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Read Luke 1:5-25, 57-80 from your Bible or from below. 

There was a priest in Judea named Zechariah. He had a wife named Elizabeth. They both obeyed and 
followed the Lord’s commandments.

Although Priest Zechariah and his wife were very old, they had no children. One day Zechariah was in the 
temple praying when an angel suddenly appeared. The angel told Zechariah he and his wife would have a 
baby boy even though they were old. The angel told Zechariah to name the boy John. John would be great 
in God’s sight and would prepare people for the coming of the Lord.

Zechariah asked how he could be sure these things would really happen. The angel Gabriel told Zechariah 
that God had sent him with the message. He said Zechariah would be unable to speak until the things 
Gabriel said had happened. People waited outside the temple for Zechariah to come out. When he came 
out, he could not speak!

After a time, Elizabeth did have a son. The neighbors and family came to celebrate with them. Elizabeth 
announced his name was John. The people were surprised since no one else in the family was named 
John. The people asked Zechariah, “What will be his name?” Zechariah wrote on a writing tablet: “His name 
is John.” 

Immediately, Zechariah could speak again. Zechariah praised God for preparing for His plan of salvation. 
He told the people his child would prepare people for God’s salvation. John grew up to be a man. He lived 
in the wilderness until the time was right for him to begin preaching to the people.
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Say: Do you ever have company stay at your house or friends come to your house for dinner? What are 
some things your mom and dad might make you do to prepare? You would probably have to clean your 
room and help get the house ready for the guests. You might have to help prepare food or put on nicer 
clothes. When people come to your house, you have to prepare.
 
In the Bible story this week, we learned that God sent someone to prepare the way for His Son, Jesus. He 
sent a messenger to help people be ready for the Savior of the world. 
 
In the Book of Luke, we read the story of Zechariah and Elizabeth. They were old in age with no children. 
An angel told Zechariah that his wife would have a son, and this son would have an important job to do. 
The angel told Zechariah he would be unable to speak from that point until the son was born. And, until 
Elizabeth had her baby, Zechariah could not speak. When their son, John, was born, Zechariah’s voice 
returned. John grew up and would one day tell others about the coming Savior, Jesus.
 
In the Old Testament, God gave many promises called prophecies. In the New Testament, these prophecies 
come true. In Isaiah 40:3, we read about a man living in a desert who prepares the way for the Lord. John is 
the fulfillment of this promise. John prepared the way for Jesus by telling everyone that Jesus was coming 
to be the Savior. Just like John fulfilled Old Testament prophecies, Jesus fulfilled many prophecies when 
He was born. 
 
We can thank God for preparing the way for the birth of Jesus. We can thank God for preparing His plan 
for salvation through Jesus from the beginning of the world. As we prepare for this Christmas season, take 
time to think about the amazing promises God has given us and the wonderful ways He fulfills them in our 
lives.
 
Preschool Life Point: God prepared for Jesus’ birth.
Kids Life Point: God prepared for His plan of salvation.
 
Preschool Review Questions:

1. What did the angel tell Zechariah?
2. What did Zechariah name the son born to him and Elizabeth?

 
Kids Review Questions:

1. What did the angel tell Zechariah, and why did this seem impossible to him?
2. How did the angel prove to Zechariah that what he told him was true? 
3. What role would Zechariah’s son, John, play in the story of Jesus?

 
Pray: God, thank You for preparing the way for Your Son, Jesus. Thank You for the free gift of salvation 
that is provided for us through Jesus’ death on the cross. As we celebrate Jesus’ birth this season, help us 
remember the true meaning of Christmas. Amen.
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The weekly Bible verse below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this 
passage means and memorizing it as well.

Sing a Bible Studies for Life song or one of your family’s favorite worship songs.


