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Sermon Series: Everyday Easter Blessings - The Empty Tomb Gives us a Living Hope 

Last week was a different kind of Easter for all of us. There was no Easter breakfast at church.  No big Easter egg hunt. 

No large family gatherings.  For many people their Easter celebration consisted in watching our livestream service and 

then it was over and people stood around and said, now what do we do?  Christ is risen!  Now what?  That’s really what 

this lesson is about.  We know that Jesus rose.  We know that we are going to be in heaven someday.  Now what?  The 

Apostle Peter applies Easter to our lives in a very practical way.   

The Christians that Peter was writing to were relatively new Christians.  They just found out who their Savior was.  They 

found out that he rose from the dead for them and that someday they were going to be in heaven.  But there was also 

Christian persecution going on.  They thought that by becoming Christians their lives were going to get better.  Just the 

opposite happened.  It got worse in the sense that they were dealing with persecution that came from Emperor Nero in the 

Roman Empire.  So when Peter heard the news about these Christians who were dealing with persecution he writes them 

what is considered the greatest letter of comfort in the bible. 

This is what he says to those who are suffering.  “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!” (vs. 3) That’s 

an interesting way to start a letter to those who are going through tough times.  There is no, “I’m sorry to hear about the 

problems you are going through.”  No, he wants to remind them of how blessed they are.  And when we think about what 

we have because of Easter, we can only praise God.  So this next verse lays out that which is ours through Easter.  And 

remember as I read this, none of this would be ours without Easter.  “In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a 

living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 

fade.”  He starts out by reminding you that we have a new life, a new birth because Jesus rose from the dead.  I just saw 

something on the news about how in the last month more people are fostering and adopting pets than ever before 

because people are at home and actually able to care for them. Some of these animals are ones who if someone doesn’t 

adopt them they would be put down.  So think about that.  They are about to lose their life, but instead someone adopts 

them and gives them a brand new life. That’s what happened to us through Easter.  We have new life and we are given 

“an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade”. 

In the original language those last three adjectives are actually negatives. Another translation I have tries to capture that 

well where it says that we have “an inheritance that is undying, undefiled, and unfading.”  What he’s trying to say is that 

what is waiting for you is a new life that is the opposite of what you know here.  Instead of death, you’ll be immortal - 

undying.  Instead of a world full of immorality, this one will be pure – undefiled. Instead of a house, car and physical body 

that is slowly falling apart, this inheritance is unfading.  That, Peter says, is  “kept in heaven for you.”  We are like the kid 

that is told that we will inherit a fortune on the day we turn 18.  That’s exciting.   

We so easily can look at these main truths of God’s Word, like Jesus dying on the cross and rising from the dead, and be 

left asking, “Yeah, but how does that help me with my life today.”  The first thing that Peter reminds us of is that our entire 

perspective and attitude in life changes when we know what is coming.  Numerous people have written self-help books on 

the key to being happy.  And giving yourself something to look forward to is usually one of them.  There is one blogger 

that I read who said “Anticipation is the greatest form of pleasure”.  And then she went on to make a list of things to look 

forward to – pilates class, going to a farmers market, family coming over, dinner with friends.  Don’t get me wrong, those 

are nice things to look forward to (except for pilates class:), but Peter gives us the best one of all – an inheritance that can 

never perish, spoil or fade, kept in heaven for you.  It changes our attitude in life when we know what is waiting for us 

because of Easter.  Heaven is not just a future joy; it is a present joy. In that way it is a living hope.  

Here is another way that Easter gives us a living hope in our everyday lives. Vs. 5 says this, “who through faith are 

shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.”  Because of the 

faith that you have which connects you to Jesus Christ and his resurrection, you are protected/shielded by God’s power.  

You might think when you first read this that if God is protecting us we will never get hurt, have financial problems, health 

problems, get the coronavirus.  But that’s not what he says.  His main protection for you is not for your physical wellbeing.  

God’s concerned about something far more important – your salvation, and keeping your faith intact throughout your life 

so that you don’t lose out on your inheritance.   

There is a spiritual battle going on all around us.  Peter knows firsthand that God’s protection is far more concerned about 

our spiritual welfare. Jesus told Peter just before his death, “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 32 

But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 

(Luke 22:31–32)  Think about that verse.  Satan approached God and asked him that Peter and the rest of the disciples’ 

faith would fail.  And the Lord said, I’m not going to let that happen. As far as we know these disciples, besides Judas, 



died with faith.  But their life was full of physical suffering.  In 2 Corinthians 11, Paul says, “Five times I received from the 

Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was 

shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26 I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger 

from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in 

danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false believers. 27 I have labored and toiled and have often 

gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked.”  

According to tradition Jesus’ disciples would suffer persecution according to historical tradition.  It is believed that Peter 

was crucified upside down.  It is believed that Thomas was killed by spears in India. They say Matthew was stabbed to 

death in Ethiopia.  James was stoned and then clubbed to death in Syria. Matthias was burned to death.  Paul was 

beheaded.  The Lord allowed that physical suffering, but through it all, hidden beneath that suffering the Lord was fighting 

for their faith.  

How often does Satan today take our name in front of God’s throne and ask if he will let our faith fail?  We get so caught 

up in things like the coronavirus, our financial situation, our own health, physical temporary problems and complain to the 

Lord about all that is happening.  Sometimes we even question if he cares for us. Here is the scary reality: if it were up to 

us to decide what prayers God should answer in our life, we would end up with all the wrong things.  We’d end up with a 

lot more money, good health, world peace, and who knows what would happen to our soul.    

And it’s not that the Lord doesn’t care about the physical, material things in our life.  But the protection that you need most 

of all is focused on our spiritual life.  You need your God to fight for your faith. This next verse puts into perspective the 

problems that we have to deal with in this world. “In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have 

had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth 

than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 

revealed.” (vs. 6-7) What Peter is doing in this lesson is he is helping us understand why bad things come into our life.  

These people were being persecuted.  Some of them were going to be killed as Christians.  This is a huge question that 

people are asking today too.  God, where are you? Why would God allow all the suffering that comes along with the 

coronavirus?  It’s not good enough to say that God is focused on more important things, like our faith.  Peter doesn’t say 

that.  No, rather, he uses the physical problems to help our faith.   

He gives the example of gold. In order to make pure gold, you have to put it into an intense heat to burn off all the 

impurities.  That’s when gold is valuable, when it’s pure, genuine.  We are being refined through the difficulties that we 

face in life, to test and strengthen our faith.  And he says, you are worth more than gold, because gold will perish with this 

world, but we will live forever.   

As a pastor, I’ve been in the hospital a lot visiting people, seeing people at their weakest, people who at one time thought 

their future was in their hands, painfully see how their future is completely in the hands of the Lord.  I’ve seen how 

suffering can take a person who was very lukewarm in their faith, into a person who hungers to hear more of God’s 

promises in the gospel.  I’ve seen how suffering forces a person’s prayer life into overdrive for the good of so many.  I’ve 

seen suffering work even for the good of the nurses and doctors and family members who surround the one who is 

suffering.     

And he comforts those who are suffering with this additional phrase: “for a little while”.  I remember sharing this verse with 

someone years ago who had been suffering with a rare disease their entire life.  How can Peter say, “for a little while”? 

While your suffering may be for the rest of your life, it’s still a little while, in comparison to the eternity that is waiting for us. 

It might be intense suffering, but it’s only temporary.   

So Peter gives us a wonderful answer to the person who says “Now what?” after celebrating Easter.  He reminds us that 

we have a living hope. That is, we look forward to the heaven that is ours and gives us something to look forward to, 

which changes our attitude and perspective on life.  But he also gives us a living hope even through suffering as he 

reminds us that when God allows difficulties and trials in our life, that is God refining our faith and making us more ready 

for the inheritance in heaven that is waiting for us.  He reminds us that we have a God who is actively fighting for us and 

protecting our faith.  Jesus’ battle for our souls didn’t end on Easter.  He continues to fight for our souls today, using even 

the difficulties in our life for our spiritual good.   

There are people that you know who are really struggling right now.  In the same way that Peter comforted these 

Christians by applying Easter to their lives, he calls you to apply Easter to their lives.  Let them know that the empty tomb 

gives us a living hope. Amen.  

 

 



Sermon Based Bible Study  

Sermon Series: Everyday Easter Blessings  

The Empty Tomb Gives us a Living Hope 

1 Peter 1:3-9 - April 19th, 2020 

 

1. What are some ways that Easter was different 

for you this year?  What are some ways that it 

was the same?   

 

 

 

 

2. Based off of the sermon and based off of this section of scripture how would you describe the audience to whom 

Peter was writing?   

 

 

3. Go through this lesson and look at it negatively.  That is, what would we not have if Jesus hadn’t risen from the 

dead? 

 

 

 

 

4. How can we understand vs. 6 where is says that our sufferings are “for a little while?”  What does Peter mean by 

that?   

 

 

 

 

5. Explain the illustration that Peter uses of gold in vs. 7.  What do you think his point is? Why do you think we as 

Christians so often struggle with seeing suffering as a blessing?   

 

 

 

6. After a friend of yours listened to an Easter sermon, he says to you, “Christians are way too focused on the next 

life.  Nothing in that sermon applies for this life.”  What would you say to him?   

 

 

 

 

7. Someone tells you that they don’t understand why God would allow these problems in their life.   

 

a. What can you use from this section of scripture to comfort them?   

 

 

b. What are some other sections of scripture that you know which would be a comfort?   


