
Sermon – Hebrews 11:8-16 – Sermon Series: Heroes of Faith (Abraham) – June 30th, 2020 

The Results of Being Heavenly minded 

Many of you have had the difficult job of sitting at the bedside of someone you loved as they slowly left this world.  As 

difficult as that is, when that person is a Christian, everyone in the room is heavenly minded.  The achievements they’ve 

accomplished in life, their bank account, their job, the good and the bad that a person did in their life is a distant memory.  

Death has a way of giving us a crystal clear focus on God’s ultimate promise to his people – our heavenly home.  But 

what would happen if a person was that heavenly minded, not only on his death bed but throughout his life?  Today we 

are going to look at Abraham, another hero of faith, who showed that throughout his life he was focused on his heavenly 

home far more than earthly comforts.  

So the writer to the Hebrews says something in this lesson that right away is huge example of the faith of Abraham.  It 

says, “By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even 

though he did not know where he was going” (Heb 11:8).  We don’t exactly know what that means.  Did God say to 

Abraham, “head south and I’ll tell you when to stop”?  Did he tell him the city he was going to, but Abraham had never 

heard of the city or anything about it, and in that way he didn’t know where he was going?  It got me thinking, because this 

past week I moved my parents up from Georgia.  And when we went to the Uhaul, the guy at the desk asked us the 

destination, and we told him.  But when Abraham talked to the Uhaul guy after God told him to move, he had to say, “I’m 

not sure what the destination is.  I’ll tell you when I get there.”  

The most amazing verse in that Genesis text (Ch. 12) that we read earlier is when it says that the Lord told Abraham to 

move to a new land.  And then it simply says, “So Abram went, as the Lord had told him.”  There was no questioning.  

There was only trust. There was only faith. I was thinking about this question a lot this last week, Why did God want 

Abraham to move?  Was it simply a test of his faith?  Yes, it was that, but it was much more. Because what if Abraham 

would have questioned him and God would have answered?  The answer would have been something like this.   You are 

going to move to Canaan and there you are going to have a child, even though you will be 100 years old. Your child Isaac 

will find a wife back north in your home town where he will work for 20 years until he leaves with a large family and flocks 

and wealth. Then he’s going to move south and have a child named Jacob who will have to flee because of his brother.  

Jacob will have a bunch of children, one of whom will be traded to gypsies, but will end up being the 2nd most powerful 

person in Egypt. Because of a giant famine all of their family will move to Egypt.  They will end up enslaved for around 

400 years until Moses leads them out of Egypt to the promised land after 40 years of wandering in the dessert.  All of that 

is going to keep the line of the Savior intact for the next 2000 years until Jesus is finally born.  Those are the highlights of 

2000 years of history, but all of it was leading up to a Savior being born.  God spared him the details because it would 

have been so complicated he wouldn’t have understood it in the first place. God telling Abraham to move to the promised 

land was the first move in a series of events that would lead to our salvation, like the first pawn to move in a chess match.  

Have you ever questioned God’s wisdom before?  Have you ever wondered why he allowed this or that to happen to you?  

Have you ever wondered why he never told you the reason?  Maybe like Abraham the plan is far too complicated for us to 

understand.  But we do that sometimes.  We say, “God allowed this to happen in my life, so that I would choose this 

career path where I would meet my husband who would be an encouragement to me.”  Or this accident happened which 

triggered these series of events to lead this other person away from the negative influences in his life. Or this person got 

cancer so that they could be a witness to the doctors and nurses who would care for them. Or this person died so that this 

person who would otherwise never set foot in church would hear the gospel. Or God is allowing Covid-19 so that this 

would happen.  How many of you have ever done that before?  We say, “I think God did this, because of this.” Sometimes 

when we think about things that happened in the past we wonder about what God’s plan was and how things would have 

been different if something else happened, as if our job is to figure out God’s plan and to piece together the butterfly effect 

of everything that’s happened in our lives. That faulty guesswork can lead us to be frustrated with God.  We can question 

his plan and his wisdom.  And frankly we can be dead wrong about what we think God is trying to accomplish through this 

or that issue that comes up in life.   We can’t guess what God’s will is and what God’s plan is outside of what the Bible 

tells us.  

Do you know what is the main difference between Abraham and us?  It’s not just that he trusted in God’s plan.  It’s that he 

knew his job wasn’t to understand God’s plan.   Abraham was a hero of faith because he simply believed in God’s 

promises.  This is all he knew. 1) God promised that he would have a son and eventually would have as many 

descendants as the sand of the sea and the stars in the sky. 2) God promised that the Savior would come through his line 

3) God promised that he would have an eternal home waiting for him in heaven after this short life. And yet the only 

promise that he saw fulfilled during his lifetime was his one son.  All of these heroes of faith had promises to cling to. 

Some would see some of them fulfilled throughout their lives, others wouldn’t.  Last week, Pastor Krause talked about 

Noah, and the promise he made that a flood would come, but he would be saved through the boat that he would make. 



He saw that happen in his lifetime.  Abraham saw his son born before he died.  But Abel who we talked about, only 

believed that a Savior would come sometime.  Enoch, the same thing. But everyone of these promises that God gave to 

these men of faith was pointing to a much greater promise.  That not only a Savior would come, but they would have an 

eternal home waiting for them.   

In Verse 10 the writer to the Hebrews says it this way, “For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose 

architect and builder is God.”  (Heb 11:10)  It’s for that reason they were ok with living in a tent for the majority of their 

lives.  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, they were wanderers for much of their life.  And the only reason they didn’t 

complain about it was because they remembered they have an eternal home waiting for them in heaven.  The only thing 

that gets me through a tent camping trip is that within a couple of days I know get to go home.  And that is what gets us 

through the difficult times in this life. We have an eternal home waiting for us.  

In a diary of a World War 2 soldier, he wrote about all the difficult challenges he was faced with.  He lost close friends. He 

underwent incredibly stressful situations that would result in PTSD.  But he said that the one thing that kept him sane, and 

kept him alert and motivated him, was the hope that he would be able to go home to his wife and kids.  So he carried out 

his mission as best as he could.  He finished his tour of duty and went home.  Friends, we have a mission to carry out in 

this world too.  And through all the difficulties that we have to face in this life that sometimes resembles a war scene, we 

hold in front of us the final promise of God, that we will someday get to go home.   

Hebrews says again, “They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, 

admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth.” (Heb 11:13).  They were foreigners where they moved to, 

simply because God wanted him to.  When was the last time you heard of someone moving somewhere, where they had 

no family, no job, and frankly no good reason to go.  It doesn’t happen.  But Abraham moved because it was part of a 

much bigger plan, that he knew nothing about.  And so he was a foreigner.  He probably didn’t even speak the language 

of the people when he moved.  So there is a reason why the world sees us as strangers and foreigners in this world, to 

the point where they say we are no earthly good. Because we focus on things that to them don’t exist and don’t matter. 

There is definitely a pressure to be more earthly-minded than scripture would like.  Part of that pressure is our own 

comfort level.  I like having a nice house. I like having a nice car. I like a nice cell phone. A good job. I like spending 

money on nice things. I like taking vacation time.  And to be clear there is nothing wrong with those things.  Just the 

opposite those are blessing from God. But every comfort of life comes with a caveat.  These are blessings of God, unless 

they get in the way of our spiritual life, unless they make us more earthly minded and less heavenly minded. Here is our 

struggle, how can you know if the comforts in life are negatively affecting us?  Can we personally judge that for ourselves?   

We aren’t always the best judge of this.  And if something is negatively affecting your spiritual life, are you willing to get rid 

of them?   

The writer to the Hebrews ends this section by saying, “Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 

prepared a city for them.”  As we go through these heroes of faith and consider all that they did and the strength of their 

faith, we can feel intimidated and unworthy to be called children of God.  We wonder if God is ashamed of us because so 

many times in our life we would have chosen the pleasures of this world, rather than holding out for the pleasures of the 

next world.  We wonder if God is ashamed because our faith isn’t as strong as these heroes of faith.  But God’s point is 

not to compare the strength of your faith with the strength of others.  Because it’s not about our faithfulness to God. It’s 

about God’s faithfulness to us.  He’s the one who made promises over the years and kept them in spite of our 

unfaithfulness.  He’s the one who loved us in spite of our lack of love.  He’s the one who kept the most important promise 

of all – who sent his Son Jesus, and who on the cross became the focus of God’s shame in our place.  So that now 

instead God would look at us as his children, who is waiting for us to come home.  

Here is one final encouragement for you today.  Abraham didn’t know the complicated story of how God was going to use 

moving his family to trigger a series of events that would eventually bring about the Savior of the world and our salvation.  

But how exciting that must have been for Abraham to know that God was doing something so important through him.  In 

same way, it’s exciting for us to think how God is using us, as we remain heavenly focused. He placed you here at this 

place and at this time with this group of family and friends, with your specific talents and gifts for reasons that you will 

never understand to use you as a pawn in his plan to save many more. Praise be to God who uses you and me as pawns 

in the most important work on earth. Amen.  


