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Read Nehemiah 8:1-12 from your Bible or from below. 

After the people were settled in their towns, they gathered in Jerusalem. Men, women, and anyone who 
could understand the teaching came to the square. The people asked Ezra the scribe to bring the book of 
the law.

Ezra stood on a tall wooden platform built just for this day. Important men stood on either side of Ezra. He 
opened the book.
When he did, the people stood up. Ezra read aloud the book of the law from early morning until the middle 
of the day. Everyone listened closely.

Special helpers called Levites explained God’s law to the people as they stood in their places. The Levites 
also read out of the book and translated it for the people so they could understand it.

The people began to cry. They realized they had broken many of God’s laws. Nehemiah, the governor, 
begged the people not to be sad, but to worship God. Nehemiah said, “Go, eat, and give food to those who 
have none. Today is a holy day to God.”

The people ate. They drank. They shared their food. They had a great celebration because they now 
understood the words Ezra read to them.

Nehemiah 8:1-12 (CSB)
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Say: Do you like to read books? There are many different reasons why people read books. Some read for 
entertainment or fun. Others read books because they want to learn something new. Some books teach 
about history. Others tell about the lives of people.
 
The Bible is a very special book. We read the Bible for a number of reasons. The Bible tells us about who 
God is and all He has done for us. The Bible points us to Jesus, and through it we learn how we can be 
saved. It teaches us what is right and wrong. The Bible directs believers in how they should live and what 
they should do to obey God. 
 
People read the Bible to learn about God and worship Him. When Ezra read God’s Word to the people, they 
ultimately worshiped God. As the words were read, the people stood up out of respect for God’s Word. For 
hours they listened to Ezra read to them.
 
How did they respond? The people wept because they knew they had not been following the laws God 
had commanded. After the Levites explained what the words they had heard meant, they had a great 
celebration.
 
Reading God’s Word is a way to worship Him. As we hear and read God’s words, we should find joy in 
what we read. No matter why you like to read books, you can find many of the things you are looking for in 
the Bible. The Bible is filled with amazing stories to read and discover. The Bible teaches us about history. 
It helps us learn new things. Through it we explore the lives of different people and how they made a 
difference in the world (some good and some bad). 
 
As we read and hear the words of the Bible, we can draw closer to God as we learn more about Him. As we 
learn more about Him, we will want to worship Him in deeper ways.

Preschool Life Point: The Bible teaches about God.
Kids Life Point: People read the Bible to learn about God and worship God.
 
Preschool Review Questions:

1.    Who read God’s Word to the people?
2.    What did the people do while Ezra read God’s Word?
3.    What did the Levites tell the people to do after they heard God’s Word?
 

Elementary Review Questions:
1.    Describe what happened when Ezra read God’s Word to the people.
2.    What did the Levites tell the people to do after they heard God’s Word?
3.    How do you respond when you read or hear God’s words?
 

Pray: God, Your Word helps us know about You and Your plan of salvation for the world. Help us remember 
that reading and hearing the Bible is one of the most important ways we can learn more about You. As we 
read Your Word, help us worship You. Amen.
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The weekly Bible verse below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this passage means 
and memorizing it as well.

Sing a Bible Studies for Life song or one of your family’s favorite worship songs.


