
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to 
be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born 
in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
Phillipians 2:5-11 

 
 
To our beloved church, 
 
This is a difficult season in the world, in our nation and among our church family.  A worldwide 
pandemic combined with social and economic distress during an election year creates a very 
challenging environment to kick-off the fall.  
 
During times like these, our church values, mission, and vision are essential to guide our 
decision making.  Chapel Hill Church values growing in Christ, living in love, and impacting the 
world.  We have this written on our walls and we have organized entire ministries around these 
values.  
 
Our mission is to guide people into a flourishing, contagious relationship with Jesus Christ.  Our 
hearts soar when we hear someone has chosen to follow Christ for the first time. We cheer 
during baptisms and we often request prayer that God would use us to lead our family, 
neighbors and co-workers to Christ.  
 
Our vision to move this generation from culture to Kingdom has become extraordinarily relevant 
during this season as our culture is under tremendous pressure and there is confusion on what 
the Kingdom of God is like.  Our vision has clarified how our church is to be positioned in our 
community. We are to display the infinite beauty of the cross-shaped love manifest in the 
Kingdom of God.  Now, more than ever, our culture needs to see King Jesus in the words and 
deeds of His followers and His church.  
 
Given our values, mission, and vision, how are we to move into the fall? First, some 
observations: 

1. Our community is struggling through the impact of COVID.  School districts in the south 
metro are preparing to operate on a significantly modified school schedule where 
students mix distance learning with in-person classes.  Students will be attending school 
only twice per week and at home for the remainder.  The district has delayed the start of 
school one week to allow faculty more time to prepare for this radically new approach. 
While at school, students and teachers will be wearing masks for 8 hours and must 
adhere to distancing protocols. 



2. Parents are under tremendous pressure due to the lack of in-person schooling, 
childcare, and the demands of their employment or the stress of unemployment.  This is 
compounded by the threat that an outbreak in a school may result in 100% distance 
learning at home (this has already been realized in some schools around our country 
that have opened). 

3. Local, small businesses are under pressure to operate in a limited capacity and may be 
at risk of closing if conditions were to deteriorate further.  Restaurants that are currently 
surviving due to their patio offerings are seeing the dropping temperatures fast 
approaching. 

 
This raises several questions for us as a church if we are to display the others-oriented, 
self-sacrificial love of the Kingdom to our neighbors.  How can we as a church help our 
community battle the impact of the virus and support local business, and the parents and 
students in our community? 
 
We see clear steps forward. We have decided to refrain from holding our services and Family 
Ministries (children and students) inside our church building through the end of the year to send 
a message to our community that we are taking significant measures to help prevent the spread 
of COVID-19.  We do not take this decision lightly as it will result in a very different fall and 
winter for us as church.  But, we believe God is going to honor this decision because it is 
motivated by seeking His Kingdom first and we believe that God is going to use this season to 
show us new and fresh ways to be the church. 
 
Here is our plan: 

1. For Sunday mornings, we will continue to meet outside as long as the weather allows 
(while also streaming online).  We will explore creative options like moving our service 
time to the warmest time of the day or drive-in services.  We are committed to meeting 
and we will continue to meet in-person or online as we have been since March.  

2. For  Family  ministries, we will offer outdoor gatherings as the season permits, as well as 
online options. We will also equip parents with resources they need to disciple their 
children.  

3. For all ministries, we will emphasize home groups and gatherings. We are excited about 
the fruit this emphasis will yield and we would ask you to pray about joining a home 
group or opening up your home to hosting one.  

4. Children's Praise N' Rainbows, our parents day out program, will open this fall to support 
parents who are in need of childcare during the week.This ministry is an outreach to our 
community and a plan with all the proper safety protocols as defined by the CDC and the 
state which includes guidelines for consistent small groups in a predictable environment 
has been created. Click to view the CPR COVID-19 Preparedness Plan. 

 
We will continue to monitor the conditions in our community and will make adjustments as 
necessary. 
 
There’s much more to be said and we will communicate further plans for the fall in the days 
ahead.  We have created a FAQ for more information, click here. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/73/73995cad-0a74-4500-b9a0-bd50444c5c52/documents/CPR_Covid_Plan.pdf
http://chapelhillchurch.com/resources/covid-19


Our ongoing prayer is that you will continue to be compassionate, supportive, patient and 
understanding as we implement the decisions outlined above. We know that these decisions 
may be difficult for some to hear. Pray with us for unity and understanding. Pray for an end to 
this pandemic. Pray that God transforms us as a church during this time. And pray that our 
decisions will bless our community in ways that fulfill the vision God has given us as a church.  
 
For the Kingdom, 
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