
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Love, Honor, Cherish & … 
OBEY?

“If you love me, obey my commandments”                 

Jesus (John 14:15)          

 

“You can see God from anywhere IF your mind is set to 

love AND obey Him”                                                                                  

A.W. Tozer 

 

Question…. If God’s love is unconditional, does that 

mean we don’t have to do anything? Can we just sit on 

our couch, remaining exactly as we are, and simply bask 

in the warm glow of God’s love? Or does God’s love 

prompt us to act… to do stuff? To answer that question 

in theological terms, God’s love has no conditions for the 

reception of His love. God’s love through Christ is the 

ONLY unconditional love. But God’s love also changes 

us. 

 

Paul begins the famous “love passage” of 1 Corinthians 

13 by reminding us that we can have all matter of 

spiritual gifts, but if love has not been seen, then we’ve 

missed the mark of receiving God’s love in the gospel, 

and our deeds are worthless. Love and action have a 

close relationship with each other. Allow me to illustrate: 

Parents… Do you love your small child? You probably 

love that child as close to unconditionally as you can. But 

do you let them disobey you because it hinders what they 

want? No. You have set rules in place for them and have 

given them developmental tasks to help them grow. But 

the young child, at that time, doesn’t know you are doing 

all this for their benefit. Is the parent, mean for setting 

those boundaries, rules, and expectations on their child… 

or you loving? You set these rules, expectations, 

boundaries, and even disciplines in place because you 

love them and want to see them grow up “in the way they 

should go” (Prov. 22:6). It’s the same with our heavenly 

Father and us. If you are a believer in Christ, God has 

loved you with an everlasting love. And while that love 

accepts you as you are… that love does not leave you 

where you are. Boundaries and instructions are set up, 

with corresponding rewards and consequences… 

precisely because God loves you and wants to see you 

grow closer to Him. That not only involves changing 

ourselves… but doing so in the 

context of obedience. Isn’t it 

interesting that Jesus tells Peter 

that his obedience is directly 

linked to his love for Jesus? “If 

you LOVE me, OBEY my 

commandments”. Again, He 

didn’t say “Obey me to EARN 

my love”, but rather “If you 

have love for ME, obey me”. So 

why do we obey? When you 

obeyed your parents as a child, it was ultimately a 

concession that you accepted their instructions as what’s 

best for you, whether you understood them or not. All 

examples of obedience are flawed, though. They’re not 

perfect… because they’re based on a love that isn’t 

perfect. Only God’s love … God’s ways… God’s plans 

are perfect. Yet, how much frustration do we cause 

ourselves by not obeying them, thinking our way is 

better?   

In short, Jesus can demand our obedience for two 

reasons. First because He is WORTH obeying. Every 

instruction He gives us is to make us better… to 

“present” us as a “spotless bride” (Rev. 21:2). Second, 

because Jesus is our Bridegroom… our Lover (to put it in 

Song of Solomon language). His love for us is so deep 

and so evident, that He went to the cross to prove it. This 

unspeakable and unquestionable love for us makes it 

clear that He has nothing but the best for us in His plans. 

And YES, “the Lord disciplines those He loves” (Heb. 

12:6), but that’s just because He LOVES us and He 

wants to make us better. Otherwise, he would have left us 
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to ourselves.  Finally, God has written it all down, in 

what is the greatest Valentine of all time… His love 

letter, His holy word. May your heart be filled with 

Christ’s love so much that you want to obey your 

Bridegroom faithfully and love Him more dearly every 

day.                                 ~Pastor David 

 

CHURCH COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

● Women’s Bible Study: Our weekly women’s bible 

study continues to meet every Monday morning and 

will be studying the Gospel of Mark. For more 

information, please contact Edna at 262-728-6901. 

● Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study:   Our church 

offers a Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study for men of 

all ages. The meal is free and so is our study of the 

book of Romans. We meet at 7:00 a.m. on the 

Second and Fourth Saturday of every month. For 

more information, please contact Pastor David at 

954-629-8800. 

● Ladies’ Guild: Ladies Guild will have a meeting on 

February 17th at 6:30 p.m. For more information, 

please contact the church office. 

● Hour of Power Prayer Meeting: Our weekly prayer 

meeting has been moved from 1:30 p.m. to 10:00 

a.m. Please note the time change. Every Wednesday, 

a group meets for meditation on a Psalm and a time 

of intercessory prayer. If you are able to make this 

meeting, please know you are more than welcome to 

join... If you have prayer requests that we can pray 

for or have an interest in starting a second “hour of 

power” prayer meeting at a different time, please 

contact Pastor David at 954-629-8800 

● Prayer Request:  If you would like to add a prayer 

request or praise report to the list, please contact 

Pastor David (954-629-8800) or Edna Manetsch 

(262-728-6901). 
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