
Sermon – Acts 4:8-12 – Easter 3B – April 18th, 2021 

The Easter Effect: Boldness for the Truth 

What would it take to get you to stand up for something, and speak up boldly about something?  Some of us are introverts 

and some of us are extroverts.  For those of you who are introverts the idea of speaking up in class, or speaking up on a 

stage or in a pulpit gives you immediate anxiety.  But in certain situations, it doesn’t matter if you are an extrovert or an 

introvert, you speak up.  Your two year old is walking toward the top of a high escalator in a mall, you scream and run to 

stop your child from falling, regardless of whether you are an extrovert or introvert. Your husband grabs his chest and falls 

down.  It doesn’t matter how shy you are, you call 911.  Boldness can be a part of a person’s personality.  But in certain 

circumstances all of us are capable of being bold.   

The disciples throughout the gospels proved that they weren’t very bold people.  They ran from Jesus in the Garden of 

Gethsemane.  Even Peter who seemed to be a very bold person, was also included in those who ran in the garden of 

Gethsemane. And he specifically, was the one who instead of boldly speaking the truth of who he was, and his 

relationship with Jesus, he denied Jesus three times.  He chickened out. But when Jesus rose from the dead, there is an 

obvious change in these disciples.  Their personalities hadn’t change, but their circumstances had. 

Today we are continuing in the lesson that Pastor Krause preached on last week.  If you remember, Peter and John were 

together a couple of months after the resurrection of Jesus.  As they are walking into a city, they see a person who is 

begging for money because he was lame.  Peter took him by the hand and said, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 

walk.” (Acts 3:6)  That miracle led to a series of events which provided an opportunity to preach about Jesus Christ, the 

one who healed this man.  And they did. In fact, in chapter 4 it says that “the number of men who believed grew to 5000.”  

(vs. 4). They obviously got the attention of the leaders, who immediately put them in prison because they were preaching 

about Jesus and him rising from the dead.  So after spending a night in prison, Peter and John find themselves in a very 

similar situation as what Jesus found himself in a couple of months earlier.  They are standing in front of the leaders of the 

Jews, Annas the high priest and Caiaphas were there.  They were there when Jesus was on trial. The same leaders that 

paid out 30 silver coins to their friend Judas were there. The same soldiers that they saw come in the middle of the night 

to the garden of Gethsemane with Judas would have been there.  The same people who beat Jesus, and cast lots for his 

clothing were there.  The same group of leaders in the Sanhedrin that condemned Jesus were there.  The same Jewish 

leaders that paid off the guards so that they would keep the resurrection of Jesus hush hush, were standing right in front 

of them. The death of Jesus was still fresh in their minds.  You would think that that deja vu moment would leave Peter 

and John terrified and deflated.   

But as you look at this lesson again, who seems to be in control, and on the offensive and who seems to be on the 

defensive?.  It’s not who you would expect.  Peter and John aren’t apologetic in the least.  They start out the conversation 

by basically saying, “We just spent a night in jail, because we cured someone who was lame from birth.  Is that the way 

you always treat kindness?”  But let’s be honest, this wasn’t a good Samaritan helping to bandage some wounds. This is 

a well-known beggar who every day for the last few decades has been sitting at the city gate collecting money from 

people.  People knew his face. They would have recognized him.  Most of these more wealthy leaders had probably even 

given him money at the gate in the past.  And now he’s walking.  Those leaders want to know how on earth did they heal 

that man. That kind of power is scary.  It’s a threat and these leaders want to know what’s going on.     

And so Peter tells them.  “Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, he did this.  God raised him from the dead.” And 

then Peter interprets for these Jewish priests, the pastors of the people, who knew God’s Word well, a phrase that they 

would have known well.  It’s something that comes from Psalm 118.  It’s the same psalm that the Jewish families sung the 

week of Passover, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”  But there is a phrase in there that Peter explains 

to them.  “Jesus is ‘The stone you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone’” (vs. 11).   

It’s kind of interesting that right around this time King Herod was finishing rebuilding the whole temple in Jerusalem.  

Whether the people were construction workers or not, they saw the builders bringing in large rocks, cutting them with 

precision and putting them into place.  All around them they saw what happened when a stone got rejected.  It gets tossed 

aside.  And they said to the Jewish leaders, that’s what you did to Jesus.  And they said, what you didn’t realize was that 

he was the cornerstone.  The picture that I always think of with this is a doorway of made of block and the stone that holds 

it all up is the center one at the top. Without it, there is no strength. It crumbles.   

Peter adds the next verse and explains what it means that Jesus is the cornerstone.  “Salvation is found in no one else, 

for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.” (vs. 12) He is the key to our 

salvation.  Without him we face eternal damnation.  With him we are saved eternally.  



There are two types of boldness that you see here: the boldness of the men and the boldness of the message.  Let’s first 

talk about the boldness of the men. We already talked about how an introvert or an extrovert is going to say something 

when the circumstances are dire enough.  Well, what were the circumstances of these men?  We could say, well, they just 

spent a night in prison. They could have faced death just like Jesus did.  That should have silenced them.  But they didn’t 

stay silent.  Not because they were outgoing, honest people.  Not because their personalities were confidence and self-

assurance. They spoke up because the circumstances were more serious than facing death.  The circumstance that they 

were faced with was a crowd of people who were on their way to hell.  And so they spoke up boldly.  

Our culture here in America is one that pressures us to not talk about religion. And if we do talk about religion, it’s just to 

understand them and their beliefs, but in general people desire to agree to disagree.  We don’t want to threaten our 

relationship with them.  We don’t want to sound judgmental or intolerant and come off as arrogant by saying, I’m right and 

your wrong.  According to the Pew Research Center, when the question was asked, “What do you personally think is the 

best thing to do when someone disagrees with you about religion?”  The three answers were “Try to persuade the other 

person to change their mind”, Try to understand the person’s beliefs and agree to disagree”, or “Avoid discussing religion.” 

This question was asked across denominational lines, evangelicals, mainline denominations, catholics, even atheists.  

The answers for all these groups were almost identical.  5%, 67% and 27%.   

Where were Peter and John in these percentages?  They were in the 5%.  Why?  Because they knew those people were 

going to go to hell.  It had nothing to do with personality.  It had to do with recognizing the seriousness of the problem.  

The main reason why we are afraid to be bold is because the message that we Christians have to share is a bold 

message.  Think about that.  “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind 

by which we must be saved.”  We hear this and have to ask, “What about muslim, what about Jews, what about Mormons 

and Jehovah witnesses, and atheists, what about my cousin? What about my best friend?  What Peter says here is one of 

the boldest statements in the bible and none of us want to admit outloud what it means.  It means that a lot of people are 

going to go to hell if something isn’t said to them.  

It doesn’t allow for statements like, “We all believe in the same God, we just call him different names and worship him 

differently.”  No, salvation is found in no one else. It doesn’t allow for statements like, “It doesn’t matter so much what you 

believe as long as you are sincere.” No, salvation is found in no one else.  It doesn’t allow for “You believe what you 

believe and I’ll believe what I believe. Let’s agree to disagree.”  No, because salvation is found in no one else.  The 

reason why we are not bold to share the message is because the message is too bold for our culture.   

Maybe the problem is we are looking at this topic from the wrong direction. Imagine, if you can, that there is a world wide 

pandemic. But this time everyone already has the disease and everyone is going to die.  There is no cure, until one 

person comes up with the antidote.  There is one antidote, not two, not three.  One.  There is only one way to be cured 

and to be saved.  There is plenty of antidote for everyone in the world.  It would make no sense to say, “Let’s just avoid 

talking about antidotes.”  Or “Oh, you don’t believe in this antidote.  Well, we can agree to disagree.  Good luck.”  When 

we remember that everyone is on their way to hell, when we consider that that is what the entire world deserves, God 

comes along and says, No, there is one way to be saved.  It’s through Jesus. He took the punishment for your sins.  He 

rose from the dead so that you could know that you have eternal life.   

The real pandemic is not Covid, it’s sin.  And the consequences of this spiritual disease are eternal.  But God has given us 

the cure in Christ.  We who have the cure are the only ones who can share it.  Whether you are an introvert or an 

extrovert is irrelevant.  The circumstances call on all of us to be bold witnesses for the truth. How do we go about that?  

This is the toughest part.  Maybe the problem is that we think too much about this.  What should I say? How should I say 

it?  Is now the right time?  Should I invite them to church? Maybe Starting Point class?  Should I tell them about Jesus 

myself?  Should I go for a walk with that person at Riverside Park, and tell Pastor Olson to be at this place and time and 

we’ll make it look like we just ran into each other and then we can talk about Jesus?  Would you ever ask those questions 

before you call 911?  What should I say? How should I say it?  What if I sound too forward?  No, of course not.   

Pray about this topic.  Think again about what it means to be a bold witness for the truth and why we do it. If you feel 

uncomfortable even thinking about this, you aren’t alone.  In fact, if those stats are true, 95% of you feel uncomfortable 

just thinking about being a bold witness.  I would guess it’s maybe even higher than that. So it’s ok to feel uncomfortable 

about it.  In fact, I would say, that for most of us, it doesn’t matter how often you share your faith with someone else, you 

will always feel uncomfortable.  But that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t be bold and speak up.  You have been given the one 

cure for the world wide disease of sin.  May God be with us as we work together to share the antidote of Jesus with the 

world.  Salvation is found in no one else. Amen. 


