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Read 2 Kings 22:1-23:3 from your Bible or from below. 

When Josiah was just eight years old, he became king in Jerusalem.Josiah tried to do what was right in 
God’s sight just as King David had done.

When Josiah was older, he sent officials to the temple. He said, “Tell the priests to get all the money that 
people have given and give it to people who will repair the temple. They can pay the carpenters, builders, 
and stone masons.” As the men worked in the temple, the high priest found the book of the law! No one 
had seen it in a long time. The priest gave the scroll to the king’s official who took it to King Josiah. The 
official reported that the building repairs were being done. Then he told about the book the priest found. 
The official read the book to the king. King Josiah heard the words. He began tearing his clothes, which 
was a sign of great sadness. King Josiah realized he and his people had not been obeying God. He was 
sure God was angry that His Word was not respected and people were not obeying it.

King Josiah sent men to ask the Lord about what is written in the book that was found. They went to a 
prophetess named Huldah. Huldah told the men God’s words about the book of the law. God said the 
people would be punished because they quit worshiping God and started worshiping idols. However, since 
Josiah immediately wanted to change and help his people to change, God would not punish the people 
yet. When the king heard the news, he gathered the leaders of the land at the temple. People of every 
age joined the meeting. Josiah read aloud all the words of the book of the law. He promised to follow the 
Lord and to keep his commands with all his heart and soul. The people also agreed to start living as God 
commanded them.
         2 Kings 22:1-23:3 (CSB)
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Say: Josiah was eight years old when he became king in Jerusalem. Can you imagine being king at such a 
young age? What would you do if you became king? 
 
Josiah tried to do what was right in God’s eyes. Not all kings had done this, but Josiah wanted to follow 
God’s ways and trust God to show him how to be a good king. When Josiah was older, he wanted the 
temple to be repaired. He gathered men to work on the temple.
 
While making repairs, a priest found a scroll with God’s laws written on it. It had been lost for a long 
time. The king’s officials took it to Josiah and read it to him. As he heard the words, Josiah was greatly 
saddened. He knew he and his people had not been obeying what God wanted them to do. The people 
had not respected what God had told them. Josiah read God’s words to the people. They promised to start 
following the Lord and doing all God had commanded them to do.
 
The Bible is the most important book. People should respect and obey the Bible. Just like Josiah and the 
people promised to start obeying what they read and heard from God in the scroll that had been lost, we 
must decide to obey the words written in the Bible. The Bible helps people know what to do.
 
We each have a choice. We can choose to obey what we read in the Bible or we can choose to disobey 
God’s words. Obedience to God’s commands in the Bible is always the right choice. 
 
Following God’s commands can be hard, especially when we want to do our own things instead of what 
God wants us to do. Yet, if we have chosen to follow God, we must believe the words in the Bible and do 
what it says.

Preschool Life Point: The Bible helps people know what to do.
Kids Life Point: People should respect and obey the Bible.
 
Preschool Review Questions:

1.    Where was the lost scroll found?
2.    What did King Josiah do when he heard the words written on the scroll?
3.    What did the people decide to do when they heard God’s words?

 
Elementary Review Questions:

1.    What did King Josiah realize when he heard the words written on the lost scroll?
2.    How did King Josiah and the people respond to God’s words written on the scroll?
3.    Do you ever find it hard to obey God’s words in the Bible? Why or why not?
 

Pray: God, thank You for the Bible. Because of Your message written to us, we can know what You want us 
to do. Help us obey and respect Your Word. Amen.
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The weekly Bible verse below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this passage means 
and memorizing it as well.

Sing a Bible Studies for Life song or one of your family’s favorite worship songs.


