
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
You Are Where You’re From 
 
My children watch a lot of Disney/Pixar movies. With 

these humorous films often in the background of our daily 

home life, you pick up a few things here and there. 

Recently, I couldn’t help but notice the similarity between 

Maui teaching Moana the secrets of wayfinding and Mater 

teaching 

Lightning 

McQueen 

how to drive 

backwards. 

Both lessons 

emphasize 

the 

importance 

not on where 

you’re 

headed, but on knowing where you’ve been. As I 

contemplated this new year (let alone this new decade), I 

not only saw it as a time of anticipation and hopefulness, 

but (more importantly) as a time for looking back… 

gaining retrospect… observing where it is that we’ve 

come from in the last 1-10 years. I have no doubt that, as 

we do, we’ll see countless 

wonderful things that God, 

in His faithfulness, has 

done to get us to this point. 

We’ll see that nothing in 

the past year.. past 

decade… has been done 

by accident, but has been 

done intentionally to shape 

us into what God wants us 

to be. Accepting this takes 

us to a whole new level of dependence upon the 

sovereignty of God. 

To that end, part of me things these two Pixar characters 

got it right. As we anticipate the arrival of a new year… a 

new decade… a new chapter in our lives, perhaps our 

focus is better spent not on that future itself, but on how 

we arrived at the present. Do not be anxious about 

tomorrow, Jesus said, for tomorrow will be anxious for 

itself. (Matt. 6:34). There is so much time an energy spent 

on trying to understand (or even, God forbid, manipulate) 

the future. This is an often-fruitless endeavor. God never 

promised us that we would understand everything He will 

do, today or tomorrow. He only promised that, through His 

Son, He would give us the peace that surpasses all 

understanding (Phil. 4:7).  

On the other hand, there are countless scriptures that call 

on us to remember what our faithful God has done for us 

in the past, to reflect on it: 

Remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is 

no other; I am God, and there is none like me (Isaiah 46:9) 

I remember the days of old; I meditate on all that you have done; 

I ponder the work of your hands. (Psalm 143:5) 

Remember His wonderful deeds which He has done, His marvels 

and the judgments from His mouth (1 Chron. 16:12) 

As you embark on a new season, take time to not only 

celebrate the One that brought you here… but to recommit 

yourself to trusting Him alone to shape your future, day-

by-day. Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, 

the evidence of things not seen. (Heb. 11:1).  
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“No need to watch where 

I’m goin’. Just need to 

know where I’ve been” 

(Mater, Cars) 

“It’s seeing where you’re going in your 

mind. Knowing where you are by 

knowing where you’ve been” 

(Maui, Moana) 



 

CHURCH COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• 2020 Annual Meeting: Our annual meeting will take 

place on Sunday January 12th, immediately 

following the morning worship service. We call on all 

voting members in our congregation to mark this 

important date on their calendars, as important matters 

will be discussed and voted on.  

• Discovery Classes: Our Discovery Class for adults 

resumes on Sunday mornings after church (at 11:00) 

in the Consistory room beginning on January 19. We 

are working our way through the Heidelberg 

Catechism (with supporting bible verses), focusing on 

the nuts-and-bolts of what it is Christians believe.  

• Volunteers Needed: We are in needed of more 

volunteers to help with the various ministry needs on 

Sunday morning. If you’re willing to host a fellowship 

hour, serves as a greeter, aid in the nursery, assist in 

the tech booth, help clean up after service, or any other 

such service, please contact Wendy, the church 

administrator. 

• Homeless Shelter: This month, the Men’s Homeless 

Shelter will be on site during the week of January 12-

18. If anyone wants to volunteer to help in this 

ministry effort, please contact Bonnie at 325-8835. 

• Thank You’s: Thank you to everyone who helped 

with the Movie night outreach, the advent 

services/decorations, and the Christmas Eve service. 

• Women’s Bible Study: Our weekly women’s bible 

study is back beginning on January __. They meet 

every Monday morning and will be studying the 

Gospel of Mark. For more information, please contact 

Edna at 262-728-6901. 

 

• Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study:   Our church offers 

a Men’s  Breakfast and Bible Study for men of all 

ages. The meal is free and so is our study of the book 

of Romans. We meet at 7:00 a.m. on the Second and 

Fourth Saturday of every month. For more 

information, please contact Pastor David at 954-629-

8800. 

 

 

 

 

• Ladies’ Guild: Ladies Guild will have a meeting on 

January __th at 6:30 p.m. For more information, 

please contact the church office. 

• Hour of Power Prayer Meeting: Every Wednesday 

at 1:30 p.m., a group meets for meditation on a Psalm 

and a time of intercessory prayer. If you are able to 

make this meeting, please know you are more than 

welcome to join. (We will not meet on January 1st). If 

you have prayer requests that we can pray for or have 

an interest in starting a second “hour of power” prayer 

meeting at a different time, please contact Pastor 

David at 954-629-8800. 

• Prayer List: Attached to every monthly newsletter, 

you will find a monthly prayer list. This contains the 

known prayer requests and praise reports of our church 

community. We recommend using it for your own 

prayer time at home. If you would like to add a prayer 

request of praise report to the list, please contact 

Pastor David at 954-629-8800. 

• Church Newsletter: If you have feedback about this 

new church newsletter format, please let Pastor David 

or Wendy know. All information to be placed in the 

newsletter is due to the church office by the last 

Monday of the month. Please make sure the office 

knows if you desire your copy of the newsletter 

emailed or if you want to pick it up here at the church. 
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