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Read Acts 8:26-40 from your Bible or from below.    

Philip was a man who believed Jesus is the Son of God. He preached the good news about Jesus to 
others. One day an angel spoke to Philip and told him to go to the road leading from Jerusalem to the city 
of Gaza.

Philip did what God asked him to do, and while he was traveling down the road, he saw a man from 
Ethiopia who was a high official on the queen’s court. This man from Ethiopia had a very important job. He 
was in charge of all of the queen’s money. He had been to Jerusalem and was riding in a chariot on the 
road. As he was riding, he was reading a Scripture passage written by the prophet Isaiah.

God told Philip to go up to the chariot and ask the Ethiopian if he understood what he was reading. Philip 
obeyed. The Ethiopian said he was not able to understand the Scripture he was reading because he had 
no one to help him understand it. The Ethiopian asked Philip to sit beside him in the chariot.

Philip read the passage of Scripture with him. The Ethiopian asked Philip who the prophet was talking 
about in this passage. Philip then explained that the Scripture was talking about Jesus. He told the 
Ethiopian all Jesus had done. The Ethiopian believed everything Philip told him about Jesus.

The Ethiopian saw some water and asked Philip if he could be baptized. Philip baptized the man from 
Ethiopia in the water. When they came out of the water, God carried Philip away. The Ethiopian man was 
very happy and rejoiced because he learned about Jesus.
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Say: Swimming pools. Lakes. Rivers. Bathtubs. Oceans. Hot tubs. Ponds. What do each of these have in 
common? If you guessed that each of them holds water, you are correct! If you guessed that each of them 
are places where you can be baptized, you are also correct!
 
In today’s Bible story, we learned about an Ethiopian man who heard the good news of Jesus from a man 
named Philip. After he believed in Jesus, the Ethiopian man wanted to be baptized. Philip baptized him in 
the water.
 
What is baptism? Baptism is a way that people show they are committing their lives to following Jesus. 
After becoming a Christian, the next step is letting others know about that decision. A way to publicly show 
others that you believe in Jesus is by being baptized. When you are baptized, you go under the water and 
back up again. Baptism reminds us that Jesus died and came back to life. It reminds us that when we trust 
in Jesus, we turn from sin and start a new life—a life lived for Jesus.
 
It is important to understand that baptism isn’t what saves you. First, you believe and trust Jesus as your 
Savior. Then, you are baptized. Baptism is the outward sign of Jesus being your Savior.
 
Just like the Ethiopian man wanted to let the world know he was a believer in Jesus by getting baptized, 
we should make our decision to trust in Jesus public through baptism. If you have accepted Jesus as your 
Savior and have not been baptized, talk to your parents or a member of your church staff. They would love 
to talk with you more about baptism.
 
Preschool Life Point: At church, people learn about baptism.
Kids Life Point: Baptism shows that people have trusted Jesus as Savior and Lord.
 
Preschool Review Questions:

1. What was the man in the chariot doing when Philip met him on the road?
2. What did the man want to do after he believed in Jesus?
 

Kids Review Questions:
1. What did Philip explain to the Ethiopian man?
2. After the Ethiopian man believed in Jesus, what did he want to do?
3. What is baptism?
 

Pray: God, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to be the Savior of the world. Thank You for the outward 
sign of baptism—that we can share with others the decision we have made to trust in You. Amen.
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The weekly Bible verse below is focused on at church. Consider talking about what this 
passage means and memorizing it as well.

Sing a Bible Studies for Life song or one of your family’s favorite worship songs.


