
Burnt Hickory is Reopening 

Dear Burnt Hickory Family, 

Great News! We will reopen for worship at the Marietta location on June 28th at 
9:00 a.m.  Bartow will reopen soon as well. Your elders want you to know that 
while we are excited about reopening, we are also very cautious.  Before we say 
anything else we want to emphasize that we hope everyone will respect and 
follow the social distancing norms by keeping your distance as well as not 
hugging and shaking hands while in the building.  

What you are about to read is probably one of the most difficult processes we as 
your elders and ministers have ever had to try and figure out.  The two 
concerns are: 

1. Keeping our church family as safe as possible so as to avoid the 
spread of this deadly virus.     

2. Returning to the worship and fellowship that we all love and need in 
the best and safest way possible.  

The things below may sound very formal, but we ask that you think not about 
what you want it to be, but to think about the fact that some of us could 
become infected and we must take precautions to avoid that. This is the 
seriousness of the balance we are trying to achieve.  

As we strive to return to worship, please know that our desire is to seek the 
best and yet safest environment possible for our worship time together. We 
recognize there are many opinions regarding when it is safe to resume meetings 
and activities, ranging from “why wait” to “not yet.” This is the balance we are 
attempting to find so that we can move forward step by step. 

Your consideration is primary as we move forward. Please, if you have 
had the virus recently, or are sick in any way, “Stay at home!” If you 
have been exposed to anyone who has the Covid 19 virus, or may have 
it, please observe the 14-day quarantine rule by staying at home. Your 
action in these two areas are key in helping us all stay healthy.    

Prayerfully study the following steps listed below, and it is your decision as to 
whether you should or should not attend, or choose to continue to worship at 
home via our live streaming video feed. 

Blessings to you all, The Elders 

 Opening Policy for Burnt Hickory 

As we move further into Phase 3 of our plan here are the norms 
we ask everyone to follow for worship. 

1. The church building will only be open for Sunday morning 
services and closed all other days for the present 



time. Doors will be open at 8:40 a.m. and closed at 
9:15. (This means arriving on time.) 

2. All Bible study classes are cancelled until it is safe to start 
classes again. For the immediate future, all children’s 
activities, including children's church, Nursery, use of 
playground etc. are cancelled. 

3. Only 2 entrances to the building will be used; The Front 
entrance and the Rear entrance from the rear parking lot 
classroom hallway. 

There will be 2 entrances to the auditorium. The foyer and the 
class room hall to the rear parking lot. Attendance will be taken 
as you enter so as to advise everyone should an infection occur. 

4. Seating rows have been rearranged to maintain 6 feet 
between them. (See attached photos.) 

5. Communion - Before entering the auditorium please pick 
up communion sets for your family. They have been 
prepared using the masks and gloves and have not been 
touched by anyone since received from the 
manufacturer. Communion will be observed at the end of 
service. We ask that you place your cups back in the plastic 
bag they came in, and seal them before you exit the 
auditorium. Trash cans will be placed at the exits to deposit 
used communion containers. 

6. Offering - As you leave, please place your contribution in 
the basket provided at the exit doors or you may continue 
to give online. 

7. Members will queue at the 2 entrances to the auditorium for 
the ushers to seat them. Please maintain 6 feet between 
families as the line moves forward. We ask that families 
sit all together. 

8. Our ushers will assist families in selecting a seat that is 
properly spaced. The Ushers will then be responsible for 
maintaining distancing between families by placing cards on 
3 seats to the left and right of each family. 

9. Masks - The CDC recommends that people wear a 
mask.  However, wearing a mask will be optional at our 
worship services.  In the auditorium, we will have a section 
of mask wearers and one for non-mask wearers. The side 
by the kitchen will be for people who wish to wear 
masks.  The side by the foyer will be for those who do not 
wish to wear masks. 



10.  Hymnals and common Bibles have been removed. 
11.  Restrooms - Only the restrooms off of the foyer by the 

Nursery will be open. All others will be closed. Disinfectant 
wipes will be placed in each restroom so each person can 
clean the surfaces they touched. If possible, we encourage 
you to use the restroom before coming to the building. 

12.  All water fountains will be turned off. Please bring any 
drinks and snacks from home for your family. Take care not 
to spill your drinks. 

13.  Because of their enhanced risk, we ask our senior 
members to remain at home for now and continue to watch 
via electronic media until the danger has been considerably 
reduced. Likewise, we ask our families with infants to do 
the same. 

14.  The office will not print bulletins. See the e-newsletter on 
Tuesday. 

15.  We need to stress to our church members they should 
greet each other verbally rather than shaking hands or 
giving one another a hug. 

16. Please observe social distancing in the parking lot. 

Thank you for prayerfully considering and following these procedures 
for the safety of your family and for others.  All of these have been 
carefully discussed with the utmost love and consideration for all our 
members.  We realize that these will not fit everyone’s 
expectations.   Please be as patient with us as possible.  As we 
mentioned earlier, this has been a very difficult process.  Please pray 
for us all as we continue to do our best under these most difficult 
circumstances.  

We encourage our Discipleship groups, Small Groups, and Bible classes 
to continue to meet by Zoom, or if everyone deems it safe to meet in 
person, either outdoors, or in the safest possible manner.  If anyone 
does become ill or infected be sure to notify one of the ministers or 
administrative assistants so that we can follow up with advising those 
who need to be made aware for their safety.  Confidentiality will be 
observed as need be.  

Blessings to everyone, 

Your Elders 

 


