
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Part of the responsibility we have as shepherds of the Burnt Hickory congregation – both Marietta and 
Bartow campuses – is to care for the overall welfare of each of you. Your spiritual, emotional, physical, 
social, and economic well-being are matters of constant and prayerful concern to us. For example, if we 
knew of some sort of financial “scam” being perpetrated against Christians in our area, we would certainly 
identify it and warn you to avoid it. It would be wrong to fail to do so.

Today our concern involves your physical health in view of Coronavirus Disease. Most people realize now 
that this is not “just another flu” or a “hoax” drummed up by a few mischief-makers. It appears to be a real 
threat to all of us – a genuine global pandemic, as it has been classified this week by both the World Health 
Organization and the United States Government.

News reports indicate that two of the more dramatic settings for the spread of coronavirus infection have 
been through church assemblies! One of those specifically involved participation in a Communion Service.

What should your elders do to protect members of the Burnt Hickory Church at our Marietta and Bartow 
locations? What about our regular Sunday-morning worship assemblies and mid-week Bible Study? What 
about handling the elements of the Lord’s Supper in worship settings? What about building use on days 
other than Sundays for community events?

As a matter of general policy, we are immediately suspending assemblies, study classes, use by outside 
groups from the community, and requesting that home groups consider suspending meetings until our 
public health authorities deem such meetings safe. Note: “Bright Beginnings Preschool” is closed, as it 
follows the lead of the Cobb County School District.

Here are our prayerful suggestions for at least the next two weekends (March 15 & 22):

(1)  We strongly encourage both Burnt Hickory Marietta and Bartow members to stay in your homes and 
worship online by means of a 9:00 a.m. live stream from Burnt Hickory. You should not feel guilty about 
“missing church” in response to a public-health emergency. Think of it in terms of a Sunday when severe 
winter weather causes us to remain closed.

(2)  A skeleton crew will broadcast via Burnt Hickory’s web site a Sunday worship and teaching time 
from the Marietta campus that Rubel Shelly will lead at 9am. Join the worship by computer, tablet, or 
smartphone by connecting to burnthickory.org, choose Resources and Sermons (NOTE: There will be no 
assembly at the Bartow location.) Obviously, there will be no Bible Classes or other group meetings at 
either location on March 15 or 22.
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(3)  There will be no Wednesday Bible Study assemblies for the next few weeks. We will notify you when 
Wednesday gatherings are to be resumed.

(4)  When we are able to resume Sunday assemblies, we plan to use prepackaged and sanitary Communion 
supplies that will eliminate multiple handlings of trays, bread, and cups during the Lord’s Supper until 
health risks become normal again.

(5)  Many of you make your weekly contributions by automatic bank draft. We would appreciate others 
using text-giving to 678-929-5365 or mailing your contributions so that our ministries can continue without 
interruption. Just use the “Giving” button at the top right of the church’s homepage.

(6)  If you are in a high-risk group by age, chronic health issues, or symptoms such as coughing, sneezing, 
or fever, we ask that you do everything possible to remain at home and not put yourself or others at risk 
from the COVID-19 virus – not only on these two Sundays but during this public health event involving 
Coronavirus Disease.

Other churches will choose to handle this differently from Burnt Hickory. You may not agree with the 
decisions we have made. Indeed, there may be better ways to approach the situation, and we are open to 
learning about and adopting them. As of this moment, however, we are adopting a policy of extreme caution 
because of our love and concern for you. It is simply that we could not live with a life-as-usual policy that 
leads to the illness – and possible death – of even one person from this novel and death-dealing virus. We 
think you will understand this sort of caution; we encourage you to take this attitude in your personal and 
family life.

In all things right now, we plead with you to practice extreme caution. Wash your hands often. Stay away 
from large gatherings. If you have fever or simply don’t feel good, stay home (to avoid exposing others) and 
monitor your health closely. Don’t go to a hospital emergency room, clinic, or doctor’s office without phoning 
your physician first for advice about correct options.

This is not a panic response. It is not an attempt to encourage fear. It is our most prudent effort to take 
every possible precaution to protect people we love. If we look back in six months and realize this was an 
overreaction, we can live with that. What we can’t do is look back in six months, see serious illnesses and/
or deaths, and live with the fact that we did nothing today.

Remain calm, but cautious. Don’t live to your fear, but lean on your faith. Pray for our local, state, and 
national leaders to lead us through this stressful time. What they are asking at this point is that all of us 
take radical steps of ultra-cautious behavior to contain a very contagious virus; we encourage you to listen 
to what public-health experts are telling us and to protect yourself and your family.

Pray for persons who are ill from Coronavirus Disease already. Pray for the health-care workers who are 
taking care of them and who are exposing themselves to danger in doing so. As circumstances change, we 
will continue to communicate with you. Email any special needs and prayer requests to us at prayerrequest@
burnthickory.org.

We are praying for all of you.

The Elder Body of Burnt Hickory Church of Christ
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