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LOOKING BACK     
LOOKING AHEAD 

2020: The year that certainly was 
Shepherding the Burnt Hickory Church of Christ is a real joy for us. You allow us to celebrate your 
blessings and pray for you when you have challenges. This past year has been indescribable. Many 
of us are looking forward to turning the page on 2020 and look optimistically toward 2021. As we 
look back, though, we have so much to be grateful for as a church and wanted to share just a few 
of the highlights of 2020 with you. 


Year in Review 1

Matt Carver, along with his family, joined us in July as our preaching and senior minister. He and 
DeAnna have jumped in to meet as many as possible and immediately began leading our efforts to 
positively impact our community.


Jordan Tatum and his family moved to Cartersville and assumed the ministry at the Bartow campus. 
They have made deep connections that will impact the church there for months and years. 


The outset of the pandemic forced us into making swift, and unexpected, changes in how we gather. 
From March until June we came together every Sunday through our on-line service. Our Media Team did 
an amazing job of providing us with a high quality experience and continue to broadcast our services 
from both Marietta and Bartow each week for those that need to stay home while this virus still impacts  
and disrupts our lives. 


In April we took our annual collection for our Benevolence fund. In anticipation of the increased needs we 
expected were coming, and will likely still be ahead for people at Burnt Hickory, you stepped up and 
contributed over $70,000 - the largest amount we have ever had for a single offering. Our Benevolence 
Team continues to provide outstanding, compassionate financial guidance and assistance to people 
needing help during stressful times in their lives. 


Our staff had to adjust nearly every routine of 
their daily responsibilities. From facility 
maintenance to follow up with sick or otherwise 
impacted members of our church family. Like 
so many, they had to quickly adjust to working 
from home for several weeks. They continue to 
serve all of us in ways that are relatively 
unheralded but they do so with humility and a sincere love for our church. 
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Year in Review 2

2020 was a year of tremendous 
generosity at Burnt Hickory.  

This month, December 2020, we had one of the largest outpourings for Community Christmas we have ever 
had. Over 200 families and individuals were blessed this season by Burnt Hickory. 


During the Summer we were pleased to announce that we concluded our three-year capital campaign after 
collecting well over one million dollars and meeting all the goals we had. Those included funding the initial 
operations of our church plant in Cartersville, significantly paying down our mortgage debt, and numerous 
improvements to our twenty year old facility in Marietta.


Our minister staff loves this church in a big way. They 
are a blessing to Burnt Hickory and especially to the 
shepherds who work with them. They have had to be 
flexible and adaptive to the conditions of this year as 
much as any group there is. After healthcare 
professionals and first responders, ministers are as 
highly impacted by the stress of the pandemic as 
anyone. They respond to the emotional and spiritual 

needs so many of us have right now while putting aside many of the plans they had when the year began. 
Everyone of our ministers had to significantly change the way they do their job, and they did it with a 
Christlike attitude and dedication to serve all of us. 


Our small group and Bible class teachers adjusted to help us keep in touch with each other. Many of us 
learned how to use on-line meeting tools to continue studying the Word together and enjoy each other’s 
presence - even on a computer screen. 


The first Sunday of 2020, the Bartow campus moved into their new, permanent facility at Hamilton Plaza in 
Cartersville. 


Burnt Hickory, as a church family, continues to give generously. When the uncertainty of this year became 
apparent we braced ourselves for difficult financial decisions that seemed inevitable. But you continued to 
support the work throughout 2020 with your weekly contributions. Although we came up slightly short of 
our budgeted goal, the difference was offset by reduced operating and ministry costs in a few areas due to 
the pandemic. As a result, we can move into the new year with all our financial reserves still in place. Thank 
you, church family!
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2021: A year of anticipation  

If 2020 taught us anything, it should be to expect plans to be interrupted. We understand that 
lesson as we proceed cautiously into a new year.  While acknowledging our dependency upon God 

as our sovereign King we have so much to look forward to. 


Thank you for desiring to know God and for supporting this church. It is a privilege to serve as your 
shepherds. You have been through a great deal in 2020 but your faith has been evident and inspires 

us to continue to seek Him. God bless you as you continue to serve Him this next year. 


Burnt Hickory Shepherds 

Ken Braziel Bob DuPriest Jim Hawes

Carlos Phillips Don Richardson Ron Wiley

James Wilson

Year in Review 3

Our financial budget will be set at the same level as last year. Among the highlights of our budget for this 
coming year are new opportunities for service, ministry to families, and making the final payments to our 
mortgage debt. 


In January 2021, Justin Moore will complete ten years as our youth minister. Justin serves this church in 
many ways, but his first priority in ministry is working with families to raise up young people to know God, 
study His word, and love Jesus Christ. 


Geoff Giesemann will mark five years as our discipleship minister in February 2021. He loves the church 
family and has provided real mentorship to many, especially as we transitioned to new staff members. 


We are planning many ways of serving Christ in Marietta and Bartow in 2021. Our operating plans and 
budget reflect an increased level of activity that we expect to serve real needs of people and show them 
how loved they are by God, whom we serve. 

Burnt Hickory will pay off our 
mortgage by the end of 2021 
making us debt free! 
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