
 

 

Sisters and Brothers: 
 
Thank you for all the positive things you are doing during this time of adjustment! 
 
The reality of the impact COVID-19 is having on our lives has set in. The first response by people of faith 
has been prayer. We pray for the health and wellbeing of everyone - and for universal cooperation in 
trying to contain the spread of this disease. We pray for leaders at local, state, and national levels to make 
responsible and effective decisions to guide us through this unsettling season.  
 
Under the first century crises that caused Christians to be stressed by physical separation from one 
another, James wrote this: “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.” (James 1:2-3 NIV) 
There is no “joy” in the predicament itself; the joy is in knowing that God is still on his throne and cares 
for his people.  
 
As shepherds of the Burnt Hickory Church, we are praying for you daily. We are paying special attention 
to what you submit at prayerrequest@burnthickory.org. And we appreciate what our ministers and staff 
are doing to serve us all with information, online tools, and leading online worship each Sunday.  
 
It seems certain that this situation of voluntary and/or mandated physical distancing is with us for the 
foreseeable future. We are announcing that the temporary closure of our building to Sunday and mid-
week assemblies, community meetings, and other events will remain in place until further notice. Like 
you, we are looking forward to the time we can all be together again to worship, study, and encourage 
each other face to face. Let’s pray that will be as quickly as possible.  
 
Because you are probably receiving so many updates from a variety of sources, we will do our best to 
keep you informed without flooding you with emails. What we will do is attempt to provide you with 
encouraging and faith building communication. Please watch for the Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
emails from Rubel and Geoff. Less frequently we will send encouragement or news from the shepherds, 
and when the time is right we will update you with the date we plan to resume meeting together.  
 
For now, keep doing what you are doing! 
 
First, protect your health by the best practices that you hear often - wash hands, keep a social distance, eat 
well and exercise. As the weather is warming up it’s a good time to go outside for a walk. You’ll likely 
see more of your neighbors since they’re at home. Stop and speak - from a safe distance, of course.  
 
Second, stay connected with family, your Burnt Hickory family, and friends by social media. Our staff is 
providing lots of great content on Facebook and Instagram. Please be sure to worship with us every 
Sunday through the Burnt Hickory website.  
 
Third, continue to look for ways to serve others as disciples of Jesus Christ. Offer to pick up groceries or 
medications for older people you know, donate online to food organizations such as Must Ministries, and 
model a life of faith in our Loving God for friends, coworkers, and neighbors who may be feeling anxious 
or frightened by what is happening.  
 
Fourth, practice sound financial judgment. This is a time unscrupulous people will try to take advantage 
of you. Only give to reputable charities you already know. Never give credit card or banking information 
to someone who phones you trying to raise money. There are so many good organizations that you 
already know and are needing help. Stick to those if you want to help someone monetarily.  
 



 

 

We take our responsibilities to you very seriously. We love you and are seriously and confidently 
concerned for your wellbeing. Burnt Hickory will still be strong even after this crisis. During it, let’s 
continue to care for one another and our neighbors.  
 
God is greater than this crisis. Trust him. Continue to love one another. Pray in faith and hope.  
 
Sincerely, 
Burnt Hickory Elders 


