
Sermon – Acts 11:19-30 – Easter 6 – Series B - May 9th, 2021 

The Easter Effect: A Life that Shows Christ 

If you were to make a list of everyone that you knew, starting with those people that you know really well, like your family and 

friends, to those people that you know and interact with on a regular basis, like co-workers, to those who don’t know all that well, 

but are acquaintances, like neighbors or friends of your friends, how many of them would know that you are a Christian?  Where 

does that understanding of who you really are begin?  It’s always a humbling thing when someone says to you, “I didn’t know 

you were a Christian.”  But it’s even more humbling if the person who says that is a very close friend of yours.  So it begs the 

question, “how visible should our faith be?”  Just as importantly we need to tackle the question, “Why should our faith be visible?  

Is there any good that comes from it?  

Let’s get into our lesson for today.  Our lesson begins by mentioning a persecution that broke out right when Stephen was killed.  

That happened back in Chapter 7 and 8 of Acts.  After Stephen was stoned to death, it says, “On that day a great persecution 

broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria” (Acts 

8:1). Imagine how terrible that would be.  Where all the sudden one day, you fear for your life, because of your faith.  You have 

to pick up as many of your belongings as you can and leave.  Leave your job, your family and friends, your house behind.  You 

would think that fear that caused them to leave their home would keep them quiet.  It didn’t.  It says in our lesson, that “those 

who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and 

Antioch, spreading the word only among Jews.”  (vs. 19)  So these Jewish people who came to believe that Jesus was the 

Christ, the messiah that they had been waiting for, were forced to move because they believed this, but they still continued to 

talk to others.   

Most of the evangelizing happened between Jews, where Jews who believed that Jesus was the Messiah, talked to other Jews 

who did not believe that Jesus was the messiah.  But then in the next verse, some of these people started to also talk to the 

Greeks, the gentiles, about Christ.  It says, “Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began 

to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great 

number of people believed and turned to the Lord.”   Again, what should surprise us when we look at this verse is that their fear 

of death, and persecution that caused them to have to pick up and leave their home in the first place, didn’t stop them from 

talking about their faith.  They didn’t make a conscious effort to say, I’m going to keep this to myself.  I’m just going to lay low for 

a while.  Just the opposite happened.  Not only did they share their faith, but “great numbers” started to assemble there in 

Antioch to the point where the church leaders in Jerusalem said, we have to send a pastor over there.  So they sent Barnabas.  

And Barnabas couldn’t believe all that the Lord was doing there among these people.  The church was growing like wildfire. 

They were doing the opposite of “laying low” and hiding from persecution.  They were growing in numbers even to the point 

where Barnabas said, we need another pastor here to teach the people.  So, they called Saul, who would later be called Paul, to 

teach the people.  This is the same Saul or Paul who was converted back in chapter 9 of Acts.  This is the same Saul or Paul 

who wrote a number of the books of the New Testament.  The ministry grew so big that people in the area started to call those 

people “Christians.”  And it says in our lesson, “The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. (vs. 26)”   

Today people will view the term Christian from a very narrow or very broad point of view.  Oftentimes the word Christian has 

been used to describe those people who believe Jesus is God.  And so Christian churches have been defined as those who 

believe in the triune God.  So presbyterians, Baptists, catholics, Lutherans, Methodists are viewed as Christian churches 

because of our belief that Jesus is God and part of the triune God.  Today it is a term that can be even more loosely defined 

when you look at the US Census information.  They will include many more religions like Mormons and Jehovah witnesses who 

do not believe that Jesus is God.  It gets even more broad when the World Census says that around 30% of the world is 

Christian.  Statisticians say that this figure relates to those living “under Christian influence” to a greater or lesser degree.  My 

point is you can take the term Christian to mean a lot of things.   

How did the people of Antioch view that group of people who they eventually started to refer to as Christians? They viewed them 

as different. They couldn’t lump them in with any other group in the city of Antioch. There was something different about them. 

What was it? Well, the first thing is that they talked about Christ a lot.   Not only did they talk about Christ a lot, but the locals 

probably found out from talking to them that they had to leave their home and job and life, because they wouldn’t stop talking 

about him.  They knew how important Christ was for them.  And they knew how important Christ was for everyone.  So they 

couldn’t keep their mouth shut about him.  But there was something else.   

I included this last section here which I thought helps us understand what the common person from Antioch would have seen 

when viewing a Christian.   “During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them, named 

Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This 

happened during the reign of Claudius.) 29 The disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for the brothers and 

sisters living in Judea. 30 This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.”  So this guy, named Agabus, 

prophesies through the Holy Spirit and says a famine is coming.  And not only did they believe it, but they started gathering 

funds to help with those who were going to need it.   



What’s important is not only were these people vocal about their faith even in the face of persecution, but they were generous 

with their money and wanted to help those who were struggling.  The way these people talked, lived, their kindness and 

generosity was so noticeable that the people in this big city of Antioch called them a name that would stick forever: Christians.  

Keep in mind, this was no small town. This was the 3rd largest city in the Roman Empire at the time with probably 500,000 

people living there. But people noticed that there was something different about Christians.   

The question that will prick the conscience for all of us is, how obvious is it to the people of Lacrosse that you are a  Christian?  

In some ways that’s not a fair question, because much of what we do as a Christian is done in the privacy of our home and in 

the privacy of our heart. But there are a lot of ways that a person can see that another person is a Christian.  Maybe a better 

question to ask is how often do we hide the fact that we are Christian, either on purpose or on accident. How often does our life 

resemble the life of the people around to the point where we just blend in with the world. Maybe we never mention the fact that 

we go to church. We have a poor work ethic. We are an untrustworthy employee. We hold grudges. We aren’t a team player. 

The neighbor can hear the shouting that comes from your house now that your windows are open. We aren’t generous with our 

time or our money. Or just by the language we use, we hide who we are as Christians. We blend in with the rest of the world. 

And sometimes we can even turn people away from Christian by the way we live and act.  

What’s important when we consider this is not how we can show that we are Christians to the world, but rather, what does it 

mean to be a Christian? Those Christians in Antioch were not trying to put on a show to for the people in the city to see.  They 

were simply living lives that reflected what they knew their Savior did for them.  It wasn’t a show.  Rather it was authentic thanks 

and love because of what they knew their Savior did for them.  What did Christ do for them?  

There is a phrase here in vs 21 that I want to focus on. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed 

and turned to the Lord.” (vs. 20-21).  That idea of turning is a powerful word picture.  It truly is a turning around, because you are 

going the wrong way.  I remember driving on a freeway once in a big city.  There were four lanes on my side and four lanes on 

the other side, and we were separated by a cement median. I was driving in the fast lane and I look to my left and someone is 

driving alongside with me, on the other side of the road going the wrong direction. I started honking to get this persons attention 

so that he knew he was in trouble.  In the same way, God knows that when we are born in this world we are going in the wrong 

direction.  We are on our way to hell, away from God, but our Savior stepped in to turn us around.  When he saw us headed the 

wrong way he stepped in to save us and help us.  He jumped onto the path to hell for us. He went to that cross and endured 

what should have been our punishment.  And he gave to us his holiness. Then on the day of your baptism, long before anyone 

could see that you were a Christian by the things you did, he wrote the word Christian on your forehead.  He made you his holy 

child.  He turned you towards him and poured into your lap all the blessings of his death and resurrection, so that you could be 

saved.  Ever since the day of your baptism, God has seen you as holy.  Holy is different. In fact the word holy means “set apart”. 

God is holy and set apart from this sinful world.  And now, because of Christ, you are too.  

Imagine a kid who is looking at all his birthday presents.  They are all wrapped up nicely, with different shapes and sizes.  But 

one has no wrapping paper. It’s just a plain box with holes all around it. It moves and shakes, and he keeps hearing a “meow” 

coming from it.  That’s a different kind of present.  The difference is all about what’s inside.  Christ is inside of you. And who he 

made you to be on the inside is going to be noticed on the outside.    

When people see who we are, they are going to be curious and they are going to want to find out more. There were plenty of 

other religions in the city of Antioch, mainly the pagan worship of Artemis and Apollo as well as the ancient Syrian worship of 

Astarte.  What they saw in the Christian religion was different.  Where instead of you having to make sacrifices to your god to 

please him, this God, the God of the Christians, sacrificed himself to save us. That’s a God of love.  That’s a God that they 

wanted to serve.  

I’m not asking you today to be something you aren’t.  I’m asking you to simply be who God made you to be: his followers, 

Christians. What does that look like? In this lesson we see two specific ways that Christians in Antioch were seen to be different: 

they talked about Christ and they gave money generously to those who were affected by this famine.  How are people in 

Lacrosse going to see that you are different?  There are a thousand different ways that people can see that there is something 

uniquely different and loving about a Christian.  They are going to see you leaving your house dressed up on a Sunday morning. 

They are going to see your family praying in a restaurant.  They will hear your kids talking to their kids about a bible story they 

heard in Sunday School or at our Christian school. They are going to hear you comfort them when they are hurting with more 

than a pat on the back, but with God’s Word. They are going to notice that you are generous with your money and not selfish.  

They are going to notice that you aren’t selfish with your time either, but you spend time volunteering either at church or in our 

community. They will see that you have a good work ethic, you work well on a team, you are able to forgive others quickly and 

have the ability to put things behind you.  They will see the hope and even joy that you have at the funeral of a Christian that 

only Christians understand. On Mother’s Day we think about being a Christian mentor to your children and your grandchildren.  

People see that.  This weekend we are thanking Linnette Fehr for her many years of service to the Lord.  She was not just a 

teacher but a minister of the gospel, taking God’s Word to many children over the years and being a Christian mentor to them.  

That is one specific example of a person simply using the gifts that God gave them and showing Christ in their life.  Like the 

church in Antioch, when people simply live a life that shows who they are in Christ, it grabs the attention of others.  It gives us 

the opportunity to show people the unique unconditional sacrificial love of Christ, that has made us who we are.  Amen.  


