
 

 
                                  STUDY GUIDE 

PART FOUR: How to Avoid Being a Hypocritical Christian 
PASTOR ANDY STANLEY / NORTHPOINT CHURCH  
 

 

LOOPHOLES 
Jesus called the hypocritical Religious leaders 
_________________________________________________. meaning…                                                                                                                               

                                WHITE-WASHED TOMBS 

 
1.__________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was the “Oral Law”?  
 

2.__________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Religious leaders are good at coming up with games that 

___________________________________________________ 
ONLY THEY CAN WIN 

 
GO PASTOR ANDY! 
This is prime Andy Stanley gold here. He serves us up a plateful of context and backstory that is so helpful!!                  
Not only that, it will come around and give us critical self-examination and application. 
 

Mark 7: 8-13 8  
You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human traditions.” And he continued, 
“You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to observe your own traditions! For 
Moses said, ‘Honor your father and mother,’ and, ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be 
put to death.’ But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help their father 
or mother is Corban (that is, devoted to God)—then you no longer let them do anything for their father 
or mother. Thus, you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And you do 
many things like that.” 

 

In your own description, what was the trick (Jesus was referring to) that the Pharisees were pulling?  

3.__________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 
 
JESUS SAID: “____________ was your guy. But now _______________________________________”. 
                                           MOSES                                                                                                                      I’M YOUR GUY 

 
Mosaic Law has been fulfilled and is now obsolete.  If we want to continue to teach and live by Old Law, 
we also must include the punishments along with the rules.      

 
Mark 7: 8-13 8  
You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human traditions.”  
 
TOUGH QUESTION: 
 Is it possible that we are still hanging on to Old Law, human traditions or looking for “loopholes”? 

4.__________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

3 SIGNS WE MAY STILL THINK IN OLD LAW WAYS: 
1. We sometimes consider how close we can get to sin without actually sinning. 
2. We feel guiltier about missing church than mistreating someone. 
3. When we “wrong” someone, we believe there are words to say (confession to God) or rituals to  
     practice that erase God’s memory and are substitutes for actually going to the person and making it  
     right.  
 

 

 
ANSWERS: 
1. They made themselves look good on the outside, but inside they were awful. 
2. The specific man-made rules created by the religious leaders to control the people. 
3. The Pharisees were guaranteeing that they would receive more money from the people while giving the people a loophole so they  
     didn’t have to be generous with others – cheating heirs from their inheritance and parents from getting taken care of by their kids. 
4. Personal answer: But I would say yes, we naturally still do this and the culture we hope to reach out recognizes it, sees it as hypocritical  
    and is one of the biggest thing that hurts our mission. 

 


