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Read Mark 1:16-20; 2:13-14; 3:13-19 from your Bible or from below. 

As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw the brothers Simon and Andrew fishing. “Follow Me,” 
Jesus told them, “and I will make you fish for people.” They left their nets immediately and followed Him. 
Going a little farther, Jesus saw James and his brother John in a boat. He called them, and they left their 
boat and followed Him.

Jesus went out beside the sea again, and He saw Levi (later called Matthew) collecting money from people. 
He said to Levi, “Follow Me,” and Levi got up and followed Him.

Jesus called and sent out twelve disciples (“learner” or “pupil”; the people Jesus called to follow Him) to tell 
people about Himself. He chose these twelve: Simon (to whom He gave the name Peter); James, the son of 
Zebedee, and his brother, John; Andrew; Philip; Bartholomew; Matthew (Levi); Thomas; James, the son of 
Alphaeus; Thaddaeus; Simon; and Judas, who later betrayed Jesus.

Mark 1:16-20; 2:13-14; 3:13-19 (CSB)
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Say: Have you ever been fishing? Maybe you caught a fish using a fishing pole or a net. For some people, 
fishing is a fun hobby. For others, it is a source of food. Yet, for some, fishing is their job. These people fish 
in order to provide for their families.
 
While Jesus was on earth, He had twelve disciples. There was nothing extraordinary about any of these 
men. Some were fishermen; one was a tax collector. They did share one thing in common, however. When 
Jesus said, “Follow Me,” they responded in obedience.
 
The Bible tells us that Simon and Andrew, along with James and John, immediately left their fishing nets 
and boats when Jesus called them. Imagine for a minute what it would be like to simply walk away from 
your job, your home, your family. They knew there was something special about Jesus. They knew He was 
worth following.
 
After Jesus returned to heaven, the disciples carried out His work. They told people about salvation 
through Jesus. They shared that Jesus was God’s Son and that He died on a cross to take away the sins 
of the world. The disciples told people the good news of God’s love. In other words, they “fished for men.” 
They went out, found those who did not believe, and told them about Jesus.
 
If you are a Christian, you have an important job to do. When you trust in Jesus as your Savior, you are 
called to live a life of obedience to Him. God wants you to follow and obey Jesus. One part of living a life of 
obedience to God means that you tell others about the difference He has made in your life. You share and 
show how He has changed you. This is what it means to “fish for people.”
 
Some disciples left their fishing nets and boats and followed Jesus. They moved from fishing for “fish” to 
fishing for “men.”
 
The question remains, “Have you been fishing lately?”

Preschool Life Point: People can obey Jesus.
Kids Life Point: People can follow and obey Jesus.
 
Preschool Review Questions:

1. What were Simon, Andrew, John, and James doing when they met Jesus?
2. What did Jesus tell these men to do?
3. How many disciples did Jesus have?
 

Elementary Review Questions:
1. What were some of the jobs of the men who became disciples?
2. How did Simon and Andrew respond when Jesus told them to follow Him?
3. What does it mean to “fish for people?”

 
Pray: God, thank You for the opportunity we have to follow You. Help us follow and obey Your ways every 
day. Just like Simon and Andrew left everything to follow You, help us to know and do Your will. Amen.
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The weekly Bible verse below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this passage means 
and memorizing it as well.

Sing a Bible Studies for Life song or one of your family’s favorite worship songs.


