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Read Luke 2:40-52 from your Bible or from below. 

Jesus’ family did not stay in Bethlehem. After a time, they moved back to Nazareth. The child Jesus grew 
up. He got stronger. He grew wiser and gained more knowledge. God blessed Jesus as He grew.

Every year, Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover Festival. When Jesus was 12 years 
old, He went with His parents to Jerusalem. They probably traveled with others from their village. When the 
festival was over, Mary and Joseph started for home. They did not know that Jesus stayed in Jerusalem. 
They thought Jesus was in the group with other friends or family members.

After traveling for a whole day, the group stopped. Mary and Joseph looked for Jesus but could not find 
Him. They asked their family members. They asked their friends. Jesus was nowhere to be found. Mary and 
Joseph hurried back to Jerusalem. For three days they searched for Jesus. Finally, they found Him. Jesus 
was sitting in the temple with the teachers. He listened to them. He even asked them questions. Everyone 
who heard Jesus was amazed at how much Jesus understood.

Jesus’ parents were also amazed. Mary said, “Your father and I have been looking everywhere for You. I 
was very worried when we could not find You.”

Jesus then asked, “Why were you searching? Didn’t you know I would be in My Father’s house?”

Mary and Joseph didn’t know what Jesus meant. Jesus went home with them to Nazareth. He obeyed 
them in all things. Jesus grew wiser and taller. He grew in favor with God and with other people.
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Say: Has your family ever taken a road trip? What are some things you did to pass the time? Play games? 
Listen to music? Read? Watch a movie? One thing is for sure – wherever you were traveling, it was likely 
easy to make sure everyone was in the car with you.
 
While the ways we travel have changed, people have been traveling for many years. It’s how we get from 
one place to another. In the Bible story this week, we learned that Jesus’ family traveled to Jerusalem each 
year to celebrate a festival called Passover. When He was 12, Jesus went with them as they traveled in a 
group with people from their village. At the end of the festival, they began the journey home. Mary and 
Joseph assumed Jesus was somewhere with friends or family in the group. At the end of their first day of 
travel, Mary and Joseph looked for Jesus but could not find Him. They rushed back to Jerusalem. For three 
days they searched for Jesus. Finally, they found Him. He had remained in the temple with the teachers.
 
Can you imagine the fear and worry Mary and Joseph felt when they could not find Jesus? For three whole 
days they searched for Him in the city. When they found Him, he asked them, “Didn’t you know that it was 
necessary for me to be in my Father’s house?”
 
Even though Jesus was God, He came to earth as a human. He learned to talk and walk. He grew taller. 
He lived with Mary and Joseph. Joseph taught Him to be a carpenter. He had brothers and sisters. Just like 
we grow from children to adults, Jesus did the same. Yet, there was one major difference—in all His years, 
Jesus never sinned. He lived a perfect life. He always obeyed. Even when He stayed at the temple when 
His parents began the trip home from Jerusalem, He was where He was supposed to be—in the house of 
His true Father, God.
 
Preschool Life Point: Jesus grew as God planned.
Kids Life Point: Jesus grew as God planned.
 
Preschool Review Questions:

1. Why were Mary and Joseph worried on their trip home to Nazareth?
2. Where did Mary and Joseph find Jesus?

 
Kids Review Questions:

1. What was Jesus doing in the temple when Mary and Joseph found Him?
2. What did Jesus mean when He said He was in His Father’s house?
3. What are a few ways Jesus showed He was human while He was on earth?

 
Pray: God, when You sent Jesus to earth, You knew what would happen to Him. You knew He would 
grow and become a man. You also knew He would one day be put to death on a cross for sins He did not 
commit. Yet, You sent Him because of Your great love for us. Thank You for the amazing gift of Your Son, 
Jesus. Amen.
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The weekly Bible verse below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this 
passage means and memorizing it as well.

Sing a Bible Studies for Life song or one of your family’s favorite worship songs.


