the ending of this present age, which is an age 
characterized by conflict, and its replacement by the final age of peace.  It shows us ahead of 
time the end of the kingdoms of this world and their replacement by the kingdom of our God 
and of his Christ.  This revelation is unfolded in complex and mysterious imagery, and has 
the purpose of comforting and exhorting the faithful. 
 
Apocalyptic literature thus proclaims a theology of hope to those whom the world has 
marginalized: it reminds us that God is presently on the throne and that he will ultimately 
triumph.  In the meantime, whatever the present cost may be in terms of suffering, 
obedience to God is the only way.” (Duguid, pg 107) 
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Introduction to Daniel 
 
This material is quoted from the Daniel chapter in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary and 
was written by Gleason Archer, Jr.  Similar introductions are found in Interpreting the 
Prophetic Word written by Willem VanGemeren and by Dale Ralph Davis in The Message of 
Daniel. 
 
“Apart from Lamentations, Daniel is the shortest book of the Major Prophets.  Yet it is one of 
the most important pieces of OT prophetic literature and perhaps the most frequently 
studied of the sixteen Major and Minor prophets.  Its narrative portions, with the excitement 
and suspense, and its prophesies, with their wide scope and fascinating detail, have engaged 
the attention of readers down through the years.  In NT prophecy Daniel is referred to more 
than any other OT book.  Moreover, it contains more fulfilled prophecies than any other 
book in the Bible. 
 
The reason for the extraordinary qualities of Daniel lies in the historical situation that faced 
God’s people after the Fall of Jerusalem and their deportation into exile in Babylonia.  
Despite decades of solemn warning by Isaiah, Micah, Jeremiah, and many other faithful 
prophets, the people’s flagrant apostasy and immorality – described in 2 Chronicles 36:16: 
“They mocked God’s messengers, despised his words and scoffed at his prophets until the 
wrath of the LORD was aroused against his people and there was no remedy” – brought 
about the total destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, a destruction that God had warned 
his people about ever since the time of Moses (cf. Deut. 28:64; 29:28).  The covenant people 
had at last been expelled from their Promised Land and their Holy City and were 
condemned to captivity and enslavement in a foreign land. 
 
From the viewpoint of a human observer, it seemed that the religion of the Hebrews had 
been completely discredited.  Their God, Yahweh, had apparently shown himself inferior in 
power to the mighty gods of Assyria and Babylon; for he seemed unable to deliver his 
people from the worshippers of Asshur, Bel, and Nebo.  When they leveled Yahweh’s temple 
to the ground and burned its ruins, the Babylonian troops served notice to all the world that 
their gods were mightier than Yahweh, no matter what titles the Hebrews gave him.  Ethical 
monotheism was exposed to universal scorn as an empty fraud.  Therefore, it was essential 
at this time in Israel’s history for God to display his power in such a way as to prove that he 
was the one true God (in contrast to the false gods of the heathen) and the sovereign Lord of 
history.  So he showed his power by a series of miracles that vindicated biblical monotheism 
over against its detractors and convinced the supreme rulers of Babylon and Persia that 
Yahweh was the greatest power both on earth and in heaven.  As God found it necessary in 
the days of Moses to display his redemptive power in the Ten Plagues and the crossing of 
the Red Sea in order to deliver Israel from idolatry and spiritual cowardice, so he acted 
during the disgrace and humiliation of the Babylonian exile.  Indeed, it was essential for him 
to prove by his miraculous acts that he had allowed his people to go into captivity in 587 B. 
C., not though weakness, but rather to maintain his integrity as a holy God, who carries out 
his covenant promises both for good and for ill according to the response of his people.  So 
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the whole narrative in Daniel relates a series of contests between false gods of human 
invention and the one true sovereign Lord and Creator of heaven and earth.” 
 

The City of Babylon 
 
During the days of Daniel, Babylon was at its historical peak.  It was the largest city in the 
world, over 2,500 acres.  Huge walls, some historical records report that the walls around 
the city were 80 feet thick, 320 feet high and 56 miles long!  There were eight spectacularly 
decorated entry gates, each named after a Babylonian god.  Once inside, huge, beautiful 
buildings, palaces and temples lined the street.  Most of the structures were dedicated to 
gods which was consistent with their belief that they were dependent on the judgment of 
these gods and needed to pay them due respect to be protected.  Babylon was a city of idols.  
This was downtown Manhattan in construction with all its “glory” dedicated to their gods.  
Imagine the first trip down this road as a captive young teenager like Daniel! 
 
Daniel served under a number of leaders.  A quick summary is below: 
 

Babylon Nebuchadnezzar 605-562 BC 
 Nabonidus 556-539 BC 
 Co-regent Belshazzar 550-539 BC 
Persia Cyrus 539-530 BC 
 Darius I 522-486 BC 

 
 

Themes in the Book of Daniel 
 
The overarching argument of Daniel is that Yahweh is in control from the nitty-gritty of 
daily life to our ultimate destiny.  He alone is King and in Him we have confident hope (even 
though life in the moment may be really hard!). 
 
Another theme has to do with how important it is to choose obedience even though 
everyone around you is doing something else.  Daniel persevered in his walk of faith while 
clearly knowing that the short-term impacts were quite scary.  In cultures that don’t 
acknowledge God as supreme, norms of what is right and wrong will be different than God’s 
standards.  Faith is submitting to His authority regardless of the consequences and 
regardless of how much of an outlier we may be. 
 
Daniel gives us a great example of how to live in this world but not be of this world.  He and 
his friends learned about the Babylonian culture, they worked hard at their jobs, they 
prayed for God’s deliverance and protection in their lives and they stuck to their beliefs even 
when they were quite alone. 
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Structure of the Book of Daniel 
 
One lens through which we understand Daniel is the contrast between the kingdoms of 
men and the Kingdom of God.  The table below summarizes the comparison: 
 

Aspect of a kingdom Kingdom of men Kingdom of God 

Fate Kingdoms of men rise and 
fall.  In Daniel we see 
prophecy that kingdoms 
will have their time, but 
that time is limited.  An 
example is the statue 
made of gold, silver, 
bronze, iron and iron/clay 
mixture that eventually 
becomes chaff. 

God’s Kingdom endures 
forever.  Dan 2:44 – Daniel 
tells Nebuchadnezzar that, 
“And in the days of those 
kings the God of heaven 
will set up a kingdom that 
shall never be destroyed, 
nor shall the kingdom be 
left to another people.  It 
shall break to pieces all 
these kingdoms and bring 
them to an end, and it 
shall stand forever.” 

Authority Authority is derived from 
God.  In chapter 1 we see 
Babylon conquering 
Jerusalem, but verse 2 
says, “And the Lord 
gave…into his hand.” 

God himself is in control. 

Power Kingdoms of men are 
powerful.  In chapter 7 
they are described as 
beasts.  The fourth beast is 
“terrifying and dreadful 
and exceedingly strong” 
(vs. 7:7).   

While the kingdoms are 
powerful, they are all 
subject to the “Most High” 
(7:27) 

Call to His people Endure – times will be 
tough but they are not 
ultimate 

Await – a time will come 
when all the ever-present 
evil will be destroyed. 

 
 
Another way to think about Daniel is to see the “stories and visions” perspective.  In the first 
half of the book, Daniel tells six stories (the original language is Aramaic, the language of his 
captors). 
 
Story 1 – Daniel’s resolution not to defile himself – God wins! 
 
Story 2 – Daniel is able to know the king’s dream and interpret it for him.  The kingdoms of 
this world are temporary - God wins! 
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Story 3 – Daniel’s friends refuse to bow to an earthly king.  They are protected from the 
furnace – God wins! 
 
Story 4 – Pride gets the best of Nebuchadnezzar and he is driven to be as a beast in the field 
– God wins! 
 
Story 5 – Belshazzar defiles the temple vessels at a party and gets a note on the wall – God 
wins! 
 
Story 6 – Darius outlaws prayer and Daniel survives the lion’s den – God wins! 
 
With that track record, Daniel then switches to Hebrew and lays out for his people what God 
has in store for their future. 
 
Vision 1 – The four beasts rule, but God reigns. 
 
Vision 2 – The Ram and the Goat, but they shall be broken. 
 
Vision 3 – Your prayer will be answered and your people restored. 
 
Vision 4 – The world will endure severe conflict, turmoil, war and suffering.  But in the end 
your people shall be delivered.  Go your way Daniel! 
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Outline of Daniel 
 
There are many good outlines of Daniel and they are very similar.  My favorite is the one 
provided by Joyce Baldwin: 
 
Section 1 – Daniel, his friends, and royalty (1:1-6:28) 
 
Introduction:  The preparations of Daniel and his friends (1:1-21) 
 

1. The kingdoms of this world face the kingdom of God (2:1-6:28) 
A.  Dream of the image of four kingdoms (2:1-49) 

B.  The rescue of Daniels friends (3:1-30) 
C.  Neb.’s dream of the tree and his humiliation (4:1-37) 
C’.  Bel’s feast and God’s judgment (5:1-31) 

   B’.  The rescue of Daniel from the lion’s den (6:1-28) 
 
Section 2 – Visions and interpretations (7:1-12:13) 
 
  A’.   Vision of four beasts (7:1-28) 
 

2. Vision of the kingdoms (8:1-27) 
3. Daniel’s prayer and vision of the seventy weeks (9:1-27) 
4. Vision of the coming troubles and victory (10:1-12:13) 

 
In this outline you can see the A:A’, B:B’ and C:C’ pattern.  The idea of this format is to 
highlight the similarity of the topic addressed in A and A’, then B and B’, and so on.  In our 
writing, the “topic” sentence is usually first or last in a paragraph.  That topic sentence is the 
main point of the paragraph.  Often in Hebrew writing the “main point” is in the middle of 
the discussion.  The author begins and ends with something similar, in this case both A and 
A’ are dealing with Daniel’s vision of coming kingdoms.  The B:B’ steps closer to the main 
point with related ideas, here again we see a rescue event in their lives.  The author’s focus 
is then in the middle where we see the importance of a person’s response to God as 
supreme.  Nebuchadnezzar sees it and submits, Belshazzar doesn’t and suffers the 
consequences. 
 
 
 
Now that we have some idea of the overall book and themes, it’s time to dive in!!!! 
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Chapter 1 – The Preparations of Daniel and his Friends 
 
Jeffrey Pfeffer, a professor at Stanford’s MBA School, has concluded there are six common 
attributes that historically successful people have had that were key to their impact (See 
Eric Barker’s article on Time.com).  They include: 
 

1. Energy and physical stamina - endure hard work 
2. Focus – Stay with one company in one industry over working career 
3. Sensitivity to Others 
4. Flexibility – be willing to change your position 
5. Ability to Tolerate Conflict 
6. Submerging One’s Ego and Getting Along 

 
As you study chapter one, you might find that Daniel had a different set of “keys” to apply to 
his career!  Our approach to success, and what is key to our thinking, starts and ends in a 
different place when God is added to the mix. 
 

What does this passage teach? 
 
Note: In verses 1 and 21 we see the timelines of Daniels career.  This period is most likely from 
605 B.C to 539 B.C. 
 
1.  God is present in His sovereign rule – Jehoiakim is delivered into Nebuchadnezzar’s hand 

(1:1-2) 
 

The Lord “gives” is a major theme of this book.  We see that theme emerge in this first 
chapter (vs. 2, 9, 17 – although the NIV obscures this by using different English words).  
While the world Daniel lived in was full of turmoil and what seemed like terrible 
outcomes, God was in control. 
 
The plunder of the temple was not just a military defeat.  In that culture, when your “god 
place” got invaded it meant that the invader’s god was supreme to the local god.  This 
plundering would have meant to those people that the Babylonian god was supreme to 
Yahweh.   This was also true when the Philistines stole the Ark of the Covenant (see 1 
Samuel 4 and 5). 

 
2.  God is present in His silent role – Daniel and friends are trained for service, but need to 

draw a line (1:3-16). 
 

A puppet is put in the role of king in Judah (Zedekiah). 
 
A select group of young men with outward signs of promise are brought to Babylon to be 
immersed in Babylonian culture.  They were given new names that were Babylonian.  
They would have needed to learn the language, the diet, and the cultural practices.  They 
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were given new jobs and had imposed expectations.  They were, in a very intentional 
and structured manner, being converted. 
 
Daniel needs to draw a line and he chooses to do so around food so as not to “defile” 
himself.   There are several possible reasons why Daniel chose this topic for 
confrontation. 
 

 The food was not kosher.  The problem with this view is that the refused wine 
wasn’t a “kosher” problem.  The acceptable food, in the manner that kosher 
requires for preparation, could not have been kosher either. 

 
 It could be that the food they were offered had been sacrificed to idols and Daniel 

didn’t want to endorse idol worship.  The problem with this view is that the 
vegetables were likely to have been offered as well, but that is not known for 
sure. 

 
 It might be that Daniel wanted to demonstrate 

that they were not under control of the 
Babylonian formula, but rather God was their 
source of strength.    

 
 Tremper Longman III has a good quote on this 

topic:   “Rather than those doubtful reasons, we 
believe that the motivation lies more closely 
connected to the story.  Daniel and his three 
friends are in a process of education and 
preparation for service.  Their minds, as well as 
their bodies, are being fed by the Babylonian 
court.  If they prosper, then to whom should they 
attribute their development and success?  The Babylonians.  However, by 
refusing to eat the food of the king, they know it is not the king who is responsible 
for the fact that “they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the 
young men who ate the royal food”.  Their robust appearance, usually attained by 
a rich fare of meats and wine, is miraculously achieved through a diet of 
vegetables.  Only God could have done it.” 

 
 

3.  God is present in His subversive role – Success is given to the boys (1:17-20) 
 

Once again, the theme of “God gave” dominates what is happening to the captives as they 
function in their new world.  Their excellence isn’t just “hard work” but divine 
intervention.  Thinking a bit ahead, how important is verse 17 to the rest of this book? 

 
 
 
 

MEMORIZE 

Daniel 1:8 

But Daniel resolved not to 

defile himself with the royal 

food and wine, and he asked 

the chief official for 

permission not to defile 

himself this way. 
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4.  God is present in His sustaining role – The extent of Daniel’s ministry framed. 
 

Daniel is going to be engaged with multiple leaders, multiple cultures and events that 
there is no way he could anticipate.  But he was there, and God was giving. 

 
 

Having seen what Daniel is teaching, why is this important? 
 

Daniel was taken to a culture that didn’t share his beliefs about God or about how our 
lives should look as we try to follow Him.  What is similar between Daniel’s culture and 
ours?  What is different?  What are the “gods” of our culture? 
 
Given some of the challenges we face in our culture, how do you see God meeting your 
needs?  How is that similar to what Daniel experienced?   
 
 
Sometimes in history God intervenes in miraculous and spectacular ways (think about 
the exodus from Egypt!!), but God doesn’t always work that way.  What challenges can 
we face when we don’t see spectacular?   
 
 
How did Daniel’s life impact those around him?  What was his priority in living amidst a 
people who did not know Yahweh? 

 
 

What would you like to see change in your relationship to God? 
 

 On a 3 x 5 card, write out one thing that God has given to you.  Take 5 minutes each 
morning this week to acknowledge His hand in your life and to worship Him as the 
only real God amidst a culture that pursues self-control over all else. 

 
 

 If you are really gutsy, share the card with someone you care about. 
 
 

 How should we think about not getting overly immersed in our culture in a way that 
pulls us into sin?  In Daniel’s life we see him “resolve” (vs. 8) not to defile himself in a 
situation where that pull was strong.  Pick an area in your life where you feel drawn 
to conforming to our culture in a way that isn’t consistent with how God wants us to 
live.  Write out a resolution, a commitment that you are willing to make, where you 
will not defile yourself. 
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Chapter 2 – Dream of the Image of Four Kingdoms 
 
Planning for the future is an activity we take on at many levels.   Our plans might range from 
todays “to do” list, to a longer term “bucket list” of things we would like to experience in our 
lives.  Financial and tax professionals encourage us to have budgets and financial plans.  
Teachers and schools have plans to prepare students with skills they will need in the future.  
Expecting parents can get some advice on navigating coming deliveries.  Those who are 
employees probably have plans they need to make for their jobs. 
 
In all these efforts there is one common sticking point – we aren’t sure what is going to 
happen!  Imagine how our planning might be different if we knew what was coming (OK, 
let’s agree not to apply this to the “having babies” topic!).  Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel are 
given some insight into what the future holds in this chapter and it is interesting to see what 
they do with that “glimpse” as the story of Daniel develops. 
 

What does this passage teach? 
 
1. The wise men of Babylon fail the test (2:1-13) 
 

Note: In this chapter there is an important language change.  From 1:1 to 2:3 the text is 
in Hebrew.  From 2:4 to the end of chapter 7 the text is Aramaic (the local language).  
And then when Daniel describes the visions God gives him regarding the future of his 
people, Daniel goes back to Hebrew. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar is no fool!  While he had legions of staff around him (see vs. 2), he also 
was having a hard time trusting what they were telling him.  If he told them the dream, 
they could easily make up an interpretation.  By holding back on the dream, he was 
putting them to the test – did they really have divine insight?  The ultimatum was on the 
table: tell me the dream or you aren’t real and I don’t need your help. 
 
Interpreting dreams was very important.  The Babylonians believed that dreams 
foreshadowed what was to come, and for a king that had implications for the whole 
country.  Once the king knew what was coming, he could try to avert bad outcomes by 
taking some action in the present.  Hence you can see why Nebuchadnezzar was 
troubled at not knowing what the dream meant. 
 
The “helpers” try to save their own skin.  They extol the king by hailing him as one who 
“lives forever.”  There is an irony in this statement given what the dream has in store for 
Nebuchadnezzar.  They also advise him that such a request is impossible to fulfill.  A key 
theological theme is introduced in verse 11: “…no one can show it to the king except the 
gods whose dwelling is not with flesh.”  This sets the stage for Yahweh to show that He is 
the real God and how He does have a relationship with “flesh”. 
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2. Daniel cuts a deal and God reveals the mystery (2:14-23) 
 

Daniel shows some amazing wisdom and faith amidst a tough situation.  Because of the 
failure of his “department,” he and the rest of them have been sentenced to death.   
Daniel’s response of asking for some time shows great 
faith.  How easy it would have been to give up before 
even starting.  How could anyone expect to be able to 
know the dream? 
 
Notice Daniel’s first step – share with his brothers and 
get them all praying.  Their only hope rested in God’s 
mercy and they had the faith to pursue God on that basis 
alone. 
 
Daniel is given the answer – his life is saved!  But notice 
what Daniel does before running off to tell the king and 
save his life.  He takes time to praise and thank God first.  
A theme in Daniel is how God is in control.  Notice how 
Daniel acknowledges God’s control in his praise.  God 
controls by His power – His ability to manage seasons 
and earthly kingdoms and by wisdom – He sees things 
that no one else can see.  Truth (the light) dwells with 
Him.  
 
Daniel 2:20-23 is an awesome prayer of praise.  Daniel is 
a captive in a foreign land facing the threat of death from an angry king – a situation 
Daniel cannot control in any way.  Yet God is close.  Blessed be God regardless of our 
circumstances. 

 
3. Daniel reveals the dream and the interpretation (2:24-47) 
 

Daniel begins his conversation with a very important message.  The king is listening 
closely to see what Daniel is going to say about the dream, but Daniel focuses first on the 
most important truth – it’s not me, there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries.  Your 
“helpers” were right; they don’t have access to a god who knows all things.  But Yahweh, 
the God of Israel, will prove himself different.  Daniel makes sure the focus is on what his 
God is like, not on Daniel’s insight. 
 
The dream is about five kingdoms.  There is some debate about which kingdom each 
substance represents, but the most common understanding is: 

 
 Gold – Babylon (606 BC to 539 BC) 
 Silver – Medes and Persians (539 BC to 331 BC) 
 Bronze – Greece (331 BC to 146 BC) 
 Iron and clay – Rome (146 BC to 476 AD) 
 Rock – Messiah’s Kingdom (Jesus to Infinity) 

MEMORIZE 

Daniel 2:20-22 

“Praise be to the name of 

God for ever and ever; 

wisdom and power are His.  

He changes times and 

seasons; He deposes kings 

and raises up others.  He 

gives wisdom to the wise and 

knowledge to the discerning.  

He reveals deep and hidden 

things; He knows what lies in 

darkness, and light dwells 

with Him.” 



16 
 

 
The key to the passage is the fifth kingdom.  Unlike the other kingdoms this one is not 
made by humans and is not going away. 
 
For each of the kingdoms of men we see that while they were very powerful their role 
was given to them by God.  Daniel is standing there telling Nebuchadnezzar that his 
accomplishments in life are the result of God giving him what he was experiencing.   
Even though he didn’t realize it, God was in control. 
 
We also see that they are temporary.  In time, they blow away like chaff. 
 
In Babylonian culture, mountains represented power and kingdoms.  The rock that 
destroyed all other kingdoms was from God and, uniquely, it would never fade away.  His 
kingdom alone is eternal. 

 
4. Daniel (and Yahweh!) pass the test (2:48-49) 
 

Daniel gets a promotion and Nebuchadnezzar starts to learn about the real God.  There 
will be more to come for Nebuchadnezzar; his “learning days” aren’t done yet.   

 

 
Having seen what Daniel is teaching, why is this important? 
 

How might have Daniel responded to the news that his life was in jeopardy? 
 
 
What does Daniel’s example teach us about prayer and praise? 
 
 
In what ways was Daniel a witness?  How did he meet the king where the king was at 
and then take him to a place of seeing Yahweh? 
 
 
How is God seen as being in control in this story?  When Daniel first heard about the 
threat to his life, how could he have felt about God’s “control”? 
 
 
When you see TV reports on ISIS, does it feel like God is in control?  How could God allow 
people to be beheaded?  What tools has God given you that help you see through the 
present evil that surrounds?  “Hope” is a word that can have a range of meanings from 
something on a Christmas wish list to a certain conviction.  In what do we ground our 
hope? 
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What would you like to see change in your relationship to God? 
 

 Anxiety is a challenge that many of us face.  There are so many big issues that could 
cause us pain and suffering that we just can’t control.  What do you see Daniel doing 
that is an example to you of how you could think through these tough issues 
differently? 

 
 

 Consider Daniel’s friendships in this passage.  Who does he go to when he first hears 
the news?  How does he ask them to partner with him?  When he is lauded by the 
king who does he make sure he cares for?  Do you have friends like this? 

 
 

 Daniel reminds us that God really is real, and that He really is in control.  Take a few 
moments to write down all the things you would like to control.  “Enough money to 
pay the bills.”  “Protection from sickness.”  “People who love me.”  “Keeping my job.”  
When you write them down, what advice do you think Daniel would give you about 
those topics given his experience? 

 
 

 Pray the prayer of praise that Daniel prayed in 2:20-23, but when you get to the end, 
put in your own words for what God has given you.  Here is an example: 
 

“Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, to whom belong wisdom and 
might.  He changes times and season; he removes kings and sets up kings; he 
gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding; 
he reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what is in the darkness and the 
light dwells with Him.  To you, O God of my fathers, I give thanks and praise, 
for you have given me…parents who taught me to love Jesus with all my heart, 
soul and mind.”  
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Chapter 3 – Stand Up! 
 

“I take you to be my wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better, 
for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish 

as long as we both shall live.” 
 
This is always one of the most touching segments of any wedding.  What is interesting is the 
difference between what a young couple just being married is feeling with these words and 
what many couples in the audience are reflecting on from their own experience.  A “no 
matter what” promise holds much in store!  The deeper we know what’s in store, the more 
significant those pledges are.  Changing gears a bit, think about the pledge Jesus makes in 
Gethsemane, “…nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will” even though Jesus knew what 
was coming.  The young men in this chapter take a “no matter what” stand in a culture, and 
before a ruler, that is nothing short of staggering. 
 

What does this passage teach? 
 
Note:  In this chapter the king asks his people to worship an idol that he constructs.  In 
Babylonian culture, they were “polytheistic” worshippers of gods – it was common to 
worship a variety of gods.  The constructed idol wasn’t the god itself, but a representation of 
that particular god through which the people could connect.  In general, these gods needed 
to be appeased to get something good to happen, and if you didn’t engage with them they 
were more likely to inflict bad events in your life as a reprisal.  People knew there was a 
power above human power, they just had to figure out how to manage it. 
 
Two of the gods of the ancient Near East were Marduk (the leading god in Babylon) and Baal 
(Canaan) and they were the gods over weather and fertility.  To societies heavily dependent 
on agriculture and large families, these gods were incredibly important.  
 
With Daniel’s focus on who is in control, the conflict between Yahweh and these “gods” was 
a key battleground.  After all, Babylon, empowered by their gods, had defeated Judah.  So 
when Nebuchadnezzar asks every person to bow and worship before this constructed idol, 
national security is on the table.  For the polytheist it’s not a problem to pick up another god 
and throw that one into the mix.  However, the men from Judah would be hearing the words 
of Moses ringing in their ears, “And if you forget the Lord your God and go after other gods 
and serve them and worship them, I solemnly warn you today that you shall surely perish.” 
(Dt. 8:19) 
 
So as you go through this very familiar story, realize that both “sides” see their very 
livelihoods at risk. 
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1. Nebuchadnezzar’s Image of Gold.  If I build it, they better come! (3:1-7) 
 

There is one other “contextual” consideration.  The idea that this is important to the 
kingdom came from Nebuchadnezzar himself.  He thought of it, he made it happen, he 
put in on the stage and he sat above it all so the entire nation could see his power and 
awesomeness.  From his thinking, the pomp and pageantry would draw everyone into a 
place of acknowledging in a celebratory manner what he had accomplished.  But just in 
case, there were a few coals in the oven… 
 
While it is not clear enough to be precise, the location of this idol, the plain of Dura, is 
most likely the same place as the tower of Babel in Genesis 11.  It is also huge, 90 feet 
high and 9 feet wide (1.5 feet per cubit).  It may be that it was solid gold or at least gold 
plated.  Either way, imagine walking into a flat valley area and seeing this huge image 
surrounded by thousands of people with the king overseeing the celebration. 
 
One technique authors use to emphasize a certain point is repetition.  Two parts of the 
story get emphasized through repetition.  One is the crowd.  Notice how many times the 
attendance roster is repeated in this section.  The message is that every aspect of 
leadership, power, authority and “god” be present to bow down. 
 
The second theme is the builder of all this.  Can you possibly miss who “set it up” (vs. 1, 
2, 3, 5, 7)!  Who could possibly disobey Nebuchadnezzar? 

 
2. The Accusation against the three Jews (3:8-12) 
 

The Chaldeans (or astrologers) ratted out Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  There are 
some hints behind their motives.  In verse 8 we see they “maliciously” accused the Jews 
and then in verse 12 they add some commentary about these Jews as the ones “whom 
you have appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon”.  The accusation goes 
straight to Nebuchadnezzar’s ego in that these Jews were paying no attention to you, 
they refuse to serve your gods or worship this 90x9 image you had built. 
 
These foreigners who had risen to power and had gotten important jobs over some of 
the locals were hot targets. 

 
3. The Confrontation and Rage (3:13-18) 
 

The king can’t believe this is possible and gives these men one last chance to submit to 
his edict.  The core question of this entire episode is laid on the table by the pretentious 
king, “Who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” 
 
What an example of great faith that follows!  These men have a great theological 
foundation that is guiding their decisions.  First, Yahweh is the “god” that can deliver us.  
But even if this is true, that is not the most important question!  The key question is not 
about how do I cajole God into getting what I want, but rather prioritizing obedience to 
His lordship and taking whatever happens as the best possible outcome given his 
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steadfast loving commitment to his people.  Since this is 
true, they have no need to answer the king’s question. 
 
As we think about the idea of giving our life to the Lord, 
we have the benefit of knowing about our destiny with 
God.  We have evidence of its certainty because we know 
Jesus rose from the dead and we are in Him.  But these 
three men did not have this information.  Their destiny 
beyond death wasn’t as clear, and yet they put it all on 
the table trusting God. 

 
4. Not even a scent of fire (3:19-27) 
 

Imagine the emotional surges in Nebuchadnezzar.  We 
see his fury in vs. 19 and then his astonishment in vs. 24.  
What an amazing change of outcomes God drives into 
this scene.  The satraps, prefects, governors and 
counselors who were assembled to see 
Nebuchadnezzar’s power put on display (vs. 2, 3) are 
now assembled to see what Yahweh’s power put on 
display (vs 27).  Before Yahweh not even fire had any power (vs. 27). 
 
One topic of debate deals with the identity of the fourth person in the furnace.  Some 
would argue this was Jesus before his incarnation and others would argue this was an 
angel.  The most important conclusion is that to the thousands of Babylonians it was the 
God of Israel that intervened and had power over the best that the Babylonians could 
throw at him. 

 
5. Nebuchadnezzar’s confession (3:28-30) 
 

We probably can’t conclude that Nebuchadnezzar was a full convert at this point, 
especially given what is coming in chapter 4.  But he certainly realizes that the God of 
these three men can’t be crossed given the clear power that their God has.  Notice that 
Nebuchadnezzar emphasizes that these men “trusted in him” and “yielded up their 
bodies.”  What a great testimony of what real faith looks like and how it is seen through 
the eyes of an unbeliever. 
 
Once again we see in this chapter a key theme of the book – Yahweh, the God of Israel, is 
in control. 

 

Having seen what Daniel is teaching, why is this important? 
 

We are not likely to be brought into downtown Plymouth some Friday night and asked 
to bow to a gold image that has replaced the fountain.  But what are the things in our 
culture that beckon us to bow down? 
 

MEMORIZE 

Daniel 3:17-18 

If we are thrown into the 

blazing furnace, the God we 

serve is able to deliver us 

from it, and He will deliver us 

from Your Majesty’s hand.  

But even if He does not, we 

want you to know, Your 

Majesty, that we will not 

serve your gods or worship 

the image of gold you have 

set up. 
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Let’s be a bit more personal than our culture.  What are the struggles you experience in 
your life where you feel the pressure to do something that is not right but to do 
otherwise would cause you to stick out in your sphere of influence? 
 
 
This isn’t the focus of this chapter, but we can’t help but think about how we might be 
preparing our children and grandchildren to face the coming “furnace”.  What do you 
think needs to be a part of their upbringing so that they would have been a “stander” in 
this story? 
 
 
The challenge of pride is part of this story.  Nebuchadnezzar had gotten insight into the 
God of these men from his encounters before (Chapter 2).  But here he is swept away by 
his pride.  How can our pride drive us to bad choices?  

 
 

What would you like to see change in your relationship to God? 
 

 Write out on a piece of paper the issues you see in our culture where what is 
demanded is not in agreement with what God tells us is true.  For those topics, who is 
trying to be in control? 

 
 

 In what ways do you have to make a decision about standing or bowing?  What are 
the risks of standing and everyone seeing what you are doing? 

 
 

 Is your faith at a place where you can take those risks?  Often, that is probably not 
true for many of us.  Spend some time in confession before the Lord.  He still loves us, 
but he does want to hear us confess our struggles and weaknesses. 

 
 

 On another 3x5 card write down one goal where you want to resolve not to go with 
the flow, but will take a stand for Jesus.  Spend some time asking the Lord to give you 
strength, that his power would be real in your day-to-day life. 
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Chapter 4 – The Conversion of Nebuchadnezzar 
 
One of my growing up experiences as a young teenage lad was to go on two-week canoe 
trips for several summers in Algonquin Park in northern Ontario.  Everything you needed 
had to be carried in a backpack, including the “food,” which primarily consisted of dried up 
stuff in airtight plastic bags.  There was plenty of water, but it had to be boiled before it 
could be consumed.  Guess what was the number one desire of every canoeist at the end of 
the trip?  A glass of ice water! 
 
Sometimes in our lives our journeys need to go through difficult times for us to see what is 
really important.  Nebuchadnezzar’s life was full of all manner of power and possessions, 
but his journey wasn’t complete and there were important needs. 
 

What does this passage teach? 
 
1. Backdrop – With Great Joy I Want to Share My Story (4:1-3) 
 

Chapter 4 has an interesting twist.  It is a story mostly told in the first person by King 
Nebuchadnezzar.  As we have been tracking through the book of Daniel we have closely 
followed the journey of this leader.  At each point in his journey he seeks to carry out a 
significant plan that will impact most of the known 
world, and at each point he is befuddled and stunned 
that things don’t go his way.  But his resilience persists!  
God, the real leader, steps in and confronts 
Nebuchadnezzar in a dramatic manner. 
 
What a change!  Only one chapter ago (see vs. 3:5) 
Nebuchadnezzar ordered the people to bow to an 
image the he had “set up.”  Now he simply wants to tell 
a story but this time the story is not about his grandeur 
but about what the real controller of the universe did 
for him.  You can imagine the need for this “news 
release” in that, as we shall see, he had been missing for 
some time and everyone was wondering what had 
happened. 
 
The theme of Daniel continues, this time spoken by the 
leader of civilization – God is in control and His control 
will never cease. 

 
2. I Dreamt of a Tree (4:4-18) 
 

This feels like round two of the dream battle.  Again Nebuchadnezzar has a dream, again 
he is both confused and concerned about what it means and its implications, again he 
calls his dream interpreters to the table and again they can’t deliver.  But notice the 

MEMORIZE 

Daniel 4:2-3 

It is my pleasure to tell you 

about the miraculous signs 

and wonders that the Most 

High God has performed for 

me.  How great are His signs, 

how mighty His wonders!  His 

kingdom is an eternal 

kingdom; His dominion 

endures from generation to 

generation.. 
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subtle difference when Daniel enters.  Daniel is the one “in whom is the spirit of the holy 
gods” and Nebuchadnezzar knows from experience that Daniel brings a perspective that 
no one else can share.  Daniel has built a good relationship with the king. 
 
We have the story of the great tree as being the protector and provider for everyone.  It 
was massive and glorious and everyone impacted by its presence was taken care of.  But 
suddenly a watcher from heaven intervenes and takes out the tree leaving only the 
stump.  The stump becomes the focus of what remains and that stump will be taken 
through a rough journey, a journey that takes it from being the source of such glory to 
being equivalent to the beasts of the field. 
 
The watcher not only tells the image, but the objective of what takes place.  Through the 
events that transpire all people will know that the Most High rules and He determines 
who will be running things on earth. 

 
3. I Was Warned! (4:19-27) 
 

Daniel, knowing how bad things will get for his friend, was worried.  This was a hard 
truth to share. 
 
Daniel explains the dream and that Nebuchadnezzar will go through a period where 
everything he had come to depend on – his power, his wealth, his intellect, his title, 
everything – would be taken away and he would not be able to provide for even himself.  
Like a beast, he would be dependent on whatever reality existed around him. 
 
But the outcome is not a mandate, it is a warning.  Daniel helps him see that the cause is 
the king’s refusal to stop sinning.  In particular, he needs to look at his daily life and 
conform it to the moral law of God (righteousness) and he needs to stop oppressing the 
poor to gain personal wealth.  Mercy, not dominion, is what is expected of a king. 

 
4. I Didn’t Listen and Suffered the Consequences (4:28-33) 
 

Nebuchadnezzar probably had a great view from the roof of his royal palace.  At that 
time Babylon had two of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, the Hanging Gardens 
and the city walls.  You can imagine he is strolling around with a glass of lemonade and 
can’t help but give himself (see “I”, “me” and “me” in verse 30) a pat on the back.  If 
anyone could point to some real evidence to justify some pride in self, it was 
Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
“Until you know who rules…” continues to be the message.  And now the king needed to 
experience how dependent he was on the Most High, a perspective that had eluded him 
as he was fooled by his possessions that he was the source of such accomplishments. 
 
Notice how precise the timelines were around the dream – 7 years predicted and hit.  
That is an important foreshadowing for more time predictions that will come in the 
book. 
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5. I Was Rescued and Restored (4:34-37) 
 

Nebuchadnezzar ends where he started – His kingdom endures. 
 
What a great testimony the king shares.  Yahweh’s works are right, His ways are just and 
He is the King.  My responses to that are submission, humility and praise for such an 
awesome and merciful God.  He is in control and for that reality I am thankful. 

 

Having seen what Daniel is teaching, why is this important to you? 
 

There is a thoughtful note in the Life Application Study Bible that is below: 
 
“The Bible allows us to note the ways in which God worked on Nebuchadnezzar.  God 
allowed him victories, but he was accomplishing God’s purposes.  God allowed him to 
deport the best young Jewish leaders as his palace servants, while placing close to him a 
young man named Daniel, who would change the king’s life.  God allowed Nebuchadnezzar 
to attempt to kill three of his servants to teach the king that he did not have power over life 
and death.  God warned him of the dangers in his pride, and then allowed him to live 
through seven years of insanity before restoring him to the throne.  God showed the king 
who was really in control. 
 
These lessons are clear to us today because of our place in history.  When our attention 
shifts to our own lives, we often find ourselves unable to see how God is working.  But we do 
have the advantage of God’s Word as our guide for today’s challenges.  We are commanded 
to obey God; we are also commanded to trust Him.  Trusting Him covers those times when 
we are not sure about the outcome.  God has entrusted us with this day; have we trusted 
Him with our lives?” 
 
Think about all that Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar had been through and how many years 
that must have spanned.  Have you invested time in relationships that look like this?  
Isn’t it a challenge for us to see how the king responded when Daniel walked in during a 
time in the king’s life when he needed help? 
 
 
Humility is an easy thing to say, but quite another thing to practice.  What are some ways 
we can challenge ourselves to be humble?  What are some things we can stop doing that 
reflect pride? 

 
 

What would you like to see change in your relationship to God? 
 

 Take out a piece of paper and write out your testimony.  What would you say to 
someone who asked you about your faith?  What deeper issues did you struggle with 
before you knew the Lord and how are those different today? 
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 Faith isn’t a one-time event when we become a Christian.  Faith is a way of living, 
living in a manner that starts and ends with realizing that He is in control and we can 
trust Him.  Do you find it hard to trust God with the things in your life that are 
important?  Other than go on a grass diet, what are some steps you can take to keep 
learning to depend on Him? 

 
 

 Many of us want to avoid hard times.  That makes sense.  But often it is in the hard 
times of life where we come to know Him more and really depend on Him.  Have you 
had that experience?  When you think about your asks of God, which is more 
important; that your life is comfortable and secure or that no matter what the cost 
you want to grow in your dependence on Him for everything in life? 
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Chapter 5 – The Writing on the Wall 
 
Wikipedia has an interesting summary of the term “denial”.  Part of that article deals with 
denial of denial.  It reads, “This can be a difficult concept for many people to identify within 
themselves but is a major barrier to changing hurtful behaviors.  Denial of denial involves 
thoughts, actions and behaviors which bolster confidence that nothing needs to be changed 
in one’s personal behavior.  This form of denial typically overlaps with all of the other forms 
of denial, but involves much more self-delusion.  Denial at this level can have significant 
consequences both personally and at a social level.” 
 
Perhaps one intervention could be some writing on a wall . . .? 
 

What does this passage teach? 
 
Historical Background (taken from Against the Flow, by John Lennox - See Appendix) 
 
Nebuchadnezzar died in 562 BC and was succeeded by Amel-Marduk, 562-560, the Evil-
Merodach of Jeremiah 52:31 and 2 Kings 25:27.  He was in turn succeeded by Mergal Shar-
usar in 560-556.  After him came his son Labasi-Marduk who was overthrown after six 
months by a group of conspirators including Nabonidus, who was to be the last actual 
Chaldean king. 
 
Nabonidus made his son Belshazzar co-regent, entrusting the kingship to him during a ten-
year absence in Arabia; so that Belshazzar was technically the second ruler of the kingdom.  
This is why Belshazzar was only able to offer the position of being the third ruler in the 
kingdom to anyone who could read the writing on the wall. 
 
It would appear from extra-biblical evidence that Babylon fell to the Persian troops without 
a battle in Nabonidus’s absence.  Herodotus records in his Histories how the Persian troops 
gained access to the city by temporarily diverting the flow of the River Euphrates. 
 
1. The profaning of the Holy Vessels (5:1-4) 
 

Belshazzar’s party of a thousand people takes a double-whammy turn for the worse.  
Recall back in chapter 1 that Nebuchadnezzar had taken the holy vessels out of the 
temple in Jerusalem as a “proof” that the gods of Babylon were greater than the God of 
Judah.  Belshazzar retrieves those vessels and dramatically compounds the spite of 
Yahweh with his conduct.  He not only defiles their use, but he does it as part of an 
offering to idols. 

 
2. A Note on the Wall from the Despised Yahweh (5:5-28) 
 

Yahweh immediately intervenes.  In a miraculous “the writing is on the wall” event, the 
king is so overwhelmed with fear he loses his skin color.  It’s interesting who needs to be 
brought in to address this emergency – the queen (probably an elderly queen whose title 
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was retained) and then Daniel are called in.  Neither were present for the thousand 
person feast, but when the trauma arose the “previous generation” needed to come to 
the rescue of this belligerent and defiant group of leaders.  Things in Babylon had 
seriously deteriorated. 

 
Before jumping to the interpretation, Daniel needs to 
help Belshazzar understand the bigger picture of what 
is happening.  He takes the time to recount the process 
Nebuchadnezzar went through to learn that Yahweh is 
in control and in His hand is your breath and all your 
ways.  It’s great that Daniel speaks of God’s control as a 
“hand” given what the crowd had witnessed up against 
the wall!  Nebuchadnezzar had learned humility before 
Yahweh.  Belshazzar knew that history but chose to reject and ridicule all that had 
occurred. 
 
The three words were written as nouns and had to do with weights and measures.  
Daniel’s interpretation turns them into verbs – something that would happen and, more 
specifically, passive verbs.  Passive verbs focus on something happening to the subject of 
the sentence.  Yahweh had assessed Belshazzar’s life and judgment needed to be 
executed.  Literally, that night. 

 
3. The end of Ancient Babylon  (5:29-30) 
 

And so ended the era of Babylon.  The Medes pick up the ball at the end of Chapter 5 and 
Daniel’s journey continues. 

 

Having seen what Daniel is teaching, why is this important? 
 

With Nebuchadnezzar we saw God working in his life over a long period of time to bring 
him to a place where he would submit to Yahweh as his personal God.  Belshazzar 
doesn’t seem to get as many “chances” as Nebuchadnezzar.  Why do you think that might 
be true? 
 
 
God has documented in His word how he is in control and how he ensures that people 
who want to oppose him end up with futile efforts.  What is going on inside us that 
pushes us to resist submission when we have all that factual history? 
 
 
While Belshazzar was indulging the leadership of Babylon, the army of the Medes were 
poised just outside their walls.  What do you think is going on in his head?  What 
patterns is our lives can we see where the choices we make aren’t rational in light of 
what is real? 

 

MEMORIZE 

Daniel 5:23 

Honor the God who holds in 

His hand your life and all your 

ways. 
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What would you like to see change in your relationship to God? 
 

 Fully giving ourselves to Jesus as the Lord of our lives is a lifelong process.  We 
struggle with wanting to be in control.  On a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being where 
Belshazzar was and a 10 being where Daniel was, how would you score your life 
today?  What pushed your score lower than what you want to be true? 

 
 
 
 

 While giving our lives to the Lord is lifelong, it needs to start with a decision that 
acknowledges that we need to be rescued from the consequences of our sin and 
rebellion, that realizes that Jesus died on the cross for our sins and that we need to be 
mercifully forgiven by God trusting in Jesus as our Lord and Savior.  All of us need to 
come to a place where we come before God and ask him to forgive and save us.  Have 
you made that decision?  God really is in control and he has given us plenty of 
evidence.  If this is a struggle for you, take the time to talk with someone who can 
help.  Nothing in life is more important. 
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Chapter 6 – The Lion’s Den 
 
A lion’s den seems very remote from our culture.  But is it?  Behind this famous story is a 
complex, evil story involving jealousy, anger, trickery and political scheming.  Tolerance in 
society has been a long-tested dimension of freedom.  Voltaire is quoted as having said, “I 
disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it.”  The belief 
that freedom is paramount was a belief that gave birth to our country, but increasingly the 
“freedom” to be a believer in Jesus as Lord is under growing pressure.  We may all find that 
we will face our own need to do as Daniel and “trust in God” (vs. 23) to keep from being 
devoured. 
 

What does this passage teach? 
 
Note:  Two items of background are helpful for this chapter.  The first is that there is 
uncertainty about the identity of Darius the Mede and the nature of his relationship to 
Cyrus.  Cyrus was the ruler of Persia when Babylon fell to the Persians in 539 BC and in 
currently available historical documents there is no reference to Darius.  It may be that he 
was a local ruler or another theory is that Cyrus also went by the name Darius.  Verse 6:28 
acknowledges that Cyrus reigned, it just isn’t clear how Darius fits into that picture. 
 
The second item relates to the lions.  A popular sport among Mesopotamian emperors was 
lion hunting.  The lion was a symbol of power, particularly the power of nature, and the 
ruler’s ability to defeat a lion was a symbol of his power.  The lions’ den was used not only to 
keep lions, but also as a tool of the state to punish law-breakers.  Thus, a lions’ den 
represented the ultimate “enforcement tool” of the state regarding its laws. 
 
This chapter completes the historical record of the life of Daniel and the favor that God 
showed to this man during the period of exile of Israel. 
 
1. A New Regime but the Same Brood of Haters (6:1-9) 
 

While there was a new empire in place, we see consistency in Daniel.  He quickly builds a 
reputation as an exceptional servant to the king, in particular a servant who can be 
trusted.  Darius saw that with Daniel there was no “cooking of the books” and with 
Daniel running things there would be no loss.  So good was Daniel that Darius wanted to 
put him in charge of the whole operation. 
 
Daniel’s peers, however, are driven by different motives.  We can see their collective 
jealousy and disposition to manipulate events to their own personal advantage.  No 
wonder the king needed someone he could trust!  But try as they might, they could not 
find a breach in Daniel’s conduct and choices.  Hence the need for a plot. 
 
How do you get a ruler to be on your side?  Play to the ego.  Look at the thinking that 
went into their plot.  These peers of Daniel begin by exalting the king’s power and their 
hope that his reign is never threatened.  In fact, he is so worthy of everyone’s submission 
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that a law should be established, one of those “you-can’t-change-it” laws that requires 
you, O King, be recognized as the ultimate authority.  “No request, whether it is to any 
other lowly man, or even if the request is going to go to a god, can be made to anyone but 
you.  After all, who could be wiser?  Who should have more power or authority?  
Wouldn’t it be dangerous to the nation if others could try to direct how things will go?  
Really king, this is good for everyone and for our nation as a whole.   We, your whole 
leadership team, are aligned with this need and are asking your permission to get it on 
the books.” 

 
2. Daniel stays faithful (6:10-11) 
 

Take a moment to read 1 Kings 8:46-51.  Solomon 
anticipated days when Israel would be taken captive 
and he prays that when they are in such situations 
they should turn toward “home” and pray, seeking 
forgiveness and restoration.  Daniel clearly knew 
about the new edict, but he also knew what God had 
asked him to do. 
 
Notice Daniel’s faithfulness in prayer.  Three times a 
day in a pretty formal way – nothing would keep him 
from that time with the Lord.  Imagine what would 
have been number one on your prayer list that day!  
Something like, “Father in heaven, please get this law 
overturned!”  But what we see in Daniel is 
remarkable, as he comes before the one in control 
and gives thanks. 

 
3. Both Daniel and Darius get caught (6:12-18) 
 

Daniel’s prayer habits were well known by his peers.  Their plan was working and they 
snapped the trap.  They can now prove that Daniel was not all that the king thought and 
that they could finally eliminate this foreigner. 
 
Even though Daniel is the one headed for the den, the focus of this section is on the 
anguish of the king.  He had been trapped and now one in whom he had come to trust 
was in danger thanks to his mistake.  After a full day of trying to figure out how he could 
deliver Daniel he realizes there is only one option: somehow Daniel’s god needs to 
intervene.  There needs to be a power greater than his own to solve the problem – he 
isn’t in control. 

 
4. Yahweh Delivers – Salvation is Found in Him Alone (6:19-28) 
 

Notice how much Darius has learned about Daniel’s god.  First, he is worthy of continual 
service.  Second, he is a living, active God.  Third, he might be able to deliver over those 
lions and demonstrate that he is in control.  That was Darius’ only hope. 

MEMORIZE 

Daniel 6:10 

Now when Daniel learned 

that the decree had been 

published, he went home to 

his upstairs room where the 

windows opened toward 

Jerusalem.  Three times a day 

he got down on his knees and 

prayed, giving thanks to his 

God, just as he had done 

before. 
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Once again, just as He had done with Daniel’s three friends in the furnace, God delivers.  
Daniel not only demonstrates how God saves, but he also lets the king know that he has 
not done anything wrong – thus indicting those peers who sought to cast doubt and 
suspicion around Daniel’s support of the king. 
 
In response to the miracle, we see the theme of Daniel’s life and writing once again 
summarized: Yahweh, the God of Daniel, is in control over everything and for all time.  
He delivers, He rescues, He works wonders and His kingdom shall never be destroyed.  
Spoken by the king of the country who had the Jewish people in captivity. 

 

Having seen what Daniel is teaching, why is this important? 
 

Increasingly we live in a culture that opposes Christianity.  Many of our beliefs are out of 
the main flow of what our culture thinks is appropriate tolerance.  What do you think 
Daniel would do if he was walking in your shoes?  How is that different from what you 
do? 
 
 
Is it true that God will always rescue us from hard times?  Think about answering this 
question with a “short-term” answer and a “long-term” answer. 
 
 
Events can emerge in our lives that are stressful.  At the core, we don’t know what is 
going to happen to us and our fears around bad outcomes become consuming.  How easy 
it is to forget that God is in control.  When you think about the first six chapters of Daniel, 
what statement could you make about how you can trust God with your future?  Do you 
find peace in that truth? 
 
 
There is a quote from Iain Duguid that is inspiring.  “God is not committed to our 
comfort.  He is not committed to making our path through life smooth.  He is committed 
to sanctifying us and demonstrating his own glory in and through us; and, very often, 
that commitment means he will subject our earthen vessels to pressures that would 
certainly shatter us, were his grace not sufficient for us.  The Lord will take you into the 
eye of the storm, to show that he is the storm’s master and that he can make your fragile 
vessel float safely through to the other side.  His wonderful plan for your life is to 
sanctify you through trials and tribulations (1 Peter 1:6-7)”. 
 
 
Share a story from your life where God took you through a storm.  Though you may not 
want that to happen again, are you thankful for how God changed you? 
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What would you like to see change in your relationship to God? 
 

 Is prayer a habit in your life?  One discipline that we can adopt is to create prayer 
cards.  A small stack of 3x5 cards can be pulled together and on each card itemize 
something in your life where you want God’s goodness to be put on display.  For 30 
days try using those prayer cards in your quiet time. 

 
 Consider these events in Daniel’s life: 

 
 He was falsely accused by his enemies. 
 He was brought before the local ruler. 
 The ruler wasn’t able to find a way to set him free. 
 He was handed over for a violent death. 
 He was placed in a sealed pit that could not be opened by other humans. 
 He was rescued. 
 His life was an example that God is in control. 
 

 Sound like anyone else in the Bible??  Spend some time giving thanks to Jesus for all 
that he did for us.  Jesus even went one further; though he could have summoned 
angels to protect him, he chose to suffer and die so that we could be rescued from 
death we deserve.  Amazing love.  Amazing grace. 
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Chapter 7 –A Vision of Coming Kingdoms 
 
In the first six chapters, we saw many examples of the conflict in the daily lives of Daniel and 
his friends in a culture that did not believe in Yahweh.  A theme we have seen is that despite 
tough circumstances, God was in control and they could trust him.  The focus of Daniel’s 
visions shifts from these stories and events in Babylon to the evil and perverse forces that 
stand behind them.  The visions are not so much how to not get eaten by lions, but about 
eternal salvation from the power of death itself. 
 

What does this passage teach? 
 
Note:  As a reminder, this part of Daniel uses the apocalyptic genre that was discussed in the 
introduction.  You may want to flip back and read that section again.  An important part of 
our work on this chapter will be trying to understand what Daniel would have understood 
when he saw this vision and heard its interpretation. 
 
1. Horror by the Sea – What is Happening in History is Frightful (7:1-8) 
 

The first year of Belshazzar would put this vision between chapters 4 and 5 of Daniel.  A 
time when Judah was still captive, Babylon was crumbling and a new powerhouse 
enemy was about to take over.  Dark days for folks who wanted to get home. 
 
Take a moment to go back to the notes from Chapter 2.  The animals depicted in Daniel’s 
vision here run in parallel to the statue that Nebuchadnezzar dreamt about.  In both 
there are four metals/beasts that represent earthly kingdoms.  Also, in both, those 
kingdoms followed each other sequentially in history.  Last, the fourth kingdom met its 
“end” by the coming of the kingdom of God.  In chapter 2 it was the stone cut from the 
mountain not by human hands, but by the hand of God that smashed and destroyed all 
the other metals.  In this chapter, we go from beasts that arise out of the sea to a man 
who comes from the clouds. 
 
In this chapter the potential fulfillment of the beasts in the vision could represent the 
kingdoms from chapter 2 (“why” will be discussed later in this section): 
 
 Gold – lion – Babylon 
 Silver – bear – Medes and Persians 
 Bronze – leopard – Greece 
 Iron and clay – beast with iron teeth, claws of bronze, terrifying – Rome 
 
Again, while these are possible interpretations, Daniel’s intention was not to simply let 
them know about coming politics.  He wants them to know that in the coming days they 
and their descendants will face difficult and fearful powers on this earth.  The captivity 
they are experiencing now is not a quickie here-today-gone-tomorrow phenomenon.  
Instead, this will continue and as we see some details of each beast, things get worse, not 
better. 
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The fourth beast is the focus of this apocalypse.  It was both exceedingly terrifying (more 
so than a bear with bones hanging out of its mouth!) and different.  It couldn’t be likened 
to a known species.  It was uniquely brutal.  It also had horns that were having their own 
battles with one horn dominating, a horn that had eyes and spoke powerfully. 
 
The image of a horn was often the symbol of power.  The focus of this fourth beast vision 
is around the power that it exercises that seems unstoppable. 
 
You can only imagine how much coffee Daniel needed the morning after these visions! 

 
2. Heavenly Power – There is Justice (7:9-14) 
 

Quite suddenly the scene changes.  Daniel now sees 
not a beast but an image that is referred to as the 
Ancient of Days who, in Daniel’s vocabulary, refers to 
God himself.  Quite unlike the beasts, he arrives on 
the scene with an image of purity, power and with a 
realm of heavenly beings.  His role is to come as a 
judge into the terror and evil that is before him.  And 
he executes that power quickly, destroying the 
beasts with fire, beginning with the horned beast. 
 
That scene is followed by the arrival of another 
heavenly figure, this one being a man.  To this man 
the Judge gave dominion and power over all of 
creation and, unlike the preceding kingdoms, this 
kingdom would never end nor be destroyed.  
Ultimate victory is secure.  To this king all glory is 
due and full submission will be inherent in the 
relationship to this new ruler. 
 
Bob Fyall draws attention at this point to the 
importance of this section of the book.  He writes, 
“Thus this chapter is an important stage in the development of the story line of the Bible, 
pointing as it does to the renewal and restoration of the whole creation by someone who 
both comes from heaven and is intimately related to humanity.” (pg. 104).  Jesus quotes 
from this passage in His sermon on the Mount of Olives in Matthew 24:30 when he tells 
the disciples that an end will come to the turmoil and tribulation the world will face. 

 
3. Divine Victory – God is in Control of All (7:15-28) 
 

Many headings in your Bibles will label this section of Daniel as “The Interpretation.”  
But we will see, there may be more debate on what is being interpreted than can be 
counted!  Our goal will be to try and see what Daniel concluded when he was given the 
truth concerning the vision that was deeply vexing his soul (7:15). 

MEMORIZE 

Daniel 7:13-14 

In my vision at night I looked, 

and there before me was one 

like a son of man, coming 

with the clouds of heaven.  

He approached the Ancient of 

Days and was led into his 

presence.  He was given 

authority, glory and 

sovereign power; all nations 

and peoples of every 

language worshiped him.  His 

dominion is an everlasting 

dominion that will not pass 

away, and his kingdom is one 

that will never be destroyed. 
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To get us started, several tables are presented below.  The intent of each table is to 
summarize some interpretation options that have been developed by Bible scholars 
regarding elements of the vision. 
 
What kingdoms are represented by the beasts?  We know that these beasts are kings 
over earthly kingdoms (7:17) 

 
Daniel’s Words Option One Option Two Option Three 

 
Lion 
 
Bear 
 
Leopard 
 
Terrifying Beast 

 
Babylon 
 
Medes-Persians 
 
Greece 
 
Rome 

 
Babylon 
 
Medes 
 
Persians 
 
Greece 

 
Babylon 
 
Medes-Persians 
 
Greece 
 
Ongoing Human 
Government that 
culminates in the Anti-
Christ 

 
How long will the reign of the terrifying fourth beast last? (7:25) 

 
Daniel’s Words Option One Option Two 

 
Time, times and half a 
time 
 

 
A literal view – 3 ½ years. 
 
Could have been fulfilled 
by Antiochus Epiphanes 
during 168-165 BC. 
 
May also look to end times 
for a 3 ½ year reign of the 
Anti-Christ 

 
A symbolic view.  There is 
a definite plan and time 
period that God knows, 
but we don’t have a 
formula to determine its 
length.  But God’s plan is 
certain. 

 
Who are the “holy people of the Most High? (7:22, 27) 

 
Daniel’s Words Option One Option Two Option Three 

 
Holy people of the 
Most High (ESV) 
 

 
Jewish people – a 
remnant of the Old 
Testament nation 
of Israel 

 
The Church – all 
those who have 
given their lives to 
Jesus as Savior 

 
Angels 
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The answer to “which option package should I pick?” is a journey in theological study!  This 
passage, along with key passages in the gospels (particularly when Jesus spoke to his 
disciples on the Mount of Olives, several perspectives by Paul such as those in 2 
Thessalonians and then more fully by John in Revelation), are brought together to develop a 
full perspective.  Bob Fyall provides a good perspective on the “options” topic:  “This chapter 
helpfully illustrates the relationship between faith and knowledge.  There are some schools 
of thought which turn such a chapter into a detailed blueprint of future events, confidently 
identifying the ten kings and the little horn and the exact spheres of their activities.  On the 
other hand, some dissolve this into a vague dream of an idealistic future.  The point, it seems 
to me, is that there are a number of certainties:  the throne of God, the rise and fall of human 
power, the intervention of the Son of Man, the inevitability of persecution and suffering, and 
the final triumph of the Kingdom of God.” (pg. 112) 
 
With that priority in mind, how should these options be pieced together? (And in making 
sure to give credit where credit is due, many of the following thoughts are from Dale Ralph 
Davis’ book). 
 
Regarding which kingdoms are represented by which beasts, the starting point is to 
understand how Daniel speaks about the Medes and Persians.  In chapter 6 Daniel refers to 
the “laws of the Medes and Persians (6:8, 12, 15).  Daniel tells Belshazzar that the kingdom 
of Babylon will be given to the Medes and Persians (5:28).  When we get to chapter 8 we will 
see a vision of a ram with two horns identified as the kings of the Medes and Persians 
(8:20).  It seems sound to conclude that Daniel thinks of the Medes and Persians as a 
“packaged” kingdom. 
 
Given that, the next kingdom that followed Greece to fill out the four beasts would be Rome.  
But before jumping to that conclusion, there are some indicators in Daniel’s vision that we 
need to consider more.  Three times Daniel refers to the fourth beast as “different from all 
the beasts that were before it” (7:7; 7:19; 7:23).  This is an important feature of the vision 
and Daniel keeps referring to the uniqueness and fearfulness of this fourth beast.  With that 
in mind, it would be hard to conclude that the fourth beast is simply the historical Roman 
Empire. 
 
We also see this fourth beast reigning in a savage way until the coming of the Ancient of 
Days and the saints possess the earthly kingdom.  This “beast” is best seen as the ongoing 
evil human empires that rule over earth until it is restored under Christ’s kingship.  That 
would take us to a preferred view of “Option Three” on the question of which kingdoms are 
represented by the beasts (7:17). 
 
It’s worth spending some time talking about the “son of man” title that Daniel uses in 7:13.  
We see that he came from the clouds of heaven, he was given dominion and glory over the 
whole world and that his dominion, unlike all the other kingdoms discussed in Daniel, 
would be eternal.  What a great description of Jesus’ ultimate reign over creation!  Jesus, the 
Son of Man, is presented before God the Father (the Ancient of Days) to reign over an 
eternal restored kingdom that overcomes all the evil of every empire the world has ever 
known.  What a source of hope we have! 
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The question around “how long?” is somewhat tougher to pin down.  We will revisit this 
topic in more detail when we get to Daniel 9:27, but for now the goal is to understand what 
Daniel would have thought about when this interpretation was given.  In this passage we see 
a unique aspect of this fourth beast, and that is his direct attack on the Most High and amidst 
that attack the saints are worn out to the point that they are given into his hand for a 
defined period of time.  What Daniel is really focused on is captured in the first word of 7:26 
– “But…” his terrible reign will be taken away and punishment will be executed.  What is 
emphasized by Daniel is not so much a specific timeline, but rather a defined and certain 
ultimate outcome.  This would lend preference to “Option Two” for 7:25. 
 
On the last question we have to again focus on what Daniel would have understood when 
this interpretation was given to him.  What he sees is that this Son of Man is going to have 
“people” (7:27) that will take over the earth as this new King reigns.  Daniel would have 
heard that to mean “everyone in God’s camp that had been the target of the oppression of 
this fourth beast”.  In our terminology, we would describe that group as the church 
referenced as Option Two in the table above. 
   
The focus in this work has been to understand what Daniel would have heard in this 
revelation.  The most important take-away is that though in the experience of life we will 
face hard days, God is in control!  When the Bible gives us more information about the 
future in the New Testament, these “options” get more perspectives and details, but it is 
interesting to see that the focus that God has for us is not necessarily to try and piece 
together an exact prediction of history, but rather to “be ready!” (Matthew 24:44). 
 

Having seen what Daniel is teaching, why is this important? 
 

In Daniel’s life he and his friends experienced hard times and faced scary threats.  But in 
each case God intervened and protected them from threats like a furnace and a den of 
lions.  Here Daniel sees that people will be faced with even more threatening realities 
and would suffer and experience defeat (7:21).  What implications does this have for our 
lives?  What are some examples you see in our world of evidence for the “fourth beast”?  
What do you think Daniel is telling us is behind all this evil? 
 
 
When we see developing stories of what is happening with governments and terrorists 
around the world, how do you feel?  Daniel felt real terror when he saw the things that 
were coming.  How does this chapter encourage us to respond (think about the response 
we see in Daniel in 7:28)?  Do you feel like God is in control?   
 
 
If we are to face difficult times, what should we be doing now in our daily walk to 
prepare?  Does this truth change any of your priorities in life? 
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What would you like to see change in your relationship to God? 
 

 If you are interested in deeper study of end-times prophecy, talk with your pastor 
about some resources that will help you dive in.   

 
 
 
 

 In Daniel’s vision we are given the view that in the end, God will prevail and we will 
celebrate triumph in His kingdom.  That certainty is often called “our hope.”  It is not 
a wish, but confident faith that God will deliver as promised.  Take some time to tell 
God about your fears and pray the prayer Daniel modeled for us as He faced tough 
times. 
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Chapter 8 – An Appalling Vision 
 
Endurance is considered to be the most important capability needed to complete a 
marathon.  Runners, no matter what their age or skill level, endure injuries, illness, 
cramping and fatigue while doing a run.  The wisdom of experienced marathoners is that 
discipline and focus are keys to success.  You have to be willing to stay on the path even 
when you don’t know for sure where it is leading you. 
 
Jesus spoke to a much greater need for endurance.  In His discourse on the Mount of Olives 
near the end of His ministry on earth, he told his disciples about the difficult days that were 
ahead.  But then he encouraged them with the hope that is real, “the one who endures to the 
end will be saved” (Mt. 24:13).  Daniel is given a vision for the marathon that lies ahead.  
Let’s see how he “trains” for the prospects of the future. 
 

What does this passage teach? 
 
Note:  Daniel saw himself in Susa in a vision.  Susa was 220 miles east of Babylon, 150 miles 
north of the Persian Gulf.  Today, that is southwest Iran.  In this vision we will get some 
more specifics of part of the vision from chapter 7.  The focus here is on the Medo-Persian 
Empire and the time of Alexander the Great of Greece and his successors.  Fortunately the 
interpretation gives us some specifics to work with!  The table below is a summary of the 
vision and the interpretation.  Once we work through that, we’ll come back to why this is so 
important to Daniel.  As a preview of coming attractions – and just to spike your curiosity – 
Daniel switches back to Hebrew in his writing.  Wonder who he is speaking to?? 
 
1. Let’s Get Specific about what’s Coming 
 

The Vision (8:1-14) The Interpretation (8:15-26) 
 
A Ram with 2 Horns heading West and 
North (8:3) 
 

 
Medo-Persian Empire led by the kings of 
those empires (8:20) 

 
A Goat from the West with 1 Horn (8:5) 
 

 
Greece and its 1st King (8:21).  We know 
this to be Alexander the Great. (History) 
 

 
The Goat smashes the Ram (8:7) 
 

 
Greece defeats Medo-Persia. (History) 

 
1 Horn becomes 4 Horns (8:8) 
 

 
4 Kingdoms emerge of lesser power. 
(8:22) 
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The 1 Horn Becomes Very Powerful (8:9-
10): 
     -It grew South and West toward Israel 
     -It threw down stars of heaven 
     -The sanctuary was overthrown 
     -Sacrifices stopped 
 

This rising power is at the latter end of 
this kingdom and his power is great, but 
it doesn’t come from himself, a deeper 
evil enemy is behind the scene.  He will 
be deceitful and shall destroy many 
people including saints. (8:23-25) 

 
The Sanctuary will be restored in 2300 
evenings and mornings. (8:14) 
 

 
This vision is true, but it refers to many 
days from now (8:26) 

 
2. What actually did happen in Israel? 
 

It is helpful to see how history played out and to see how severe the era of Antiochus 
Epiphanes was on Israel around the time of 167BC.  The following quote is taken from 
John Lennox’s book, page 267-68. 
 
“Antiochus banned Jewish religious practices on a scale that even Darius’s scheming civil 
servants could never have imagined.  He forbade Sabbath observance and the holding of 
the annual cycle of Jewish festivals.  And, as Daniel had predicted – he stopped the daily 
sacrifice.  This was a daily ceremony in which a whole animal was burnt as a symbol of 
Israel’s single-minded devotion to God: You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, mind, soul, and strength.  Antiochus could not tolerate that, so he banned it.  He 
then had pagan sacrifices made on the altar, which was an utter abomination to the Jews. 
 
Like Nebuchadnezzar and many others before and after him, Antiochus could not 
tolerate people who would not bow down to him.  He was determined to break their 
spirit.  So, not content with banning the sacrifice, he proceeded to ban the reading of the 
Law of Moses, and ordered that all copies of it should be collected and burned.  He went 
further, and banned even the observance of the law, on penalty of death.  In particular, 
he outlawed the Jewish practice of circumcision, even going to the extent of murdering 
Jewish babies who had been circumcised, hanging them round the neck of their mothers, 
and hurling them down from the walls of Jerusalem. 
 
This frenzied anti-God madness reached its height on the twenty-fifth day of the month 
of Chislev in the year 167 BC.  In a final act of supreme and studied blasphemy, 
Antiochus had the Jerusalem temple rededicated to the Greek Olympian god, Zeus.  
Nothing like it had ever happened to the Jews before.” 

 
3. How can the events of 167 BC possibly relate to the time of the end? 
 

One pattern that we see in the Bible is where events in the present can be a “smaller 
scale” version of something that is going to come later.  Think of Isaac almost being 
sacrificed as a foreshadowing of Jesus’ sacrifice.  The Kingdom of Israel with David as 
king compared to the Kingdom of Heaven and Christ’s ultimate reign.  Prophecy can be a 
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look into the future where some coming events will represent fulfillment, but not 
complete fulfillment.  Final, complete fulfillment will happen in a Second Coming event at 
the end.  While worship in the sanctuary was restored, complete trampling under foot of 
evil and Satan is an event that is still to come. 

 
4. Why was Daniel so upset? 
 

While Daniel didn’t understand all the aspects of the 
vision, even after Gabriel was sent to explain it, he 
suffered sickness and sadness at what he saw.  Daniel 
was in exile; he had spent most of his life as a captive 
away from his home country.  He was removed from all 
the history and significance of what had been built in 
Jerusalem.  But when he saw what his people would 
have to go through in the days ahead, it hit hard.  Daniel 
knew that what was ahead would be horrific suffering 
for the people he loved. 

 

Having seen what Daniel is teaching, why is this important? 
 

What Daniel saw coming was so hard to take in that it made him sick.  When you think 
about your future and the future of your family, what makes you nervous? 
 
 
Daniel has been teaching us that God is in control.  What do we learn about what we 
might experience in our day-to-day lives even though He is in control? 
 
 
Jesus quoted from this chapter in one of his last messages to his disciples.  Take time to 
read Matthew 24.  Jesus told them horrible things were in store for his people and that 
lawlessness would only increase.  What does he call them to do given such a scary future 
(Mt 24:13)? 
 
 
Take time (OK, you’ve heard that before!) to read John 16:1 and 16:32-33.  In whom can 
we take heart? 

 

What would you like to see change in your relationship to God? 
 

 Our lives are journeys and they will have times of joy that can’t be expressed with 
anything but tears and they will have days of grief where the tears run out and the 
pain persists.  Amidst all that God is doing in managing the future of nations, He is 
also in control in our lives as individual people and He loves us more than we can 
imagine. 

 

MEMORIZE 

Daniel 8:27 

I, Daniel, was worn out.  I lay 

exhausted for several days.  

Then I got up and went about 

the king’s business.  I was 

appalled by the vision; it was 

beyond understanding. 
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 Endurance, holding fast to the certainty of hope, is an important reason why God 

gives us some insight into the future.  He is not concerned about our ability to predict 
dates and times.  He wants us to know that He is faithful to His word and that a time 
of celebration is coming. 

 
 

 Take time to pull out a sheet of paper and draw a line down the middle from top to 
bottom.  On the left side write down the things that you think about that could 
happen in your life that make you anxious.  For some of us, we might need two 
pages!!  On the right side write down what God would say to you given what we have 
learned from Daniel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Spend 15 minutes in prayer thanking God for being with you on whatever journey he 
has planned for you. 
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Chapter 9:1-19 – Teach Me To Pray 
 
The classic examples of “excuse making” are the reports people have provided around traffic 
accidents.  A confession – this is a very old, overly used attempt at humor – but it just has to 
be included! 
 

“The guy was all over the road.  I had to swerve a number of times before I hit him.” 
 
“The telephone pole was approaching.  I was attempting to swerve out of its way when it 
struck my front end.” 
 
“I bumped into a lamppost that was obscured by human beings.” 

 
It seems like every cell in our body wants to avoid being responsible for a bad event.  That is 
what is so rare and so wonderful about Daniel’s prayer to the Lord concerning the rebellious 
sin of Israel; he fully confesses.  And in so doing, we get a glimpse into the richness of God’s 
mercy, a mercy we all need to embrace in life. 
 

What does this passage teach? 
 
1. Uh-oh!  I Need to Pray! (9:1-3) 
 

The context of this passage is important.  It is the first year of Darius, a leader of the 
Medes, which means Babylon has fallen.  Once again, everything cultural around Daniel 
has changed and there is uncertainty as to what life will be like. 
 
In Daniel’s study of his scriptures he came across Jeremiah 25:11-12 and 29:10-11.  
Jeremiah prophesized that their desolation would be seventy years and that time is 
nearly over.  Daniel’s response is a great model for us.  Amidst all the change in culture, 
and given God’s promises, he goes straight to prayer. 

 
2. Daniel’s Prayer – God, please forgive us and be faithful (9:4-19) 
 

In verse 4 Daniel is very mindful and respectful of whom he is approaching.  At the onset 
Daniel acknowledges that not only is God in control, but that He is great, He is fearful, 
and He is faithful.  The term “faithful love” is a major theme word of the Old Testament 
and it speaks to God’s unfailing, never-ending, covenantal love for His people.  That love 
survives even during our toughest days and our biggest mistakes. 
 
Daniel begins with confession (9:5-14) and he is not superficial in his admission of how 
sinful his people were.  Some areas of focus in this confession: 
 
o We, all of us, have sinned (vs. 5-6, 8, 11, 15) 
o We were defiant (5) 
o We defected from our relationship (5) 
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o We were deaf and ignored your words spoken through the prophets (5, 10, 11, 14) 
 
On the other hand, Yahweh is righteous, compassionate and forgiving (7-9).  At the end 
of the day only God’s mercy can save them.  They have 
been 100% at fault and God has been fully faithful.  
 
It is good that God has been angry.  Israel broke every 
law and they were told that persistent law breaking 
would bring judgment (Lev. 26:14-19 and Deut. 28:15-
68).  Not only that, but you can see the pain Daniel is 
feeling in 9:13-14.  Even though they have been captives 
for almost 70 years, they still have not repented from 
their ways.  Daniel stands before God, asking that mercy 
be shown to a people that were still belligerent. 
 
Daniel’s “big ask” is in verse 16; “turn away your anger 
and your wrath.”  No excuses, no “we can do better, give 
us a chance,” no attempt to rationalize how hard it is to keep God’s commands.  Instead, 
a pure ask for mercy. 
 
Daniel’s main concern is not comfort, it is Yahweh’s reputation.  Yahweh is the only true 
God and His reputation should not continue to be seen by the world as a “lesser god” 
than those nations that ruled over them. 

 

Having seen what Daniel is teaching, why is this important? 
 

Given the culture in which we live, what should be driving us to prayer?  Is that kind of 
prayer part of your life? 
 
 
 
Daniel’s focus was on how the world would see God given their circumstances.  In what 
way is our life experience similar?  What attributes of God are you thankful for and want 
other to see as they examine your life? 
 
 
 
Daniel’s prayer request is driven by his response to a promise that God made as he 
studied scripture.  What promises has God made to us that should be part of our prayer 
life? 

 
 
 
 
 

MEMORIZE 

Daniel 9:19 

Lord, listen! 

Lord, forgive! 

Lord, hear and act! 

For your sake, my God, do not 

delay, because your city and 

your people bear your Name. 
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What would you like to see change in your relationship to God? 
 

 Often our process of developing a prayer list is to write out the things we would like 
to see happen in our lives.  This is a good discipline!  Jesus asked us to pray for our 
daily bread.  But Daniel shows us another part of prayer, an acknowledgement of 
what God wants and an “ask” that God’s will be fulfilled. 

 
 

 Start a “page 2” prayer list but this time write out things God has told us He wants to 
see.  A great starting point could be John 17, Jesus’ prayer for his disciples and for us 
shortly before he died.  It might look something like this: 

 
o Father, may you be glorified (17:1) 

 
o May your people be one just as You are one (17:11) 

 
o . . . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Another source of ideas would be from the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:5-14. 
 
 

 Once you are done with your list, spend some time in prayer for these just like Daniel 
did in his time. 
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Chapter 9:20-27 – God’s Response – There is a Bigger Picture 
 
From time to time we come to a passage that is tough to interpret and believers have 
different opinions on which is the best interpretation.  Trinity has made a commitment to 
three great principles when we come to the question, “what should we do if we don’t 
agree?”  These principles are: 
 

 In Essentials, Unity 
 In Non-essentials, Liberty 
 In All Things, Charity 

 
The interpretation of this passage is one of those “Non-essentials”! 
 

What does this passage teach? 
 
1. God Loves a Repentant Sinner (9:20-23) 
 

Daniel took time to acknowledge and confess all that he and his people had done to 
justly deserve punishment.  And God responded.  In the middle of what must have been 
so gut-wrenching, to transparently confess how sinful we are, come these words, “for 
you are deeply loved.”  Could God’s mercy be put more on display?  Lord, I am so sinful 
and rebellious I deserve eternal punishment and you deeply love me anyways.  Nothing, 
nothing compares. 

 
2. The Long Haul of the People of God (9:24-27) 

 
David Ralph Davis titles a lecture he gave on this 
passage as, “Seventy Weeks and Twenty Problems.”  
There are many options as to how to interpret this 
passage, with most of those options associated with 
“when” these things would happen.  Before getting 
to those options, there are some key themes that 
carry a powerful message regardless of how the 
timing works. 
 
There are six purpose clauses in vs. 24 that tell the 
reader what will be accomplished by the end of the 
seventy weeks.  Three purpose clauses deal with 
ending and providing atonement for sin. 

 
o To finish transgression 
o To put an end to sin 
o To atone for wickedness 

 
 

MEMORIZE 

Daniel 9:24 

Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed 

for your people and your holy 

city to finish transgression, to 

put an end to sin, to atone for 

wickedness, to bring in 

everlasting righteousness, to 

seal up vision and prophecy 

and to anoint the Most Holy 

Place. 
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Three more describe what will be established in place of our sinful world. 
 

o To bring in everlasting righteousness 
o To seal up vision and prophecy 
o To anoint the most Holy 

 
Given that these six outcomes will occur by the end of the seventy weeks, Yahweh 
reveals that the road ahead will be harshly severe.  Daniel is thinking that the time of 
captivity are the bad days and that those days will soon end.  Yahweh confirms that the 
captivity will end, but goes on to reveal that the days ahead will be even harder before 
evil is finally destroyed and a full relationship with God is achieved. 
 
Essentially Yahweh is telling Daniel (and us) that our ultimate hope in getting all things 
restored to the way God created us is absolute; He has a date certain in mind and He is in 
control.  But the journey will see an increase in pain and suffering and it will appear that 
this evil is triumphing over Yahweh in every dimension of life on earth.  That will persist 
until God steps in and accomplishes all the “purpose clauses” he established in vs. 24. 
 
At the start of this section it was mentioned that there are many variations as to how to 
interpret the timing around the 70 weeks.  Those views can generally be grouped based 
on two questions. 

 
1. Do the weeks represent literal time periods (i.e., one week = 7 years) or do they 

represent eras with the week count representing a relative comparison.  
Something like: 

 
o 7 weeks = relatively restricted time 
o 62 weeks = relatively extended time 
o 1 week = short, climactic time 

 
With literal views a variety of options exist for the starting date of the 70 weeks 
and the dates for key events that happen in history that are correlated with what 
happens in each “group” of weeks. 

 
2. Do the purpose clauses describe something that will be effectively accomplished or 

will be fully accomplished?  For example, Christ’s death and resurrection 
accomplished everything necessary to defeat sin.  Does this fulfill the purpose clause 
since we now have access to this accomplished truth?  Or, is the clause describing 
when Christ returns and fully eliminates sin and evil?  If the intent of the clause is to 
describe something fully accomplished and completed then the time frames look 
different.  If the “effective” approach is best, then Jesus’ resurrection is the end of the 
70 weeks.  If the latter, then we are looking at His second coming. 
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The table below is an attempt to show how these dimensions come together around this 
passage. 
 

 The 70 Weeks Should be 
Understood Literally 

The 70 Weeks are Symbolic 

 
Everything is Completed 
 

 
To make this work you 
need a gap between weeks 
69 and 70.  All the events 
up to the end of week 69 
have occurred, but sin and 
evil still exist.  This gap 
period is the era of the 
Church and we are 
waiting for week 70 to 
start.  Once it does, it will 
last 7 years. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Under the symbolic 
approach the weeks speak 
to eras and the outcomes 
are fulfilled when Christ 
returns.  We are in the 
“62” week era, a relatively 
long time where there is 
suffering and pain and 
hard days, but it is not yet 
the worst.  Those days are 
coming but ultimately 
creation will be restored. 

 
Everything Needed for the 
Outcome to Occur has 
Been Completed 
 

 
The 70 weeks began when 
a decree was issued for 
captivity to end and the 
prophecy was completed 
at Jesus’ resurrection.  The 
really bad days of the 
prophecy were 
experienced under a 
Greek leader named 
Antiochus Epiphanes 
around 167 BC or 
culminated in the 
destruction of the temple 
in 70 AD under Rome. 
 

 
 

Having seen what Daniel is teaching, why is this important to you? 
 

With all the options in mind, what are we to do with them?  Do we need to come to a 
“position” on which option is right?  Here is one perspective – when God wants us to be 
very clear on a topic, He is very clear in what and how he communicates.  Think for a 
moment about the creation account of Genesis.  There are many views on the timelines 
around creation from six days to six eras.  But what did Moses really want his people to 
know?  That God created all things and that His creation was good.  That starting point is 
key to understanding all the terrible implications of sin and understanding how 
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important God’s promise of restoration was to 
Abraham in chapter 12 of Genesis.  This passage is 
similar.  A great take away conclusion to this passage 
is provided by Dale Ralph Davis: 
 
“So what is the message of Daniel 9:24-27 to Daniel 
and to us?  Something like this:  You are called to a 
long obedience; your people will be sustained even 
in distressing times; and the great hater of God’s 
people sits in the Lord’s cross-hairs with the date of 
his demise clearly marked on God’s calendar.  You 
may have wished for more than that, but that’s mostly what Daniel 9:24-27 is about.  
And that’s not bad.” (pg. 138). 
 
 
Often our lives are described as journeys.  Given what Daniel saw, what should we 
expect in our journey? 
 
 
We often think that life is going good when everything seems to be working and we 
aren’t facing too much stress, uncertainty or bad things happening.  Is that what Daniel 
would tell you should be our expectation? 
 
 
With this truth in mind, how does that change your priorities for day-to-day life? 

 
 

What would you like to see change in your relationship to God? 
 

 God wants us to know that He is in control, despite whatever may happen in our 
world and in our lives.  Though that is true, we will experience pain and suffering.  
Think for a moment about the next generation, our kids or grandkids or those we see 
every Sunday morning.  How do you think they should be prepared for the journey 
that lies ahead?  What do you think life will be like for them during these “hard 
weeks”? 

 
 

 Write down one truth you would like them to know and then write down 2 things 
you can do to help make sure they hear that from you (and Daniel). 

 
 

 Do you want more detail on views of the 70 weeks?  There is a chart in the Appendix 
that was taken from the English Standard Version Study Bible that summarizes the 
debatable issues and the four primary views.  Have fun! 

  

MEMORIZE 

Daniel 9:23 
 
At the beginning of your 
pleas for mercy a word 
went out, for you are greatly 
loved. 
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Chapter 10-11:1 – Get Ready for the Last Vision 
 
The study below is focused on the vision that Daniel is given.  But before jumping into that 
material there is another perspective that is encouraging to see.  After all the ways God had 
shown himself to Daniel in powerful events, as he contemplated the fate of his people he 
was brought to a place of mourning.  As the vision is revealed there are two times when he is 
so overwhelmed by what is happening he describes himself as being completely without 
strength (see 10:8-10 and 10:16-17).  Both times an angel reaches out to strengthen him, 
ask him to stand and reminds him that despite tough days he is greatly loved (10:11 and 
10:19).  And then if we skip all the way to the end of the book, when the revelations are 
completed Daniel is told, “And you shall rest and shall stand in your allotted place at the end 
of the days.” (12:13). 
 
There is an old hymn that starts with this encouragement: 
 
 Stand up, stand up for Jesus ye soldiers of the cross. 
 Lift high his royal banner, it must not suffer loss. 
 From vict’ry unto to vict’ry His army shall He lead, 
 Till every foe is vanquished and Christ is Lord indeed. 
 
What a God we serve!  “Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.  Let all 
that you do be done in love.” (1 Cor. 16:13-14)  I think Paul had been reading Daniel when 
he wrote this one! 
 

What does this passage teach? 
 
Note:  This last vision is covered in chapters 10-12.  Daniel states that he gets this vision in 
the third year of Cyrus, which would be 536 BC.  Two years earlier a group of Jewish exiles 
had returned to Jerusalem under Cyrus’s decree but they faced opposition and struggles and 
their work to restore the city had come to a stop. 
 
1. A Heavenly Vision (10:1-9) 
 

Daniel is aware of what is happening in Jerusalem and it deeply troubles him.  He 
engages in some spiritual disciplines as part of his mourning before the Lord.  The vision 
he sees is overwhelming and he collapses before the one who has the appearance of 
lightning.  Those who were with him did not see the vision but knew something 
significant was happening and they ran off while the ground around them was 
trembling. 

 
2. A Supernatural Being Talks with Daniel – Be strong! (10:10-11:1) 
 

So who is this being that Daniel sees?  One option is that this is Jesus appearing before 
his coming to earth through Mary.  The description here has some similarities to John’s 
view of the risen Jesus in Revelations 1:13-16.  This option has a problem.  In verse 13 
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this “being” was battling with the king of Persia for 21 
days and needed some help from the angel Michael.  
This doesn’t fit the idea that this person is Jesus.  It’s 
possible that this first vision is Jesus and the being that 
comes and touches Daniel is an angel.  This is a bit of a 
stretch because the passage doesn’t seem to indicate 
that they were two different beings.  Most likely, the 
vision and the conversation were with an angel. 
 
More importantly, notice the words he shares with 
Daniel.  The Lord heard Daniel’s prayers and because 
of those prayers the angel was sent to give a vision to 
Daniel.  What a great picture of how personal our 
relationship with God can be. 
 
As Daniel sees the extent of the spiritual conflict that is normally invisible to us, he is 
overwhelmed and needs to be strengthened.  With encouraging words of love and 
support, the angel touches Daniel so he can be prepared for the vision to come.  An 
important phrase is used, “I will tell you what is inscribed in the book of truth”.  There 
are incredible spiritual battles between good and evil all around us, but above all the 
fray, there is a God who loves us dearly and who has a definitive plan.  His plan is the 
foundation for our hope. 

 

Having seen what Daniel is teaching, why is this important to you? 
 

In this chapter we get a glimpse into the real spiritual world that exists all around us.  If 
we were to take some time to think about the spiritual battle that is around us, what 
“key points” would you add to most stories we hear on the evening news? 
 
 
 
It’s so easy to take prayer for granted.  Daniel is concerned about what is happening to 
his people and he takes his concern to the Lord.  Daniel humbled himself before the Lord 
in prayer and his words were heard and God responded to him. Often we find ourselves 
figuring that we can solve the problems we face and don’t bother with prayer.  Try 
answering this question as brutally honestly as you can:  “Why is it hard for me to pray?” 
 
 
 
Humility might be one of the toughest attributes we need to develop as we seek to 
mature as believers.  In our core we are born wanting to be in control.  Many of us have 
had to respond to our children asking us, “Who made you boss?”  If you had to give 
someone advice on how to learn humility, what would you say? 

 
 

MEMORIZE 

Daniel 10:12 

Do not be afraid, Daniel.  

Since the first day that you 

set your mind to gain 

understanding and to humble 

yourself before your God, 

your words were heard, and I 

have come in response to 

them. 
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What would you like to see change in your relationship to God? 
 

 Paul reminds us in Ephesians 6:10-18 that we are in a spiritual battle and we are to 
get armored.  Knowing that there is a spiritual battle all around us and we are 
involved in that battle, how do we put on armor?  In the Ephesians passage the 
instruction given is similar to what Daniel experienced.  “Stand firm”, “Pray”, and “Be 
alert” are part of putting on armor. 

 
 
 
 

 There is currently significant tension in our world.  We see far away conflict between 
nations like in eastern Ukraine and in the Middle East.  Closer to home, we see 
tensions that have racial roots in many of our urban communities.  Evangelical 
Christianity has become not just a minority view, but also a belief system that 
increasingly holds views that are considered inappropriate and intolerant by the 
majority of Americans.  Given what we see in this study, what is going on that is not 
covered by CNN?  Take some time today to pray for firmness in your faith as we 
journey through tough days today and tougher days to come. 
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Chapter 11:2-12:13 – The Middle East from Daniel to the End 
 

What does this passage teach? 
 
Note:  Chapter 11 of the vision covers the Persian period to the time of Antiochus Epiphanes 
(more on him later).  After Babylon, the Medes took over and then they were overcome by 
Persia to form the Medo-Persian Empire (vs 2).  This empire was then defeated by 
Alexander the Great from Greece (vs. 3-4).  Alexander died suddenly in his early 30’s and 
Greece got split up into four domains.  Two of those domains were important to Israel.  The 
Seleucid Empire was to the northeast of Israel and the Ptolemaic Empire was to the 
southwest (modern Egypt area).  Israel was in the middle of these two battling empires. 
 
There is an incredible amount of history that takes place around the prophecy of Chapter 
11.  If you are interested in a deeper dive John Lennox’s book, Against the Flow includes a 
very thorough summary of all the historical events that occurred as Daniel had foreseen 
(See Appendix D in that book).  Much of the summary below is excerpted from that book.  If 
you like “family trees” of all the rulers during this period see the ESV Study Bible. 
 
Before getting into the details, it is important to remember the context of this passage.  
Daniel is in deep mourning over what his people are experiencing and he is praying/hoping 
that, as Jeremiah had foretold, the end of suffering for his people was near.  The key 
question in his heart – “Lord, is the time of suffering for my people almost over?”  The Lord 
answers with the vision described in chapters 11 and 12. 
 
1. Daniel, “Period One” will look like this… (11:5-19) 
 

In this period the Southern kingdom surrounding Egypt (Ptolemaic Dynasty) is ruled by 
Ptolemy I-IV and the Northern kingdom is ruled by Seleucus I-Antiochus III, roughly 323 
BC to 200 BC.  There are 13 different kings in total that battle against each other trying 
to gain control over territory and wealth.  Amidst the battles, there are some attempts at 
making peace where daughters are given to become the spouses of the opposing king 
(Ptolemy II gave his daughter Berenice to Antiochus II and Antiochus III gave his 
daughter Cleopatra to Ptolemy V) so the battles became between families.  Both those 
attempts at peace through daughter-giving had disastrous outcomes on the dads 
(important lesson in there for you Dads). 
 
While the power struggle went back and forth, near the end of this period Antiochus III 
arose and built a strong empire in the North.  He advanced against the South and in a key 
battle picked up the territory around Jerusalem (around 200 BC).  The Jews were 
rebelling against their Southern rulers and joined forces with Antiochus III for which 
they were given some restoration of temple privileges. 
 
Antiochus III got in over his head.  In his last efforts to capture the territory of the South 
he ran into an army that was being supported by Rome (a deal his daughter Cleopatra 
helped cut against her father).  With that defeat the Roman Empire was able to expand 
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over much of the northern territory occupied by Antiochus III.  A huge tax was placed on 
Antiochus III and he stole treasures from the temple in Jerusalem to help pay his bills. 
 
The message to Daniel, this is not the end! 

 
2.  Daniel, “Period Two” will look like this…(11:20-28) 
 

A new, especially cruel king of the North, Antiochus IV, would try to negotiate peace with 
the South – Ptolemy V.  For years they battle back and forth with a tension that is 
characterized as especially deceitful.  Jerusalem and other wealthy Southern cities were 
the target of much of his aggression as he needed resources to fund his battles and taxes 
(175-164 BC).  In Jerusalem he killed 80,000 men, women and children in three days and 
plundered the temple.  The Jews launched a revolt, now called the Maccabean Revolt. 
 
The message to Daniel, this is not the end! 

 
3.   Daniel, “Period Three” will look like this… (11:29-35) 
 

In an “under the covers” manner, a new ruler hits the scene (vs. 21) who is described as 
contemptible.  This is Antiochus IV and he becomes the focus of the vision through vs. 
35.  In the early years, he is able to achieve what those before him could not; he actually 
beat the enemy and his territory expanded. (vs. 24).  To those around him, he became 
the object of their hostility and though they attempt to defeat him, Antiochus wins out 
(vs. 25-28). 
 
He goes against the South for a second time, but his time the outcome is different.  
Antiochus is defeated and in his retreat he goes through Israel.  In Israel, probably filled 
with anger from being beaten in Egypt, he desecrates the temple.  Though the Israelites 
try to resist, they suffer greatly at Antiochus’ hand. 
 
An important theme is used to describe the historical events and that theme focuses on 
the times/events being “appointed”.  Look at 11:29, 33, and 35.  The terrors of the day 
invoke great suffering, but as we have seen throughout Daniel, God is in control. 

 
4.  Daniel, “Period Four” will look like this … (11:36-45) 
 

When we get to 11:36-45 some important changes begin to develop.  On one hand there 
isn’t a clear statement that the person who is being spoken of is different from who had 
been addressed in 11:21-35.  While that person was despicable, the person in 11:36 is 
described as a king who: 
 

 Does as he wills (36) 
 Exalts himself above any god (37) 
 Reject the gods of his fathers (38) 
 Have mastery over Egypt and satellites (40, 42-43) 
 Meets his end in Israel (45) 
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None of these statements were true of the historical Antiochus IV.  Rome continued to 
exercise greater power around the territory during this time.  Another important 
consideration is around the reference to this section being near the end times (40). 
Given these changes, a common understanding of this passage is that the vision now 
transitions to talking about the Antichrist in the end times.  Antiochus certainly 
foreshadows what the Antichrist will do, especially given his actions against Israel.   
 
It is not uncommon in Scripture for there to be this 
“telescoping” of future events (we saw this back in 
Chapter 8).  The idea is that in the short term, 
something occurs that is similar to what is foretold 
but later a much fuller fulfillment occurs.  In Mark 13 
there is a looking forward to the time when Rome 
destroys Jerusalem in 70 AD but it also looks forward 
to the second coming of Christ.  When John the Baptist 
described Jesus he told what was true in one sense, 
but will be further fulfilled when Jesus comes back.  
What Antiochus did to Jerusalem and Israel was 
terrible, but ultimate fulfillment will be even more 
severe and that aspect is picked up in this section of 
Daniel. 
 
Speaking of ultimate, look at some of the events from 
12:1-13! 

 
 Unprecedented suffering (12:1) 
 Delivery not only of those facing the battle, but 

also those who have ever faced the battle 
(12:2) 

 All will arise, some to everlasting life, some to 
everlasting contempt (12:2) 

 Ultimate justice for the wise (12:3) 
 
Whereas the struggles between the kings of earth 
resulted in futility, the conquest of the God who is control is certain hope.  This is the 
message of Daniel!! 
 
It’s a wrap – but when? 
 
Daniel has just been shown more about the future of creation than any human being had 
ever experienced.  And what does he want?  More info!!  We can all empathize with that.  He 
gets an answer, but I’m not so sure he walked away with any more clarity regarding the 
answer to the question about when we have (1) 1290 days, (2) 1335 days, (3) 2300 
evenings and mornings (8:14) and, (4) time, times and half a time (7:25; 12:7).  And some 
folks think “new math” is weird!  A key takeaway for our lives is the instruction Daniel was 

MEMORIZE 

Daniel 12:1-3 

There will be a time of 

distress such as has not 

happened from the beginning 

of nations until then.  But at 

that time your people – 

everyone whose name is 

found written in the book – 

will be delivered.  Multitudes 

who sleep in the dust of the 

earth will awake: some to 

everlasting life, others to 

shame and everlasting 

contempt.  Those who are 

wise will shine like the 

brightness of the heavens, 

and those who lead many to 

righteousness, like the stars 

for ever and ever. 
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given in light of all the information and uncertainty that surrounded this vision – go your 
way to the end.  Daniel’s way had been phenomenal despite challenging circumstances.  
From being under a death threat if he couldn’t tell the king what he dreamt and what it 
meant, to being thrown in a lion’s den, to surviving exile from his home and three different 
world powers as overseers, Daniel’s journey had been one of remarkable faith.  And given 
what lies ahead, keep up that kind of walk because it will take you through any and every 
circumstance.  God is in control. 
 

Having seen what Daniel is teaching, why is this important to you? 
 

When you think about fulfilled prophecy, what does that do regarding your faith in God? 
 
 
 
When Jesus spoke in His “Sermon on the Mount” he instructed his disciples that they 
should not be anxious.  Why is that hard?  Given what Daniel was shown, there are good 
reasons why we might be anxious.  How do we go from panic to peace in our daily walk? 
 
 
 
When you hear the news on TV, how does this passage impact your thinking?  How does 
it impact what you pass on to those you love? 
 

 
 

What would you like to see change in your relationship to God? 
 

 Our entire existence as fallen human beings is impacted by our struggle for control.  
It started with Adam and Eve and the urge to “be like God, knowing good and evil” 
(Ge 3:5-6) and it will end with “he shall come to his end” (Daniel 11:46 and Rev 20:4).  
Our only hope is for our names to be written in the “book of life” (Dan 12:1 and Rev 
20:15), an act of mercy from God above involving our response of faith and 
submission to the God who really is in control. 

 
 
 

 Is that your hope?  Have you trusted God with your eternal life and have asked him to 
forgive you, to show you mercy and to submit to Him as the one in control?  It is the 
most important decision every person must make.  If you are unsure, please take the 
time to ask someone you know who can help you sort through the questions.  The 
team at Trinity would love to spend time with you and they will share their own 
story with you.  You aren’t alone! 
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 For those who know Jesus as Lord, in light of all the work you have put into this 
study, how do you want your life to be different?  We won’t have the same job 
description as Daniel, but each of us is loved in the same way and God wants us to be 
faithful to him in the same way. 

 
 

 Think through all your work and share with two other people one area in your life 
where you would like to be more like Daniel.  Ask them to check in on you once a 
month to see how it’s going.  

 
To Yahweh Be The Glory!  Amen! 
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Appendix – Resources for Further Study 
 
The Message of Daniel by Dale Ralph Davis.  This commentary is from the “The Bible Speaks 

Today” series edited by J. A. Motyer (OT).  This author is one of my favorites for “quiet 
time” reading.  He is a clear and candid teacher who presents the material in a way that 
is thoughtful, very challenging, and even with a healthy twist of humor. 

 
Daniel by Iain M. Duguid from the “Reformed Expository Commentary” series.  This series is 

edited by R. D. Phillips and P. G Ryken.  This is more of a commentary that sounds like a 
sermon.  This author wants you to be challenged in ways to look at your own life 
carefully given what is being taught in the passage. 

 
Daniel, as part of “Expositor’s Bible Commentary” written by Gleason Archer, Jr. and edited 

by F. E. Gaebelein.  This is what I would call “technical” commentary and is probably best 
used to understand some of the more complicated aspects of a study. This author is also 
dispensational in his treatment of Daniel’s prophecy of chapter 9 and that is not the 
dominant theological position of the Presbyterian Church. 

 
Daniel, one volume from The NIV Application Commentary series written by Tremper 

Longman III.  This is a very useful and practical commentary that talks through the text 
in a way that is very understandable yet full of good truth.  Each chapter has three 
sections: (1) Original Meaning, (2) Bridging Contexts and (3) Contemporary Significance.   
This author also wrote a 10 session study guide called Daniel, Faith Under Pressure.  This 
workbook can work well for group study. 

 
Interpreting the Prophetic Word:  An Introduction to the Prophetic Literature of the Old 

Testament by Willem A. VanGemeren.  This is a great book that gives a good overview of 
each of the prophetic books of the Old Testament.  In the Daniel section he focuses on the 
difference between the kingdom of men and the Kingdom of God as addressed by Daniel.  
This book does brings a unique perspective in capturing key themes and messages of 
Daniel. 

 
Daniel, A Tale of Two Cities by Bob Fyall.   This book has good information to understand the 

context, the explanations are clear and thoughtful, and each chapter has a series of 
questions for further study.  There is also a “selected bibliography” where he references 
12 books he found to be good commentaries. 

 
Against the Flow:  The Inspiration of Daniel in an Age of Relativism by John C. Lennox.  This is 

a large piece of work and does a very comprehensive job of helping us to understand 
what the world of Daniel was really like and how the key underlying realities of that 
world are similar to the challenges and struggles we face.  It has a number of Appendices 
that deal with tough issues and one section that has study questions that could be used 
for group study. 
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The Seventy Weeks of Daniel 9 (Taken from ESV Study Bible page 1608) 
 

 
View 

 
605 BC 
Exile 

 
586 BC 
Fall of 
Jerusalem 

 
458 BC 
Decree 
of 
Cyrus 

 
445 or 
458 BC 
Decree 
of 
Artax. 
 

 
164 BC 
Judas 
Maccabeus 
cleanses 
temple 

 
26-33 
AD 
 
Messiah 

 
70 AD 
Destruction 
of 
Jerusalem 

 
Rapture 

 
Second 
Coming 

 
Maccabean  
 

 
7 + 62 “weeks” 

 
70th 

“week” 
 

 

 
Dispensational 
 

 
70 years of captivity 

 
7 plus 62 “weeks” = 483 years up 
to triumphal entry of Jesus, 33 AD 

 

 
The Great 

Parenthesis 
and 

Messiah 
cut off after 

69 weeks 
 

 
Church is raptured 
before this 7 year 

period.  7 years 
split into two 

periods of 3 ½ 
years each.  

Antichrist makes 
covenant with Jews 

after 3 ½ 
 

 
Preterist  

 
70 years of captivity 

 
7 plus 62 “sevens” ends with 

baptism of Jesus 
 

 
70th “seven. 

Messiah 
cut off; 

confirms 
new 

covenant 
 

 
 

 
Futurist or 
Covenantal 

 
70 years of captivity 

 
7 plus 62 “sevens” ends with 

Messiah being cut off and new 
covenant confirmed. 

 

 
70th “seven” including the end of 

sacrifice in the “middle” of the 70th 
“seven” and the abomination of 

desolation. 
 

 
In this table, the “quotes” are used to indicate a symbol understanding of these times rather 
than a literal number of weeks or years. 
 
 


